
PREFACE.
office fo exorbitant, that the expcnce cxcccd-i what i;

would be proper to bellow, wlicii the gratification ot"

literary curiofity is the only objctft. It is to be lioped,

that the Spaniards v/ill at lall difcovcr this lyiicni of

concealment to be no lefs impolitic than illiberal. ]Vom

W'hnt I Iiave experienced in the courfe of my inquiries,

I am fatisficd, that upon a more minute fcrutiny into

their early operations in the New World, however rc-

prehcnfible the actions of individuals may appear,

tlic CO!:' Li(5l of the nation will be placed in a more

favourable light.

In other parts of F.uropc very different fcntiments pre-

vail. Having fearched, without fuccefs, in Spain, for a let-

ter of Cortes toCharle> V. wriitcn foon after he landed in

the Mexican empire, which has not hitherto been pu-

bliihcd ; it occurred to me, that as the emperor w^as fet-

ting out for Germany, at the time when the mefiengers

from Cortes arrived in Europe, tlie letter with which they

were intruded might poilibly be preferved in the huperial

Library of Vienna. I communicated this idea toSir Robert

Murray Keith, with whom I have long had the honour ro

live in friendlhip, and I had foon the pleafure to learn,

that, upon his application, her Imperial Maicily had

been gracioufly pleafed to ifRie an order, that not only

-A copy of that letter (if it were found), but of any other

papers
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