INTRODUCTION

due to the wise counsel and ungrudging ex-
penditure both of time and means which the
late Professor Henry Sidgwick gave, and which
Mys Sidgwick continues to give, to all the details
of its work.

Turning now to the author of the following
pages, everyone must recognise the industry
he has shown and the fairness of spirit he has
endeavoured to maintain. With different groups
of phenomena, the evidential value varies enor-
mously. The testimony of honest and even
careful witnesses requives to be received with
caution, owing to the intrusion of two sources
of error to which untrained observers are very
liable. These are unconscious mal-observation
and unintentional mis-description. I cannot
here enter into the proof of this statement, but it
is fully established. Oddly enough, not only a
credulous observer but a cynical or ferocious
sceptic is singularly prone to these ervors
when, for the first time, he is induced to investigate
psychical phenomena which, in the pride of his
superior intelligence, he has hitherto scorned. I
could give some amusing illustrations of this
within my own knowledge. For instance, a
clever but critical friend who had (frequently
scoffed at the evidence for thought-transference
published in the * Proceedings of the Society for
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