
Early ai±torV of Poruvian Xining

Peru is a min.ral r1ich counitry wi.th one of the world's richeat
uining traditions. The use of gold and silver for jewellery during
the Inca era w>.. diu<covered by the Spardsh, wJho in the sixteenth
century quic)dy settled in Peru to exploit the vast minerai wealth.
Even today, som. of the original Inca and Spanish mines are stili
b.inq profit.bly worked.

The Inca culture, which started around the twelfth century and
collapsed with the onbs. of the SpanisW Coriquest, gave a prominent
position to mining and metallrial 4evelopment, working gold,
silver and copper on a lag scale. The Inca~s knew how to use
merciury and produced alloys such as bronze and others, using iead,
zinc and platinum.

The vealth toun Iy th Spaniards in Pru halted development
of the mining industry duin te *arly colonial year$ - it was

undobtely asir tosac teple an palces Aditinlreasons
frte4sanainofmyngwr epower ,4stgl acko

xAmn4trativa craanization an oossiblV the passive resistance of


