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plied to the cafe now before us, The
firft queftion that you have to confider.
refpects the publication of the Papers,
on account of which the prefent pro-
fecution is commenced:  IFrom the e-
vidence of the Printer, who depofes
that he had the management of the
publication, and accounted to M.
Peitier for all the emoluments dirived
from it, there can be little doubt as to
the author, I need not fiate the Prin-
ter’s evidence particularly, as no ques-
tion appears to be ftarred by either
party on this head.  The next point,
then, for your decifion is, whether or
not the expreflions [aid to be libellous,
are intended to apply to Bonaparte,
and whether he is the Chief Magiftra-
te of the French Republic. That the
pallages confidered by the profecutor
as libellous, are directed againft Bo-
naparte, appears to me bevond all
doubt ;- and the latter propofition, viz.
that he is the Chief Magiftrate of
France, 15 a matter of too much no-
toriety to require any comment. The
third and laft queftion that you are o
.try then, is, whether the paflages
themfelves are of a libellous nature ?
You have heard the conftruétion
which, in a fpeech of moftaftonithing
eloquence and ingenuity, has been at-
tempted to be put upon the expres-
.fions in queftion:  If, Gentlemen,
there was any ambiguity—if the ox-
preffions were capable of a favorable
interpretation, I would moft willingly
abide by that conftrution, and I have
no doubt you alfo would fecl every
inclination to lean to the fide of mer-
¢y, if it could be done confiftently
with juftice. But I apprehend, and 1
am required by the law to ftate my o-
pinion to you on the fubject, that the
words will not bear any fenfe except
the obvious one aftixed to them bythe
counfel for the - profecution. With.
regard to the exprefiions that < an c-
difice fhould be eredted to the glory of
Bonaparte, and that mntcrin_IS were -to

be provided worthy of “the temple.”-
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there can exift no hefitation in an un-
prejudiced mind, that this was meant
as an ironical attack upon the Firft
Conful of France. = From whence
thefe materials were to be drawn:ap-~
pears cvidently from the other parts
of the publication, were quotations are
cited from ancient hiftory, tending to
‘ provoke the affaflination of Bonaparte.
i"Of this defcription, the allufion to the
tapotheosis of Romulus, and the poniard
i of Brutus, muft clearly be confidered.
i ‘Whether this be the firft of many pro-
' {fecutions that are intended to be com-
2 menced, on account of libellous publi«
; cations, as has been intimated by the
t Learned Counfel for the Defendant,
;1s not the queftion at prefent. You,
{ Gentlemen, are to confider the cafe,
jas it lies before you, without any ref-
ipectto the paft or the future.  That
ithe Ambigne is printed in French, is
ionly an aggravation of the offence in
this inftance, as it is the more likely to
engage the attention of Frenchmen,
and muft therefore prove additionally
injurious and offenfive to the perfon .
on whom the attack-is made.. Two.
trials for .libels upon - foreigners have-
taken place of late vears; one' for.a™
libel on the Queen of France, and the "’
other for.one on the late Emperor of
Ruflia. What were the verdicts then
is of no consequence in the cafe be-
fore us. 'The matter refts with you,

'

your verdiét will be fuch, as will give .
complete’ fatisfaltion to -every mind -
that isnot biafled by prejudice, nor.
clouded by impartiality.—The Jury-
confulted for a moment,- and then
returned their verdi@, :finding ‘the:
defendant—GUILTY. R
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