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Then I went on to deal with that point. My situation at
that time was that whatever I may have felt personally
about the situation, I felt that I had to follow the rules
that we have. If the House, which it has not done, were
at some point to grant to the Speaker—any speaker—the
power to judge the reasonableness of the use of this rule
then I would have no hesitation in doing so. I hope I
would do it on the basis of common sense on the
circumstances.

Also I think I would reach back to over 20 years in this
place and apply some of my experience in that manner.
have to advise the House that the rule is clear. It is
within the government’s discretion to use it. I cannot
find any lawful way that I can exercise a discretion which
would unilaterally break a very specific rule.

I have listened to this debate. I have listened to the
hon. member for Winnipeg Transcona and others. For
very real reasons it is a matter that should have been
discussed in the House today. This is especially because
the hon. member for Winnipeg Transcona was one of the
active and very helpful members of the reform commit-
tee that was set up consisting of all parties some years
ago and has taken a great interest in the reform of our
rules.

I have to say, with I hope some sympathy and I hope
some understanding from the House, that I feel I am not
in a lawful position to unilaterally exercise a discretion in
the face of the rule that is in front of us.

Therefore I have put the motion and I must ask the
House.

ALLOCATION OF TIME TO CONSIDER SECOND READING
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Mr. Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt
the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

Mr. Speaker: All those in favour of the motion will
please say yea.

Some hon. members: Yea.

Mr. Speaker: All those opposed will please say nay.
Some hon. members: Nay.

Mr. Speaker: In my opinion the yeas have it.

And more than five members having risen:

Mr. Speaker: Call in the members.

The House divided on the motion, which was agreed to
on the following division:
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