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part of the town ; the low land which lies beneath it is

subject to the incursions of the sea, and this has greatly

diminished the size of the island in the course of

centuries. Heligoland was captured by a British force

in 1807 from Denmark, and in 1814 it was formally

ceded to the British government. The population is

about three thousand, who are chiefly employed as

fishermen and pilots. It has been much visited by the

inhabitants of the northern countries of late years as a

watering-place.

This little summary of our colonial history is now

drawn to a conclusion : the world, we think, might be

fairly challenged to furnish any equal display of energy

perseverance, and varied talent to that which has

peopled two great continents with the British family

of mankind. It is not possible to look into the future

and predict minutely the course of events hereafter,

but it may be said with confidence, that if the Anglo-

Saxon race remain true to itself and to its former cha-

racteristics, to none other is reserved a greater, and to

none perhaps so great a destiny in the world's history.

So long a career of prosperity could not, however,

arrive without entailing in its train grave and manifold

perils ; and our eyes have been already opened somewhat

to these, by the course of events of late in the New

World. There we have seen the inevitable conse-

quence of a community too rapidly growing in size.
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