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had neyer existed. It is true that, a wife's choses in action could
only be recovered by the legal personal representatives of the
wife, but they were flot in any way subject to the provisions of
the Statute of Distributions (22 & 23 Car. 2, c. 10), it being
expreusly provided by s. 25 of the Statute of Frauds (29 Car.
c. 3) that the Statute of Distributions ''shall fot extend to, the
estates of Leme coverts whio shall die intestate, but that their
husbands may demnand and have administration of their rights,
credits, and other personal estates and recover and enjoy the
saine as they miglit have done before the making of the said
A-,e." If letters of administration to the wife were granted to
one of lier n2xt of kin, the adininistrator of the wife was
held to be a trustee for the legal personal representative of the
hiusband: (sec IIiimphtrey v. Btillci, 1 Atk. 459). The Married
Wornen's 1'roperty AÉt 1882, s. 1, sub-s. 1, provides that "a
married womnan shafl in aceordance w'ith the provisions of this
Act be capable of acquiring, hiolding, and disposing by will or
otherwise of any real or personal property as hier separate pro-
perty in the saine inannor as if she wore a fenie sole without the
intervention of ètny trustee." But the Act does not deal with
the devolution of property undisposed of by lhdr. NVith regard
to lier real estate, it was deeided in Hope v. Hope (66 L.T. Rep.

522; (1892) 2 Ch. 336), on the sanie prineiple, that, notwith-
standing the provisions of the Nlarried Woinen's Property Act
1882, a husimind is stili entitled on the death of his wife to au

estate by the courtesy in lier uindi,-.posed-of real estate.-Laiw
Ti-mes.

ANOMALIES IN THE LAWV 0P LIGHT.

A mass of judicial, decisions and a single Act of Parliament

constitute the code of law to whidh we have to look for otir law

of liglit. Lord 'Maeîzaghten lias aptly described the judge-niade

portion of this code as ''at enibarrassing chain of authority,''

and the Legisiature 's sole contribution lias been deseribed by
Lord JIalsbury as an Act "'which illustrates the -danger of at-

tempting to put a principle of law int the iron frainework of
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