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sion of waloi'f;ills and of produflion of lake lidf^cs load to tlie

sanu- foncliisioii. So do tlie rcci'iit state of lioncs and slu-lls in

tlu! IMcistocone deposits and tiic pcrfoctly niodi'in facios of llieir

fossils. On sncii evidcMict; liic ci'ssation of llic <;la('ial cold and

sci.'i'incnt of our continents at tlicir invscnt levels are events

wlii li may liavo occurred not more than (JOOO or 7U(»() years aj4(),

tlio ifili such time estimates are proveritially uncertain in geology.

Tliis sultject also carries with it tlie greal(!st of all geological

problems, next to that of the origin of life, n.'iniely, the origin and

early history of man. Such (piestions cannot he disi'usse<l in the

closing sentences of an hour's address. I shall only draw from them

one practical inference. Since the compjiiatively short Post-

glacial ami recent periods apparently include the whole of human

history, we are hut new comers on the earth and therefore have

had little opportunity to solve the great problems which it presents

to us. Hut this is luA all. (Jeology as a science scarcely dales

from a i-eiitniy ago. We have reason for surprise in these cir-

cumstances, that it has learned so much, but for equal surprise

that so many persons appear to think it a comi)lete .and full-grown

science and that it is entitled to speak with conlideuee on all the

great mysteries of the e.-irth that have been hidcU'u from the gener-

iitions before us. Such being the newness of man and of his

science of the earth, it is not too nmch to say that humility, hard

work in collecting facts, and abstinence from hasty generalization

should characterize geologists, at least for a few generations to

come.

In conclusion, science is light, and light is good ; but it must

be carrietl high, else it will fail to enlighten the world. Let ns

strive to raise it high enough to shine over every obstruction

which casts any shadow on the true interests of humanity. Above

all, let us hold up the light and not stand in it ourselves.


