
The Canadien
Steel Industry

The Canadian steel indu stry has
corne a long way in a short ti me.
From 1736, when historical records
documented forged-iron production
at the St Maurice forges in New
France, until the 1940s, the industry
was almost non-existent, with peak
annual production attaining only
about 909 090 tonnes. From such
humble beginnings the industry
grew rapidly, encouraged by strong
demand at home and abroad, with
production attaining a peak in 1974
of about 13 636 363 tonnes.

The Canadian steel industry is of
medium size by international stan-
dards, ranking eleventh in the world
and producing approximately 2 per

a very efficient, dynamic, modern in-
dustry. The industry is price-com-
petitive when competing on an equal
basis, but high ocean-freight rates
and the below-cost pricing practices
prevalent in world steel trade often
place it at a commercial disadvan-
tage. The Canadian steel industry
has pioneered the adoption of new
technology such as basic-oxygen
furnaces, continuous casting and di-
rect reduction.

The Canadian industry fails into
two basic groups-integrated and
non-integrated producers. lntegrated
producers operate both iron-making
and steel-making facilities and are
often lintegrated backwards" into


