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Bunyan was generally charitable in his judgment upon 
others. If there was any exception, it was of professors 
who discredited their calling by conceit and worldliness.

“ No sin,” he says, “ reigneth more in the world than 
pride among professors. The thing is too apparent for 
any man to deny. We may and do see pride display it­
self in the apparel and carriage of professors almost as 
much as among any in the land. I have seen church mem­
bers so decked and bedaubed with their fangjcs and toys 
that, when they have been at worship, I have wondered 
with what faces such painted persons could sit in the 
place where they were without swooning. I once talked 
with a maid, by wgy of reproof for her fond and gaudy 
garment ; she tolii" me the tailor would make it so. Poor 
proud girl, she gave orders to the tailor to make it so.”

I will give one more extract from Bunyan’s pastoral ad­
dresses. It belongs to a later period in his ministry, when 
the law had, for a time, remade Dissent into a crime ; but 
it will throw light on the part of his story which we are 
now approaching, and it is in every way very characteris­
tic of him. He is speaking to sufferers under persecution. 
He says to them :—

“ Take heed of being offended with magistrates, because 
by their statutes they may cross thy inclinations. It is given 
to them to bear the sword, and a command is to thee, if 
thy heart cannot acquiesce with all things, with meekness 
and patience to suffer. Discontent in the mind some­
times puts discontent into the mouth ; and discontent in 
the mouth doth sometimes also put a halter about thy 
neck. For as a man speaking a word in jest may for that 
be hanged in earnest, so he that speaks in discontent may 
die for it in sober sadness. Above all, get thy conscience 
possessed more and more with this, that the magistrate is


