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between the empire ofGreat Britain and the United
States of America, will be cftablifhed on the broad-
eft bafis } and we cannot but flatter ourfelves that

we (hall be fpecdily relieved from thofe diftrcfles,

to which our local fituation has more peculiarly

expofed us, in addition to the burthen and ex-
pences of repeated martial laws, and encrcafing
taxej, during the courfe of the late war. It is

^ within your Excellency's recolledion that the town
of Kingfton has been in a great meafure deftroyed
by a tremendous conflagration ; that the whole
colony was injured, and the Leeward pariflicj

nearly defolatcd, Dy two moft fatal hurri^nes—
From the fcarcity of lumber, and other ncceflTarics,

many valuable warehoufes and ftores of the moft
refpeftable merchants j the works and other build-
ings of the ufcful and induftrious f^gj^^ planters,

have remained to this hour in a ftate of ruin,, or
(for the mere purpofe of prefcnt exigency). have
undergone a partial and temporary repair. With
the moft heartfelt fatisfadion, we have fecn th«
earlieft difpofition, on the pa'ts of the Amcricansi
to fupply us with thofe articles wh:ch we moft re^

quired, on which the exifteocc of our fugae,work«
much depend, and which no quarter of the glob^
can afford with equal difpatch, certainty, and
abundance. We cannot but hope, fir, tli^t a*
branch of commerce, fo beneficial to the fubje^i
of the Britifli empire, will not be impeded, or in
any refpea obftruded, in its commtaicereent in
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