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International Telecommunications Union

The International Telecommunications Union (ITU) is one of
the oldest and largest of the bodies which are designated as
Specialized Agencies of the United Nations. It has been in existence
since 1865 and its membership now comprises 79 states and 9 non-
self-governing territories. In 1947 an International Conference at
Atlantic City reorganized the Union, gave it a new constitution -
the Atlantic City Convention - and provided for its status as a
Specialized Agency.

The supreme body of ITU is the Plenipotentiary Conference
which meets only once every five years. The first such conferenece
took place in 1947; the second will meet in Buenos Aires in October
1952. The Plenipotentiary Conferences consider questions relating
to the Convention, establish broad lines of policy on technical and
administrative questions, and set up work programmes for the
Union. Continuing supervision of the Union's activities is main-
tained by the Administrative Council, comprising the representatives
of 18 member states, which meets annually. Canada has been a
member of the Administrative Council since 1947. Subordinate to
the Administrative Council are the following bodies: the Secretariat
with about 150 employees, permanently established in Geneva; the
International Frequency Registration Board, also in Geneva; and
three International Consultative Committees on Telegraphs, Tele-
ohones and Radio. All of these bodies report independently to the


