
as weIl, perhaps the most dangerous of which is Hepatitis C. During the last few years, a

needle exchange program has been implemented in Vancouver, and there is no doubt that

this lias assisted in reducing the number of HIV cases among IDUs since 1996. The

program lias involved flxed sites open during certain hours, in combination with mobile van

units which have sometimes operateci on a 24-hour basis. Data from health specialists in the

field indicate that the mobile van units which operate around the clocZk have beeu

particularly important, since clients of the vai-.based needie exchange program have a

higher risk profile for IIIV and other infectious diseases than those attending a flxed site.'

As one specialist noted, "fiinding for needie exchanges was variable, and at one time vans

had to be removcd due to a budgetary shortfall."9

So far the discussion lias painted in broad strokes thie 111V-injection drug use

problem. Yet crucial variations exist across social class, race, gender, as well as other

variables. The poor and/or honieless cocaine or heroin addict on East Hastings Streetmay

he relativelv Drone to share contarninated needles with fellow addicts. But the 'iacuzzi


