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up llie spacious cliiinncy, niul tlicii llic cloclv in iho lower luill .-ti-iiclt

(UK! Jiiul scut iiie to Ix'd. I liiiil lucii ii<liM'p I'.ir sMiiie time in tiie old

Fri'iieii liedsteiiil wliieli liiul proliiil)ly lielil miiiiy ^generations since it

was lirst put up, when I iiwoko witli u start, inia.LMnin;^ >liiit some
liody wa>^ in the room. I listened Cor a moment or two, and soon
lau^died at uiysidl' lor my foolish fancy. The moon-lijilit was slream-

in.ur into the apartment and playin;^ slrau'^e IVeiiks on some cnL^rav in^'i

Iwm/^in;,' on tlie wall; hut I heard iiothinu' except thu tick of my watcii

on the dressinjj;-tali!e. I was arrani^Miii; uiysell onco more eomt'ortabl/

imderthe hc<l-cIothes, when I heard a noise, as if somethiiii^ wa • l)ein,>5

(lra,ix;rod stealthily on tho (loor of the corridor, ami a lew ni'iments

ivfterwards the notes of an unknown jiir In'nke the nilhicss of the

iiijiht. AVhcn I lookeil at my watcii and sa^v that it was nearly throe

o'clock, I could no! Iielie\e that any of the I'aiuily would he nji at that

hour of tho mornint;. I confess 1 was sonu'whal stai'tled when 1 rc-

luomhered the st(My I had heard on tin; ]M"e\ ions ev(ininj;, hut I am not

.superstitious, and at once reji'cled the idea that there was aiiythiuij

.supernatural in those mysterious sound-i. I was on the jioint of p\it-

tiiig on my dressin;; j^own and .^oini; out into liie eorriilor. when the

music ceased and the noise l»ej;au a.rain. I imloekeil tlie door in

(]uickly as I could, hut nolhin;; was visihle, as 1 ln,ike<l into the c(jr-

ridor which appeared jjcrleclly dark, ior the n.o )n had at tliat instant

bei'ii ohscured iiy some jiassinLj cloud. ShnttinLr lite door, I got agai:i

into hed, with the, determination of havin;r a full exiilanatioii in tlie

mornin;;; f -oui some of the family.

I met oidy IMdIIe. de < Juercheville and her uncle at l>reak!'ast, as licr

father did not feel very wcdl and sent his excuses for his non-appear-

ance. I mentioned the eiri'umstances which had taken place dui-ing

the night, and as I did so 1 noticed that (uie looked at the other in

surprise. After a pause of a few moments, Dr. de (ruerchevilie ob-

served :

"I cannot at all explain the matter— it is certainly very curious

;

for the servants have, on two previous occasions, heard the very same
noises. None of us, however, have j)aid Miy attention to their state-

ments—indeed I don't tliink my brother has yet been told of them."
"1 hope you don't think," saiil M'dlle. de (liiercheville, addressing

mc, " that we put you purposely in that romii— it is the most com-
fortable in the Chateau, ai\(l noljody ever believed there was anything

in the stories which JMargiu'rite and aiujther ser\ ant have been telling.

I thought, when I was told of them yesterday, that the silly girls had

made thcni up to frighten the house-keeper who is very superstitions,

and no favourite with some of the servants."

"After what you have told me," contimied the doctor, '' I must be-

lieve that the servants did hear something. 1 suppose the Scii/ucur

will ratlier }>lnme himself ou the fact that this old house is haunted.

I believe it is only your old families that are properly entitled to

ghosts iu their houses—they are luxuries beyond the reach of com-

mon-place pcoi)le."
" I remember hearing a similar stoiy about a year ago," said M'dlle.,

" when poor Kaoul left us. Uncle,"


