The great nazi army is still intact, and still undefeated; it outnumbers
the Greek and Yugoslav armies many times over. The :aid which can be
sent to these two countries is necessarily restricted. Moreover, the Balkan
peninsula is not the only or even the major theatre of war. Indeed the
opening of the Balkan campaign may well be the prelude to a great battle
for the whole Mediterranean basin. The nazis had hoped that a bloodless
conquest would secure their supplies from the Balkan region and bring
them a step nearer to the consolidation of the whole of continental Europe
as a nazi stronghold. We can all be profoundly grateful that in the nazi
path, Greece and Yugoslavia have become active obstacles.

But the chief obstacle to nazi ambitions j4 still Britain, and Britain
can afford to devote but a part of her effort to the Balkans. The threat
of invasion of her own island has not passed; that danger will grow as the

- spring advances. The battle of the Atlantic has not been won and it is,
as we all know, the most vital struggle of all. The unsettled state of
France and the presence of the nazi army of occupation on the Spanish
frontier, constitute a source of danger to Gibraltar and to British com-
munications in the western Mediterranean. The situation in the far east
also is by no means without its dangers.

We may be inclined to feel that the hostilities in the Balkans are very
remote from this continent. The truth is that the outbreak in the near
east, far from being remote, has in fact brought the conflict closer to us
than ever. In a realistic calculation of this world struggle, it should
not be forgotten that the subjugation by Germany of each new country
amounts, in fact, to the addition of another slave state as a dependency of
‘nazi power. In the nazi design for Europe— the so-called “new order”
—Germany would be the workshop and arsenal of the European con-
tinent. Within her borders, or under her control, the important and highly
technical industries would be concentrated, while the conquered territories
became hewers of wood and drawers of water, ministering to the nazi
war machine, and adding to its staying power. It is important that all
should realize that, sooner or later, the successful accomplishment of this
great nazi design, were such a thing ever to come about, would in fact
result in world domination by the nazi power. Apart from what it would
mean to the survival of Britain and the continuance of the British com-
monwealth, its effect upon this continent, in other respects, would quickly
make itself felt. While it might not of necessity be followed by an
attempt at military invasion of this continent, it would, through com-
petition of standards, drive North America into economic isolation and to
the use of totalitarian methods in seeking its survival. Nazi control of
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