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introduction of tlie drill system in tliy province; hut also Ix-eause it shows 
that farmers will not neglect eommunioating to the public the results of their 
experience when proper dmnnel» nrc »i|-ened for that purp«>sr. These (hunncls 
are the agricultural societies of each county.

Dr. Purdy, the secretary of our county, not having received any communi
cation from the Secretary of the Provincial society authorizing him to cor 
respond, and the proceedings of the latter not Item g extensive enough to 
put in the sha|>e of a formal re|M»rt, I have taken the HI>orty of inforn.ing 
you of our purpose. The society closed its meeting w-ith reiterated thanks to 
Agricola. I am much hel|ied by your requesting my correspondence and I 
shall take an earlier opportunity of sending you a few remarks on the state 
of agriculture in this county.

I am, Sir, your very humble servant,
J. S. MORSE.

P. S.—A list of society members accompanies this letter; and the gross 
sum of ^donations ami subscriptions amounts to £111, 7s., 6d. currency.

Agricola had other eomfqMimk'iits in Cumberland than Mr. Morse. Ste
phen Oxk>y, of River IMiilip, sent Him a description of the county regarding 
its present state of agricultural improvement. Amherst, Fort Iaiwthkv, Min 
udie, River Heliert, Macean, Nappan, River Philip, Ramshug ami WestehesUr 
are all briefly refmvd to in this communication. S|x*aking of Amherst Mr. 
Oxley says: “Amherst which contains the county town although very little 
elevated above the level of the sea, yet from its I>1< *ak ami mirth west aspivt 
is considerably exposes! to the chilling blasts from that <piarter during the 
winter months. The farmers lure do not pay that due regard or strict at 
tention to agricultural pursuits which the important* of the subject com
mands; depending chiefly on their hay ami jiasturagv which enables them to 
rear ami keep stocks of cattle ami sheep.

The marsh»*», although completely dyked ami in many parts tolerably 
drained, lie almost in »rne t>oumlleSK tract of uncultivated s»iil comprising 
some hundreds of am*» unmarked by the furrow of the plough, and ar«* cap
able of licing improved to infinite a* 1 vantage. These parts which have been 
judiciously drained and are l>eeomiing dry are generally appropriate! to 
English hay as it is called, or to grazing, ami art* most admirable for the 
reception of the plough ami with good management would teem with bread 
com in great abundant*»*. Tin* upland* in their primitive state are not p»-r- 
haps so rich as in some other |>arts of the country, but arc in general cap
able of being highly improved by a regular mode of culture. Resides the 
vast heaps of thing produced from the barns which accumulate during tin- 
winter to a prodigious size, the immense ami endkes quantities of nvarsli mini 
at the very skirts of the upland are acquisitions which few farmers in the 
province can boast of, am! lime, too, is evidently within their reach. Yet, 
strange to say, I know of only solitary instance in which that valuable 
fossil has lx*on used a» a manure. 1‘ossi-seed of all these local advantages 1 
wonder not at the remark made by your respeetail>le Onslow corresqioixk-nt, 
after his tour through part of this county, that “Cuml>erland ought to be


