
vij^hl of impressment, on tlio liii^li seas, in lu\or ol our iluj; ;— that

she was anxious to aviMiiijc the subjc-ct.

It further appears that t!»c IJritish miuistiy culled for an interview

with Messrs. Monroe and Pinkney, on this topic ; that they stated

the nature of the claim, the Kind's prcro;^alive ; thut they had con-

sulted the crown olTicers and the board of admiralty, who all concur-

red in sentiment, that under the circumstances of the nation, the re-

Unquishment of the right was a measure, which the i!;oveinrncnt

could not adopt, without taking on itself a responsibility, whicii no

iTiinistry wouUl lie willinp: to meet, however pressing the exigency

might be. Tiicy offered^ however, on the part of Great Britain, to

pass laws making it penal for British coi.imanders to impress Aincr-

icui citizens, on board of American vessels, on the high seas, if A-

Tuerica would pass a iaw, making it penal for the ofliccrs of the U-

nitcd States to grant certificates of citizenship to British subjects

—

This will be found, in the same documents, in a letter from Messrs.

Monroe and Pinkney to Mr. Madison, dated 1 Ithof November, 1806.

Under their peremptory instructions, this proposition, on the part ol

Great Britain, could not be acceded to by our ministers. Such,

however, was the temper and anxiety of Enijland, and such the can-

dor and good sense of our ministers, that an honourable and advan-

iatffou.s' arran^emcrie did take filacc. The authority of Mr. Monroe,

then Minis;ter at the court of Great Britain, now Secretary of State

und one of the present adin!nisiration,-who have recommended wa.

with Eiigland, and assigned impressments as a cause, supports the

undersigned in asserting, that it was honourable and adrantageous -

for in a letter from Richmond dated the 28th of February 1808, U)

Mr. Madison, the following expressions are used by Mr. Monroe.—

" I have on the contrary always believed and still do believe that th«

« ground on which thafintei-est (impressment) was placed by th<-

« paper of the British Commissioners of 8ih November 1806, ai.>.

« the explanation which accompanied it, w(/.v both honourable and ad-

ii vantaL-eou8 to (he United States, that it contained a concession m

"their favor on the part of Great Britai:., on the great principle in

« contestation, never before made by a formal and obligatory act oi

« their government, which was highly favourable to their interest.

With the opinion of Mr. King so decidedly expressed, with the

official admission of Mr. Madison, with the explicit declaration ol

Mr. Monroe, all concurring that Great Britain was ready to abaii-

don imnressment on the high ieas, and with an honourable and ad-

vantagtous arrangement, actually made by Mr. Monroe, how can u

bo pretended, that all hope of settlement, oy treaty, has lailoc :
h-r.s

cai this subv-ct turnis.v a proper rause ol war i

With respLct to the subject of biochades, the pnncipH- oi i.ji^'

lawofiuitions.^.:. nsscted by the United Stales, i;-:, that a o!oc,.a'k-

ca-i only be iusi.l.u <l .vl.cn si<pp ii' a i>y a.. . ic.iuaic force. In ^.k-

ory tbrs pJclpl. -s a Iniu -.1 : y ...c:at iliiiain. U is alicged,hoA-

cvcr, iliai/;-;';-"c7'Vr v.- ..,iegards that pnnciplo. _

The oru..r ofhioi k , which has b.en made a spetil;:' grou.ul ot

I lint bv Fran . . , that o'' t'ae I olh of May, I mc. \ et, si. an^*;

^""11 m^y s'-'^'"' tlu, order, wi.ich is now made one ground ol vai


