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mize the disruptive effect on the communities con-
cerned and to help civilian employees find other
employment. Armed Forces personnel et the bases
will be posted to vacant positions in other units.

At Rivers some 170 civilian and 300 military
personnel, and et Gimli 200 civilian and 800 military
personnel, will be affected.

Mr. Cadieux said that factors leading up to the
decision were a general reduction in the size of the
forces, a change in force priorities and the fixed
defence budget.

CFB Rivers, located about 30 miles north and
west of Brandon, and CFB Gimli, 55 miles north of
Winnipeg, have been used primarily for air training
by the Canadien Forces. A reduction in the pilot-
training progran, to meet the requirements of the
new force structure, was announced lest November
by the Department. Other Training Command bases
used for aircrew training are at Portage la Prairie
and Winnipeg, Manitoba, and Moose Jew, Saskat-
chewan.

The change means thet of the three primary air
training bases in Canada, two still remain in Mani-
toba, at Portage la Prairie and Winnipeg. Other
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RtOSPITAL FOR NORTIIERNERS

Mary Louise Bearhead has been lying unconscious
in the Charles Camsell Hospital in Edmonton, Alberta,
since she was injured in an automobile accident in
1963. To report te her family on her condition, a nurse
from the hospital travels 30 miles to their four-toomn
house, nestled in a creekbed on an Indien reserve.

The staff of the Charles Camsell Hospital is
made up of exceptional people. They realize that
their patients have special needs - most of them are
far away froi home, since the hospital serves as a
referral base for all northern residents. They also
recognize and understand the background and culture
of the Indiens and Eskimos, and the attendant differ-
ences of attitudes towards sickness and disease,
dietary habits, and sometimes - especially for the
older people - language problems.

Patients et the Charles Camsell get special
attention: they are taken on outings - they love car
rides - or out shopping and sometimes to a staff
member's home for a meal.

The idea of a special hospital for the North came
about accidentally, says Elva Taylor, Director of
Nursing et the hospital: "It began as a sanatorium
for tuberculosis control and as TB began to be more
under control we realized the benefits of a separate
hospital for northerners. This need still exists, and
possibly will continue to exist until "coast-to-coast"
means more than a narrow strip of populated area
along the southern border. The northern population is
scattered. Many still live and work in isolated areas
far from health care. Even radio-telephone contact
with medical care is incomplete. Some communities
can be reached only by chartered aircraft capable of
landing on water or snow."

About 40 per cent of the patients are brought in
by plane, and most enjoy the flight. An old Indien
man, however, wasn't too impressed. He said that he
ied never been sick, thet he wasn't sick when he


