
COMMONS

District No. 2.-Inspector O. B. Sheppard,

Sarnia.-Con.

Nominee. Headquarters. District.

E. Thiverge ... Clarence Cek.Rsei& Pres-
cott.

C. McLean.Ottawa....... Canleton.
T. Ellward .... Srnith's Falls... 'Lanark & Gren-

: xille (Inland).
Colin Craig. .... Sharb)ot Lake ... Frontenac & Len-

nox (Inland).
F. P. M %cCaffrey Westport. Leeds (Inland).
P. Lassinan..Pembroke .... Renfrew.
E. A. Kennedy.. Bakefield...Peterborongh.
Nicholas Brady.. Lindsay .... Victoria & Hall.

burton.
Donaildl McNiven Barrie........ Lake Sin;coe.

Mr. TAYLOR (Leeds). What salaries do
thiese overseers get each?

Mr. BRODEUR. $500.
Mr. TAYLOR (Leeds). What are their

duties to be?

Mn. BRODEUR. They are to look after
the carrying out of our fishery regulations.
By the judgment rendered on the fishery
question in 1897 or 1898, it was decided that
the right of legisiation concerning the fish-
eries belonged to the federal authorities.

Mr. TAYLOR (Leeds). In SO far as re-
gulating the close seasons was concernied.

Mr. BRODEUR. The close season, the
instruments used for carrying on fishing
operations, and everything bearing on the
preservation and regulation of the fisheries.
At the samne tisne, it was decided in view of
the proprietary rights of the provinces, that
they had a right to issue licenses. In
Quebec that right hias been exercised in
one section of the province. The other
section, the most important one, that is,
the section below a line drawn through the
St. Lawrence fromn Cap Chatte to Pointe des
Monts, is to be under the federal authori-
ties. In Ontario, the provincial govera-
ment, took autlsority to issue licenses, and
1 understand appointed some officers te
looki aftcr the carrying out of their regula-
tiens; but these officers have no specifie
aathority with regard to our regulations.
We had only three officers to carry out our
regalatiens. As a resuit, a great many com-
plaints were made that our regulations were
net being properly observed. For example,
in the faîl of 1907 there were complaints
that the close season for whit-efish was be-
ing openly violated in the Georgian bay,
which is one of the best fishing grounds in
the province. The inspecter of fisheries was
directed te investigate the conditions and
hie found that a large quantity of whitefish
were being taken in the close season. My

Mn. BRODEUR.

hion. friend will find the same thing if hie
consuits the report of the Georgian Bay
Fishing Commission. The unanimous re-
port of that commission indicated there is
abundant evidence of illegal fishing. We
have, however, no means, of giving instruc-
tion to those officers appointed by the local
authorities because thev are not under our
control; and it seems to me that not only
should we appoint officers to see te the
carrying out of our own regulations. but
a1'so to inform us as to any changes which
miight be required in them. How could
we get that information unlc.ss we appoint
our own officers? We had none excent the
three inspectors, and we had ne opportunity
of being in touch with the different fishing
dlistricts. We thought, therefore, it was ad-
visable to appoint inspectors and everseers
who woul sec that our regulations were
carried out.

Mr. TAYLOR (Leeds). The only real
reason whieh the minister had for these
appointmnents-45 in number in the pro-
vince of Ontarie is thiat lie wanted to give
a salary of $500 per year each to 45 of his
political friends for doing nething. The
only complaint to whici hoe caa point as a
reason for these qppointments is with
regard te some illegal fishing having been
donc in the Georgian Bay in 1907, some four
vears ago. Since that time hie knows that
thie Ontario zoverniment have purchased a
boat and have had that district under in-
spection. He las, simply appeinted a num-
ber of officers to do the wurk which is now
being well done by the provincial gevern-
ment. In my district the fisheries inspectors
and officers under the Ontario zoverniment
are doinz efficient work. There was ne
necessitv at ail te appoint these 45 men,
their appointment will only lead to trouble
between themn and the officers of the On-
tarie govcrniment, but the hon. minister was
anxious to give a fat job to bis political
supplorters.

Mr. CLARKE (Essex). Any one who is
familiar with the wav in which the present
'overnment of Ontario is administerin.g the
flshinz laws must admit that it is higzh tixne
somnething was done to protect the fisher-
men in that province. For t ie past few
years the complaints of the fishermen have
been of the strongest. character, and rightly
se. Until the administration of the fish-
eries was taken over by the present govern-
ment, it was customarv for the owners of
land to get licenses for fishinz in the waters
ad.joininz their lands, but at present they
are denied this privilege. The licenses have
been taken awav from Practical fishermen
and given te men whe have no experience,
but who are political friends of the party
in power in Ontario. and these rnen make
their profit bv subltftinz their licenses to
other fishermen. Another complaint was


