
MILITARY POLICY OF THE SOVEREIGNS, SOI

Strongly fortified, and peopled partly with Christian

subjects and partly with Moorish, the original occupants

of the soil, who were secured in the possession of their

ancient lands, under their own law.^

Thus the strong posts which might be regarded as

the exterior defences of the city of Granada were suc-

cessively carried. A few positions alone remained of

sufficient strength to keep the enemy at bay. The most

considerable of these was Malaga, which from its mari-

time situation afforded facilities for a communication

with the Barbary Moors, that the vigilance of the Cas-

tilian cruisers could not entirely intercept. On this

point, therefore, it was determined to concentrate all

the strength of the monarchy, by sea and land, in the

ensuing campaign of 1487.

4a Beraaldez, Reyes Catolicos, MS., cap. 75.—Pulgar, Reyes Cat6-

licos, cap. 48.—Lebrija, Rerum Gestarum Decades, ii. lib. 3, cap. 5,

7 ; lib. 4, cap. 2, 3.—Marmol, Rebelion de los Moriscos, lib. i, cap. 12.

Two of the most important authorities for the war of Granada are

Fernando del Pulgar, and Antonio de Lebrija, or Nebrissensis, as he

is called from the Latin Nebrissa.

Few particulars have been preserved respecting the biography of the

former. He was probably a native of Pulgar, near Toledo. The Cas-

tilian writers recognize certain provincialisms in his style belonging to

that district. He was secretary to Henry IV., and was charged with

various confidential functions by him. He seems to have retained his

place on the accession of Isabella, by whom he was appointed national

historiographer in 14S2, when, from certain remarks in his letters, it

would appear he was already advanced in years. This office, in the

fifteenth century, comprehended, in addition to the more obvious duties

of an historian, the intimate and confidential relations of a private

secretary. " It was the business of the chronicler," says Bemaldez,


