
uninhabited. H$e went back tW Eingland where a returrt
trip to et the isaoc4wasfiae by SrWilliam
Courteenf in 1627. The coutry rmaine wiier British
rule until 1966 when the island was broijght to
independ.nce by the late Errol Barrow, first prim~e
minister of Barbaçios.

It is the only islanci in the region to escape cfangiflg
hancis from one European power to anothr duitng the
long colonial tusie for contrai of the Eastern Garibbean
duitwng the seventeenth andi eigteeno~th centuries.

Government
The government Is run under the Westminster iSystem.

With its House of Asaombly first havlp met in1 1639, i
ie the thlrd-olclest legislative body in theWestern
hemisphere.
Parliament consista of an eIectecI lower ho!se andW a
seate of appointed ,rspresentatlves. The heaci of spate

ia the Goveriioç GenraI.
There are two mIajor< politica< parties in Brao.Th

rui$Ifg Democratic Labour Party, in pwr snc 1986, is
lad by Prrie Minister Erskine Sandiod an h
opposition, the Barbados Labour Pary, ks led by Henry
Forcis.
D.mocratic electiona are held every f ive yeas.

The. judiclal systemn la based on British Qommon L-aw,
andl the jtu4kiary is separat. from~ the PW!Plaur and
Administration. The Attorney Generalis he principal
legal ecivisor Io the governmnt.
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