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The action was originally entered for trial at Ottawa,
but by consent of counsel argued upon a stated case at
Toronto on the 28th November, 1913.

J. J. O'Meara, for plaintiff.
D. O'Connell, for d*3endants.

HoN. MR. JCSTICE MIDDLEION ;-Tlhe defendant society
is a frat&rnal organization incorporated by anAct of the
General Assembly of the State of Connecticiiut, passed March
29th, 1882, and sînce then several tiies amended. This
Act in its final formn appears in the 1ailileýt filed at p. 18,
as'emnbodied in the joint resolution of June 27tih, 1901'. The
object for whicli the body is created is partly insurance and
partly purely social and fraternal. The corporation is given
power to adopt a constitution, hy-laws, rides anid regulations,
and from time to time to alter, amend ani repeal the 6ame,
provided that it Rhall continuto tehe governed by the con-
stitution then already in force under a similar authority con-
ferred by earlier Act, until such constitution, by-laws and
regulations shall have been altcred or clianged in nianner pro-
vîded by such consitution, etc. Power is giveni to the or-
poration to establish subordinate councils, or rather branches
and diiinthercof, in any town or city of its state of
enigin or any other state of the Union or any foreign
country.

The' constitution provides that the order shall bie governed
by a supreme council and state council; and each local body
is created a subordinate council hiaving certain limited
powers.

Memibership is limited te "practical Roman Catholies,"
who are initiated, andi, according to the original constitu-
tion, rveiveP threc degrees on passing- certain ceremonial rites,
th(, naiture of which has not bect«atel, buit whiei no donbt
import certain mioral ob)ligat0ins

The order has a large mnmership, lu Canada, but it lias
never been authorized. to transact and dees not transaet
ingurance business in fuis Province, ifs sole function in
Ontario bciug fraternal, or, as defined bv tbe constitution
iof proiotiug suehi social and iutelleetnal intercouirse among

ifs members as shall be desirable and proper, and by such
lawful mepansz is fo fhcm Q4 îahl scemr bcst."

The pliiff bas been ai memrjber of the organization since
the year 1900. lie duly paid his, initiation fee, $10, and was


