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Oral Questions

means the whole family must be able to discuss their

problems.

Yesterday, in this very House, members of the Bloc
Quebecois wanted to take part in the debate on the
motion presented by the New Democratic Party, and we
were denied the right to speak directly to the motion. We
were only allowed to ask questions but not to speak to
the motion as such. Is that Quebec's place within
Canada? Is that the kinci of respect Canada has for
Quebec: Ask questions but don't speak t0 the motion?
Madam Speaker, I sbould think that in the interests of
democracy and out of respect for the rights of ail
members, you would want 10 hear what everyone in Ibis
House has to say.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

[Translation]

THE ENVIRONMENT

Mr. Paul Martin (LaSalle-Émard): Madam Speaker,
in the absence of the Mmnister of the Environment, I
would like to direct my question to the Deputy Prime
Minister. If an agreement on the environment is 10 be at
ail useful, it must contamn the following: sanctions,
enforcement, mecbanisms for public scrutiny, indepen-
dent monitoring mechanisms. My question is this: Can
the Deputy Prime Minister give the House the assurance
that the air pollution agreement to be signed today
meets ail these criteria? Can be give us the assurance il
will flot bc just another case of window-dressing, like the
Green Plan?

Hon. Gerry Weiner (Secretary of State of Canada and
Minister of State (Multiculturalism and Citizenship)):
Madam Speaker, today is an historic date for Canada.
Our Prime Minister and President Bush will be signing
an agreement very sbortly. We have been discussing
these possibilities since 1978, as some of my fellow
members who were in the House aI the lime will
remember and others who were not. However, the Prime
Minister, Brian Mulroney, was the first one to raise Ibis
issue, with very substantial support from ail concerned,
and especially from the hon. member for Parry Sound-
Muskoka who, for as long as I have known him, has

worked very bard on Ibis issue, and I want to congratu-
laIe ail tbose wbo bave given this malter Ibeir support.

Somne bon. members: Hear, hear.

[English]

Mr. Paul Martin (LaSalle-Émard): Madam Speaker,
members of the government ought 10 know that Ibis
initiative was begun by my colleague. Tbat is wbere it
started.

Somne hion. members: Oh, ob.

Mr. Martin: 1 will say something else. The agreement
that Ibis govemnment finally came 10 is just so mucb
political puffery and so is tbis minister's answer.

The issue in an international agreement, if the minis-
ter does not know, ought 10 be, how can the citizens of
each country be assured that the other country will carry
ouI ils terms?

The question I put t0 the minister is Ihis. Is this
agreement enforceable, one countriy versus the otber? If
not, of wbat value is it otber Iban 10 provide a photo-op
for a couple of Tories?

An hon. member: Sour grapes.

Hon. Gerry Weiner (Secretary of State of Canada and
Minister of State (Multiculturalismn and Citizenship)):
Madam Speaker, the policies of bis bion. colleagues did
little or almost nothing in Ibis area for 20 years.

Some hion. members: Notbing, noîbing.

Some hion. members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Weiner: Today is a day 10 reflect on achievement
and accomplishment, 10 celebrate what we bave been
able 10 do together. A vigorous new partnership bas been
brought logether. Why not congratulate today instead of
belittling. Today is a day 10 reflect on Ibis success.

Mr. P'aul Martin (LaSalle-Émard): Madam Speaker,
il is very clear that the agreement is not enforcable; that
the agreement is an empîy agreement. This is an
agreement of absoluîely no significance, 50 let us go on
10 sometbing that is.

This week the Rawson Academy reported on the
secret diversion of water from Saskatcbewan t0 the
United States. In tbe last two monîbs, a number of
incidences bave been reported of potential exports of
water. Let there be no mistake about il. We are dealing
wiîh potentiai precedents under tbe free Irade agree-
ment. The question is when will this government bring
forth comprehensive legisiation on water exports 50 that
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