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B)OULET ON GREAT LAKES LEVEJJS

Solving the problem of fluctuating water levele

the Great Lakes would be "agn achieveimet in the

rld.wonder class", Mir. Arthur Laing, thre Minister

Northern Affaira and National Resouroes, recently

Id a press con feence called for thre purpose of

rsnching a new hooklet concerning the acute problerm

water shortage in the Great Lakes. Thre text of

'e Mfinister's statenent was as foI1aws:
. 1 ami particularly happy ta be able today to

troduce ta the generai public a new publication

oduced by my Departmeftt and entitled "Great

akes Water Levels". While 1 realize , tbat duinig

e past months there lias been considerable discus-
~On about this topic (indeed, it is of very great

ý4 very direct interest to Central Canada in partir-

Rr), I feel that this present contribution wilIl fiii

n important information gap.
Ail Canadians have a general mental picture

the configuration of the Great Lakes, but we
511Iy forget~ that they represent the largest supply

t resh water in the world. Becatise of their tre-

eidous size, onue must guard against the easy

s'umiption that their fluctuations can be <,ontrolled

1the same manuet as the gigantic rivers of our

Outitr are tamed.

'UNIQUE PROI3LEM
Ie Lakes represent contrai problems whi are

tlique; we ares talking about 95,000 square miles

f water, which le equivalent ta apprimately the

ýt8I combined area of New Brunswickp Nova Scotia,

'rinice Eçlward Island and the islandof NewfoundlautI.

Oexample, ta raise the level o~f Lakeê Suprior by

Ifoot would require thre addition of 5,O00 cubic

'tof water pet second for five and a half y>pars,

'out spiliing a drop, through the Saint Mary's

ýiver. To lower the Lake one foot would reura

ýcftesponsing increase la its outflow over a similar

ength of time. 1 believe we can say wlthout hesi-

eonthat the solution af the Great Lakes water

tls problerm will be an achievement in the< 'world-
ý'1dr class.
1 cai 'welI understand thie private citizen who

ý8sfering from the dramatic rises or falls of the
,nk lvels, an~d who firmly believes that the engi-

neering community le hlding behind what may appear
ta be elaborately-writtefl munibo-jumbo. This is

not surprising, wlien onre tries ta get one's mind

around the great geagraphic realities involved.

Iit is for this reason that, ln preparing this booklet,

we bave pald particuiar attention ta presenting the

basic facts of the problem in a language that we

lippe will appeal ta all readers. We are proud af this

effort, and it is my hope that Candians reading it

will get a better appreciation of the many honest

and successful efforts being expended by those

agencies concerned 'with solving this problem.
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