
Another issue that is ofien ignored is the role of the business community within the New

Diplomacy paradigm- Theoretically, the formns New Diplomacy take on should be outlined. Do

NGOs merely nuance foreign policy or do they actually forge meaningfi.l alliances with the

state?

Ini response to the argument that the involvement of NGOs in foreign policy is inherently

undemocratic, Neumann argued that such involvement helps form a base of a "consensus-

oriented society." Ini such a society, the goverrment draws on the expertise and experience of the

civil society it serves. The process is legitimate as long as it remains transparent. Others have

pointed out that given the growing overlap between domestic and international policies, NOOs

flot only reflect domestic issues but became instruments of foreign policy. The role of the media

and new technology in the New Diplomacy "process" has been also stressed.

Some criticism was directed at the NGOs. A proposition was made that NOOs are

currently experiencing a crisis of maturity. While they have achieved access they remain

A~vu4ptMThi-rf> 2re ton manv of themn in competition with each other. Business, traditionally


