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sinilar li its terms to what was known tbe Nicaraguan peninsula. My right lion.
years ago as the Blain-Bond treaty-a trea- friend said that Canada bad no direct in-
ty under wlhich, I venture to say, the inter- teest in the abrogatios of the Clayton-
ests of Canada would be very much pre -lnlwer treaty or in the construction of
judiced if it should corne into operation. I Ibe Nicaraguan canal-that sle bad no
would like to know from the right lion. gen- more interest in that canal than she bad
tleman what is flie view of his government in the tucaty affecting the Suez canal or in
witl regard to fliat. We know that wlien any ether trcaty betweea Great Britain and
the Blain-Bond treaty was proposed, there a forciga power. I take issue witb my rîglt
was a strong protest against it sent frum lion. friend. I say flat Canada bad a direct
Canada to the mother country, on account interest l tbe abrogation of tlat treaty.
of whici further negotiations were stayed Wlat interest las tbe United States in the
for the time being. Ias this government Nicaraguan canal ? Sbe bas tbe interest of
taken any similar steps with regard to the ler possessions on flic Atlaatic and Pacific
present treaty? If not, does it propose to and of the sbare wbicb sbe expccts to bave
take any such steps. I think that the gov- in the future great trade witb fle Orient. I
ernment might very much better occupy leave if te every bon. member wbctbcr Can-
itself at present in negotiating with New- ada bas not preciscly tbe same interest in
foundland for the purpose of rounding off that Nicaraguan canal as lias the United
the Dominion by securing the entrance of States. Our intcrests may be of a lesser
Newfoundland into our confederation than dcgue but we bave great Possessions on
in idle negotiations with the United States. fli Atlantic and fle Pacific and we bope
That colony has important trade relations to get some share in the great trade of the
withi many parts of Canada-not only the Orient in the future. I kncw of no portion
maritime provinces, but Quebec and Ontarlo of the empire wbici las a greater interest
as well. I believe that an arrangement could la tbis canal and in the abrogation of tle
be made between Canada and Newfound- Bulwer-Clayton treaty tban we bave. Tle
land which would be for the benefit of both attitude taken by my riglt lon. friend was
countries, and I would like to see the gov- not flat of Lord Lansdowne because la a
ernment beginning those negotiations; and dspatcli te tli British ambassador at Wasl-
as a preliminary, I think that flie govern- iugton in 1901, Lord Lansdowne referucd to
ment might very well enter into negotiations tli interests of Greaf Britaîn la flis Nicara-
with the imperial authorities for the pur- guan canal and in the Clayten-Bulwer
pose of obtaining some honourable settle- tueaty ly reason of ber enormous posses-
ment of the difficulty known as the French sions on tle continent of Ameuica. Tle
shore question. Canada is interested in that furtler language of Lord Lansdowne was
question almost as much as Newfoundland. quoted ia the fouse last year. Lord Lans-
Canada would be specially interested if downe said
Newfoundland would become part of our
confederation, and I hope to sec that island Shortiy afterwards Lord Hersoleli intimatedI)emnie heh:r inay yars Wethat the diflîculties with regard te thse questii)n
enter the Dominion befr any years. eAlaskan bundary seed insuperable
on this side will gi- e f(ic gevernment our and le feared it might be necessary to break
cordial support in any muovement to ftat off the negetiatioasof whicl ho hltierto had
end, and I hope that this government will the charge. Upon Mis Lord Salishury informed
take the initiative for the purpose of having Mr. White that he did net sc low Rer Ma-
this difficulty remroved so that the island jestys geverament coud sanction any conven-
may enter confederation unhampered by tie fer ameadiag the Claytoa-Dulwer
any sc difficulty as ow unfortunatelythis cutry would hardyall suh dtriult asnowlinortllaelvsupport nient la making a coincession which
prevails on its western coast. I do wenld be wlilly te the henefit ef the United
trust that my riglit bon. friend will bc able States, at a time whea thay appeared te be
to give us some information with regard s0 litie incliaed te cerne te a satisfactery
to that particular question. and to assure seltlernt in regard te the Alaskan frenticu.
tle louse that the goverîmenît is alive to My bon. friend from Easf York (Mr.
the advantages which would accrue ioth to iaclean) brougli tbat to the attention of
Canada and to Newfoundland by tliat i tie gui-rament last year. And these are
land becoming a part of this Dominion. vcuy sigaificant words indeed. Apparent-

My lon. friend from Haldimand (Mr. îy. at tbf fime, the British goveramet
Thonpson) bas referred to the Alaskan l faken a stand that it would net le a
boundary questiuîn. In common with every preper fliig te abrogafe the Cinyfon-Bul-
member of this flouse, I regret the positin weu fueaty witlîut making some previs-
in which that matter stands at present. The ion fer tue sefilement of fli Alashan
attitude of this goverament upon it has bîundary. New, I tlink it is due te the
been somewhat remarkable. Last year we lieuse :1d te tUe country flat my riglt
subinitted a motion for the purpose of bring- lion. friend should state fraakly the la-
ing before the House and the country the lîences if there wcrc influences, w-ble
papers relating to tle :i)rogatîi n off the led te tuai change of attitude on fli part
Bulwer-Clayton treaty, and flic government cf fli British goverament. And lie slitld
took the ground that Canda had no direct aie and nore esially. tell eole
interest ila tle liuesed canal at-ross fremn off teis iountry wetrer o ti t ctange cf at-
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