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wish to extend my sincere condolences to the families in Los
Angeles who recently suffered the loss of a loved one.

Upon seeing the damage caused by the earthquake, we real-
ized the extent of the disaster and what a terrible experience it
must have been for the people in the area.

These are trying times for the people of Los Angeles, and we
deeply sympathize with their suffering as a result of this ordeal.
However, we know they will show much courage in the face of
adversity.

A number of us have relatives or friends living in Los
Angeles, and we therefore urge the Canadian government to do
whatever is necessary to ensure the safety of Canadians and
Quebecers who are still there and give them any support they
may require to overcome this calamity.

* * X
[English)

LOS ANGELES EARTHQUAKE

Mr. Ian McClelland (Edmonton Southwest): Mr. Speaker, I
rise before you today with a great deal of pride and apprehension
and a deep sense of duty, honour and responsibility.

My statement echoes the statement of my colleague preced-
ing. I would ask that all members of the House recognize the
suffering that has gone on in Los Angeles with our neighbours to
the south.

* * ¥

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE FAMILY

Mr. Ronald J. Duhamel (St. Boniface): Mr. Speaker, the
United Nations has proclaimed 1994 the International Year of
the Family.

Communities and organizations including governments
around the world are planning activities this year to recognize
the importance of the family today.

The UN refers to the family as a basic unit of society which is
appreciated for its fundamental role in the building of a society
as well as for the important socioeconomic functions that it
performs.

In spite of the many challenges it has undergone, the family
continues to provide the natural framework for the emotional,
financial and material support essential to the growth of its
members, particularly children, and for the care of other depen-
dents including the elderly, the disabled and the infirm.

[Translation)]

The family continues to play an important role in preserving
and promoting the cultural values we all cherish.

The family teaches, trains and motivates its members, and
contributes to the progress of our society.
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I am proud of what is being done by the government to
improve those structures the family needs, and there was proof
of further progress in the Throne Speech yesterday.

* * X
[English]
LABOTIX AUTOMATION

Mr. Peter Adams (Peterborough): Mr. Speaker, let us start
1994 with an example of Canadians already solving problems of
the 21st century.

Labotix Automation has a new plant in Peterborough to make
robot-like equipment for testing medical, agricultural and envi-
ronmental samples. ‘

The Canadians in this Canadian company are addressing
concerns we have about AIDS, our national blood supply,
environmental pollution and the cost of medicare. Their
technology allows the sampling of all kinds of fluids. They are
showing how we can compete in the global market by putting
this quality Peterborough product into 80 nations. They are also
showing how to create jobs and train young Canadians. Their
success is based on the talents of young Canadian engineers,
technologists and computer people.

In Peterborough, Canadians are facing the next century with
confidence.

[Translation)

AMATEUR SPORT

Mr. Roger Pomerleau (Anjou—Riviére-des-Prairies): Mr.
Speaker, as the press revealed last week, in Canadian amateur
sport—and I am referring to Team Canada, this country’s
national hockey team which will defend Canada’s honour in
Lillehammer—Quebecers are once again suffering discrimina-
tion as a result of racial prejudice and stereotyping.

On behalf of all Quebecers and all Canadians, I demand that
the government take specific steps to put an end to this discrimi-
nation so that all Quebecers, like everybody else, will have a
chance to be on the team.

[English)
MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

Mr. Stephen Harper (Calgary West): Mr. Speaker, in re-
sponse to the Reform caucus report on parliamentary pay, perks
and pensions, the government has advanced a plan to reduce
certain benefits on Parliament Hill. The Gagliano report is a
commendable first step that will save the taxpayers of Canada
some significant dollars and will be supported on this side of the
House.




