
Here are some illustrations Of this evaluation. As early as the spring of 1990, circles of the new
power launched the ternis of a language manipulative of the public sphere, which distracted attention
from the real facts of life in favour of structures from the very beginning abstract. For example, an
opposition critical of the preservation of realities of the -socialism with a human face" type was
expected to offer "dialogue" instead of combat, by dialogue meaning an exchange of opinions wîthout
focus on the asymnietrical distribution of power and with no practical consequences 5. In the early '90s,
the so-called "neo-comxnunist" interpretation of the 1989 changes - according to which these changes
are rather the result of the need for adaptation to the "scientific and technological revolution" than for
democratisation - emerged on the intellectual background and stayed there for several years. It was
accompanied by a "nationalism" of neo-herderian origin and by the theory of the "apolitical" nature of
intellectual life; at the other end of the political spectrurn it was accompanied by the "cultural
evasionism" trend - ail of them formulas of abandoning, willingly or indirectly, political and civic
interrogations and of avoiding questioning reality 6. In 2000, Romania issued its first post-war
legislation to prepare and to introduce the politically independent public officers, capable to represent
public interest against the naturally diverse background of group interests and their representation. In
2001-2002 this legislation was not only practically suspended, but the process that followed acted ini
the reverse direction - i.e. extensive politisation of even more public positions.

International analyses devoted to Romania in the early '90s rightly evoked the populist
atmosphere i relevant ternis: "rumours surround you like flu viruses, 7 ; the leaders and their "deeply
conservatory" colleagues in the Front are, obviously, displeased with the idea of western capital to
provide the background for economic reconstruction ini the country" 8; "the Drova2anda machinerv of


