
In the course of making al
these movies, the NFB bas
found itself in the vanguard
of technical development in
cinema. And current projects
stili in the research and
development stage offer much
promise: among them is a
gadget called ''The Brain"
- a multi-axis camera and
-object motion control

system. -
lnternationalism is a high
priority at the NFB. Co-
productions with other coun-
tries are thus gaining popu-
larity with the board's admin-
istrators. Among the most
recent projecis are a co-
operative production with
PBS-TV in the United States
and more exotically, a co-
production with China's
enterprising Xian Film Studio
that uses the elaborate Imax
system of gianit screeni pro-
jection, which is 10 times
larger than the conventional
35-mm frame.

''Co-productions allow us to
do more expensive projects
that we couldn't do other-
wise," explains Colin Neale,
an NFB executive producer.
Now in the planning stage,
he adds, is a series of six
hour-long films on urbaniza-
tion in developing countries,
to be co-produced with
the United Kingdom's
Channel 4 television.
Another NFB oriority is using

But what matters most to the
NFB is making quality prod-
ucts for diverse audiences-
both domestic and foreign.
"We're creatinig films for
various audiences," says
Douglas Macdonald, a veter-
an NFB producer who works
in the English-speaking ani-
mation department. "We
have one group of films
loosely called Just for Kids,
for instance. They're ail
directed at children between
the ages of 5 and il years
old."-
Then at the other end of the
soectrum there is the 6.5 Plus
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Proud of what the NFB is
producing is Robert Forget,
head of the French animation
department and a visionary
who's working on the cutting
edge of computer animation.
Forget - surrounded by an
array of new technical toys,
such as a prototype computer
sound library for 1 000 digital
audio cassettes, complete
with a robot arm (co-
developed by the NFB and a
private firm) - is adamant
that the NFB keep up the
Pace when it comes to

computerized animation short
he crafted to celebrate the
NFB's 50th. The clarity is
stunning and the shapes of
the characters are unlike any-
thing seen before. It looks
like a new world.
"'Bravo! Bravo!"' A small
group of onlookers cheer, for
they know that Forget is part
of the future, and that he's
worth celebrating too, as is
the NFB. +


