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44 AFFAIRS ON THE RED RIVER.

The }T""^<^'""'"<^"t of Glatlstone and Brijjlit will not, it is quite certain, rcvorso the
liberal policy of the enii)ire in order to place McI)on<i;all and a few other C<ana<lian pol-

iticians into nnconifortahle places among a itcople wlio don't want them. On tlie con-
trary, it is almost certain tliat the Englisli govenruent will refuse to sanction any
measure of ( oercion whidi Canachi might wish to employ in obtaining possession of
the \orthwest Territory.

TluMi what is Canada going to do about it ? There are hut two things she can do.
One .s to treat "'

'i the insurgent; and accept such conditions as they choose to impose
upv»n her, if indeed tliey will accc,»t her nde on any terms ; and the S(H'ond is to back
square out of the bargain by whi( h the country was ceded to her Ity the Hudson's liay

Company, <u' ratlier by the Briti^ li govermnent. and refuse to pay the juice stip\ilated

for tile iturcliase on the very suthc icnt grouiul that the Hudson's Bay Coinpiiny uv the
Uritisli government, acting as ]uincipal in the transaction, was unable to deliver tl'o

goods according to the terms of tlie bargain.
We r(conimeMd tlie latter course to rnnnhx as by far the most advantagecnis to her

own exeiu'ciuer and lu'r general materia! .:torests. Let lier make a virtue of ne<'essity

and say to England tliat sli<> does not want these sour gra]»es wliich hang so far beyond
her read). Slie will thus avoid the humiliation of another defeat at tlie hands of IJiel

and liis I'^rencli hall-breeds, and of having her representatives marched out of tla^ coun-
try with a half-hreed guard, under the Candine Forks of Stinking l{iv<'r. And in the
mean time, whenever the jieoide of the Northwest Territory, after having successfully
vindieated tlieii- liiieities and maintained their indeiiendenee agi'.inst Canada, shall de-
clare themselves in favor of annexatiovi to the United States, the United States, they
may rest assured, will welcmne them with ojien arms, and England will gladly avail
herself of such a i»rovi'leiitial opjiortniiity to settle the Al'ibama claims with the ees-

.sioii to the United Stiit< s of a country whose destinies God has indissoluldy wedded to
ours by geographical allinities which no human power can sunder, a^-. He has diviu'ced

it fl'om Canada I»y yiliysical barriers which no human power can overcome.
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Comments by the English Press.

fFioii) the Pull Mali Gazette, (Lomlou.) ^fmidnv. January 10, 1870.)
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The dilliculty at the Red River ."ceiiis to jave assniiH'd a very serioun aspe<'t ; that
is, in no degree serious in itself, but serious i""om the international eomidications to
which it may itossildy lead. We must ]»reniise iliat the accounts which we recciv(i

from the States, as well as those fnmi Canada, of the events taking jdace there are
very little to be deiteiided on. The Red River settlement is a little half-cultivated
oasis ill lli>' middle of a waste of fi'itzen marshes tiiid jtrairies. News lioin tlienee baa
to tuiAel some liiiiidr<'il miles before it reaches tin nearest jioint connected liy railway
with the rest of the world. Its climate at this time of the year is exceptionally severe.

The C!inadi;iii jiapeis naturally give the most favorable view of affairs, tlu' American
the most niilavoral)le. But we are Ibrccd to admit that ni» to the ))rcsent lime the lat-

ter s«'eiii to be iiear<'st the truth. The Inqies which we entertained at liist of a sjieedy

lerminalion of the incseiit outbreak, through the recovery of the loyal part of the coin-

inunity from their lirst surprise, must ajipaveiitly he laid aside for the present. We
must lie < (Miteiit to hxdi on the affair from its worst side, as at all events the more
probalile.

It scciiis thill the discontented ]iarty, ccmsisting mainly of the French half-breeds,

<h'scendaiils of the old "voyagenrs," are masters lor the jtresent of Fort Garry iiiid tln^

other scattered posts on tlie Ifed and Assiniboiiic K'ivers. Governor MePoiigall. who
liad been sent from Canada to takt possession in its bebalf, lias abandoned Hie s<'itle-

liient and made his way out of it by the only practicable exit— which, niitbrtiinately,

is tl at lliroiigh he Anieriean State of .Minnesota. Report— imt then the report coiiich

from .\meiiean siiiirees—iilleges that he had employed Colonel Heiinis as his agent to

f*lir lip til" iieighlioiiiig Indian tribes, clients in former days of Hie lliidson's liayCoin-
|)any, to insist him in siitHlniiig the revoltcrs. Of this we nia.\ at present iieiieveas

iniK'h as V e please, mil il more trust worthy in format ion is procurable. It takes ten days
for news iVom I'einltina.on the American frontier nearest I'ort (iarry, to reach St. Paul,
jn MiniiesoT.i, . iiii whence it makes its wax both to Canada and to lis. Tims nun h,

liowever, appears clear: That fears of an Iiidiiin altack, whether well founded or only
instigated bv ma lev (deuce, liavi' excited to a high iiitcli the suspicious anger of the tri-

iimpliant lialf-lii'eeds. Captain Heiinis is said to have escaped ; but forty-lix e id' liin

jirincipal abetlors were c.iptnrnl liy the insurgents; four detained as liostiiges, the re-

Iiuiindcr " banished," which banishment scnis to have consisted in packing them
wnms the frontier into .Minncsof, I, and wishing tlicii) a good journey to (.'aiiada. Tho


