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THE BUDGET

CONTINUATION 0F DEBATE ON THE ANNUA1L
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 0F THE MLNISTER
OF FINANCE

The Bouse resumed from Wednesday, May
5, the debate on the motion of Bon. J. A.
Rohh (Minister of Finance) that the Speaker
do now leava the chair for the Bouse te go
into committea of Ways and Means,, and the
proposed amendmant thereto of Ho. R. J.
Manion.

Mr. A. D. CHAPLIN (Kent, Ont.): When
the Bouse adjourned yasterday, Mr. Speaker,
I was dealing with the sugar beat industry
of western Ontario. I would like now to
refer to what the sugar beet industry lias
donc for immigration. During the past sugar
beet season 3,000 Bollanders and Belgians
worked in the beet fields of the county of
Kent, and whan not employed in those filds,
2eoma of these men work in the tobacco
fields and also do mixad farming, thus very
materially assisting production. Four hundred
Boilanders and Belgians are now iocated on
their own farms. These men had to be
assisted into Canada by the sugar beet com-
pany a f ew years ago, and arrived with no
money at ail. Thay are very thrifty and
have their own farma, well cuitivated and ini
splendid condition, and are making the very
hast of Canadian citizens.

With regard to the Patrolia plant, construc-
tion was discontinued after sevaral hundred
thouaand dollars had bean spant by the
farmers, due to the action of the govern-
ment in piacing an excise tax on heet sugar
in 1922, and in canceiling this tax in 1923,
substituting for it a reduction in protection
twice the amount of the tax. This gave the
cana augar refinerias a littie better protection
than thay had previously eni oyed, at the
sama tima reducing the protection to beet
growars by 50 cents per ton. I am n ft
holding any brief for the sugar company, but
they have been doing a gond work in bring-
ing immigrants to this country, and that
industry lias been respousible for placing
these 400 Hoilandars and Belgians on the
land.

Whiia on the question of protection I
would like to make a reference to the
woollen industry of Canada. As a rasult of
the action of this government a great number
of our woolien. milis'wara cioaed practicaily
over night, which. leada us to wonder wbat
business is saf e. And what did the raduction
in wooilen dutias mean? In the mili which.
waa closed. in Chatham it meant leas than
24 cents a yard on suitings and overcoatings,
or lais than $1 on a compieted overcoat. I

beliave the same thing would apply to othezi
mille now ciosed, and for that one dollar no
one received any benefit; suite and ovarcoats
cost as much now as they formerly did, and
thousands of men have been thrown out of
empioyment. That may not seem. quite
correct; such a statement may raquire a
littiL- explanation. I wouid like to draw
attention to the experience of the United
States in connaction with the woollen in-
dustry. Mr. Fordnay, of the famous Fordney
tariff-tha man who put a 42 cent duty
against our whaat entering the United States
-saw that their woolien manufacturera were
in danger as a rasuit of the importation of
foreign woollans. Ha said, "We have the
higýhest standard of living in the worid, and
we are not going to have it lowered by
aliowing cheap labour produets to corne into
this country." So Mr. Fordney raised the
duty to 100 par cent, and the United States
mills are busy to-day.

Now for the explanation 1 promised. I
said that thousands of employees of woolien
mills were thrown out of cmployment. I
should have said that they are out of em-
ployment ini Canada. Many of thesa men
have moved to the United States wbere
tbey have aecured jobs in factories which are
suffitientiy protected and ara running, so
they have merely changed thair place of ern-
pioyment. It may ha argued that thera are
soma woollen milia running in Canada. Some
may ha running in the hope that a Conserva-
tive government may soon be returned to
power. Others are running, but it is a saf e
bat that they are running for cover, and not
for profit.

I have baard about tha Simcoe miii as one
which is running, but 1 would like to tell this
Bouse that the manager of that mill recently
paased away. The business of running a
woollen mill in this country to-day is enough
to kili the most stout-hearted manufacturer.
During the late election campaign the Hon.
G. N. Gordon, who ran into a Peck of trouble
in the late election, asked one of the large
woolien manufacturera not to put out any
wooilen election propaganda, saying OWe will
fix you ail riglit." This promise was entirely
unnecassary, for bis government had already
fixed the woollen industries, but, unfortun-
ateiy, it was not "'ah right"ý-it was "Ial
wrong." This same gentleman was slated as
Minister of Immigration in the new cabinet.
I was greatly, surprised one day to read the
Prime Minister's speeches out in the prairie
provinces pleading for Liberai supporters in-
stead of Progressive members. He also stated
ha wouid like to have bis Immigration in-
ister from that part of Canada. I could


