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believcd to have supplied the necessary capital
for the conduct of the business. As far as it
was rea-sonable for anyone to assure himself
on the matter, the departmental officiais did
Se.

Mr. SANDERSON: The minister says that
he bas some confidential information from
Bradstreets.

Mr. STEVENS: No, I said I had the re-
port. 1 sent one copy across and 1 shail -end
another. I do flot think it is fair to Dun
and Bradstrcet to bring their reports into the
bouse. Tbey are supposed to gîve a confi-
dential service and I think hon. members will
agree that it is scarcely fair to them to use
their reports. Personally I have ne scruples
about using them.

Mr. SANDEIISON: Speaking for myself
only, I have not the slightest hesitation in
saying that there sbould be no secrets in con-
nectien with this matter.

Mr. STEVENS: There are no secrets.

Mr. SANDERSON: A group of farmers in
western Ontario bave lost $40,000 becanse
tbey sold their cattle to this Richelieu Cor-
poration to be sbipped overseaçý. W.Vy wvas
that loss sustained? Becanse it was repre-
sented to the producers of these cattie that
the govcrnment was behind that corporation.

Mr. STEVENS: There was no justification
for that statement.

Mr. SANDERSON: I arn net quite so sure
that there was net some justification for it.*Surely the minister will not contend that the
information be got as to these men being
respectable and goed citizens was sufficient
to warrant the turning ever to themn of $13,000
of the taxpayers' money and practically giving
them a licence from the government.

Mr. STEVENS: I admit ne such tbing. As
1 have said alreadv, ail that the government
or the department did in this or any other case
was te assist in tbe ûquipping of ships for the
movement of cattie. We gave ne licence and
we gave ne certificate. 'Neither in this nor any
ether case has the government taken part in
the buyîng or selling of the stock that went
on the ships.

Mr. SANDERSON: I want te be frank with
the minister and I think he will be frank with
me. Is he satisfied tba.t he was justified or
that bhis department or the governmenýt was
justified in paying $13,000 to the Richelieu
Corporation te equip these boats se that they
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would be suitable for the shipment of cattle?
Is the minister satisfied that he did net make
a m-istake?

Mr. STEVENS: With the knowledge that
we had 1 amn satisfied that there was ne other
course which we could have adopted undeT
the circumstances. Let me say to the hon.
gentleman and to otber hon. ge.ntlemen who
have spoken that very strong pressure was
brought to bear for the opening up of traffice
between Mentreal and London.

Mr. SANDERSON: 1 will agree with t4hat.

Mr. STEVENS: This corporation had con-
trol of the lairage in London. Tbey spent
considerable on that and I suppose that is
more er less tbe reasen wby tbey wemit bank-
rnpt. Pressure was brought te bear upon. me
to assist in the equipping of ships on tha.t
particular rente. None of the sbips which
bad been equipped were running te London;
tbey ran to Cardiff, te Birkenhead and te
Glasgow. Hon. members of this committee
and others pr-essed me te assist in obtaining
sbips wbich were net under the control of
those in the business which I bave mentioned
already. It was reprcse-nted te me that tbese
people had sucb centrel of the space that
sbippers in western Ontario ceuld not get their
cattle on the boats. I was urged te secure
ships for this route and these two were secured.
I had to leave the question of their sea-
wortbiness te the insurance cempanies and te
the inspectors. I could net, assume responsi-
bility for the seawortbiness of the sbips. I
know of notbing further which could bave
been done in cennection with the securing of
ships and the con.structing of stalîs for the
movement of cattle to the London market.

Mr. SANDERSON: 1 sbould like te, put
another argument te the minister. I shaîl
leave the question of the Richelieu Corpera-
tien for a moment. For some montbs the
Minister of Trade and Commerce bas been
chairman of the special co.mmittee of this
bouse whiob bas been investigating the ques-
tion of price spreads, fair wages, fair returns
and aIl the rest of it, and I give bim credit
for starting tihat investigation. His object
apparently is te investigate the question of
undue profits. I put this question te, him.
Here is a matter affecting 'the farmers of
western Ontario. Tbey sold their cattle te
this dummny company appareaitly under the
endorsation of the Minister of Trade and
Commerce.

Mr. STEVENS: No, Mr. Chairman, I can-
nut alluw that statement te go unchallenged.
May I just intimate te my bon. friend this:


