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got? Wo have prosperity, Uiw, order, pence, unmea-
sured liberty, tlio country secured a.uuinst tbreij-n foe,

trade and coninierce ])roteoted all over the world at
an expense one sixth less per head than in the neij^di-

boring Republic, and a mere Iruction as compared with
the expenditure of any other country we know of.

To exchange this condition with any other, would be
suicidal nuidness, and the thinking, leading portion
of our people, the poriion that have anything to lose,

are aware of the tact. They, like myself, have visited.

the United States from time to time, and have ha(f

ample data to guide them to the same conclusion. Ca-
tholics, no doubt, enjoy many advantages in that

country (and it is a Idessing for millions they have
such a country as a refuge), but after the experience

of twenty-four years in British America, it is my
deep conviction that Catholics, taking into account

their numbers and opportunities, are wealtliicr audi

happier—better Christians—and socially and politi-

cally more elevated here than tlicre.

In New York, Marjdand and Louisiana, there are

many Catholics in the higher walks of life, butjfew are

Irish or of Irish descent, and they owe their position

to anything rather than to the political institutions

of the country. For over eighty years, I have yet to

learn that one President, Vice-President, or any mem-
ber of the General Government at Washington, wa»
a Catholic ; and not more than two or three of that

faith (as far as I could ascertain) have^^reachcd that

Senatorial dignity, since the days of Charles Carroll

of Carrollton.

Catholics have now no share in the Executive, no


