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SECOND SESSION—TWELFTH PARLIAMENT.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
THURSDAY, April 24, 1913,

The SPEAKER took the Chair at three
o’clock.

THE LATE SIR RICHARD SCOTT.

Right Hon. B. L. BORDEN (Prime Min-
ister): Wtih the consent of the House I
desire to refer to the death of a highly re-
spected member of this Parliament, Sir
Richard Scott, who passed away yesterday
afternoon. With his death there is removed
from the public life of Canada a very dis-
tinguished figure. Sir Richard Scott en-
tered the public life of this country as far
back as 1857, more than half a century ago,
and since that time his connection with
and his activities in public life have, I
think, been practically uninterrupted. As
a member of Parliament, as a Minister of

- the Crown, and as leader of the Senate,
he has played a very distinguished part in
the public life of this country, and I am
sure that all of us who had the privilege
of knowing him intimately received a cer-
tain inspiration from the perfection of his
physical and mental strength and vigour,
which™in his case were carried into very
advanced years. In all his public career
he was characterized not only by great
ability and energy, but by a very earnest
and intense devotion to duty. I feel that
the public “life of this country has sus-
tained a great loss by his death; and,
speaking for members on this side of the
House, and in this case I think I can do
so for members on the other side, we all
extend to his family and his relatives our
very sincere sympathy in the loss which
they have sustained by his death.

Right Hon. Sir WILFRID LAURIER:
Mr.I%peaker, personally I am very grateful
indeed to my right hon. friend for the kind
manner in which he has spoken of one
with whom I was associated for a great
many years; in fact, almost since the day
I entered this Parliament. The people of
Canada knew in a certain way,. but not
wholly, the character of the man who has
just departed from amongst us. He was
above all things of a modest and retiring
disposition; he never came very much in
contact with the general public; but those
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who knew him intimately, as I did, and
the members of the other branch of the
legislature, who were familiar with his
parliamentary work, will bear testimony
that he was not only a kind and amiable
gentleman in private life, but was endowed
with eminent qualities and talents. In
fact, as a legislator and an administrator
he had few superiors in the public life of
this country during his day and generation.
He has left on the statute book many
evidences of his ability as a legislator,
which will carry his name far into future
ages. But it was as a private man, if I
may say so, that Sir Richard Scott was speci-
ally distin%uished. He had, as was stated
on a recent occasion, mens sana in corpore
sano. He had by nature not a very strong
constitution, but by a careful and ab-
stemious life he managed to keep his health
his strength, and his vigour to a very od
age. He was a man endowed with the
broadest sympathies and a Christian dis-
position, and in this respect he was certain-
ly a model to all of us who came into con-
tact with him. The sympathies of the coun-
try are certainly extended to his family, and
the words which have just been uttered by
the Prime Minister, especially as coming
from one who was not associated politic-
ally with him, will be a great comfort to
his family in their bereavement.

CANADIAN NORTHERN ONTARIO
RAILWAY COMPANY.

Mr. LANCASTER moved that Bill No.
98, respecting the Canadian Northern
Ontario Railway Company, and to ratify
and confirm the purchase of a portion of
the Carillon and Grenville Railway Com-
pany’s property, be withdrawn, and that
the fees paid thereon be refunded, less
the cost of printing and translation, in
accordance with the recommendation con-
tained in the eleventh report of the Select
Standing Committee on Railways, Canals
and Telegraph Lines.

Mr. GRAHAM: As I understand it, this
was a Bill about which there was a good
deal of contention, and which referred to
claims of a somewhat ancient character,
made by other companies. I think it
would be interesting if the chairman of
the Railway Committee would give us some
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