
TOPICS OF THE TIME

ratification of the Grand Trunk Pacific country's sake, the latter should as closely
terms was not at all a defeat of public owner- as possible correspond with the former. It
ship, and in taking that position we do not may, therefore, be noted, by way of supple-
necessarily take a partisan or political vieNv menting the article referred to, that a re-
of the matter. Public ownership, as a prin- vised stale of pay has, with other important
ciple, was not an issue in the recent election, changes, been since put into effect in the
thouýgh the exact terms of the agreement Canadian militia. By this revisýpn the pay
may have been so., As the agreement rates will be, as a general rule, twenty-five
stands, there is still a large measure of pu-b- per cent. in advance of those previously in

..lie ownership in it, for the casterri section force. The officers of both the volunteer
of -the r.0adý from Moncton to Winnipeg, is and permanent corps will in future receive
to be built and owned by the Goyernment-' from $2.5o to $5.oo a day, the permanent
or,.in other words, a longer stretch of rail- corps having a further advantage in a ris-
wayis to be under publie ôw'nership than has ing scale after four years' service. -The
yet been attempted on this continent. That rates for the rank and file in the volunteers
is why we can consistently approve of both remain as before, with good conduct pay of
the: road and the principle, twenty cents a day for the first year, increas-

We are aware that an independent posi- ing to fif ty cents for the third and- foll wing
tion such as this is open to misunderstand- years. Non-commissioned officers and men
ing, for the entire matter has of late been in the permanent corps will be paid as fol-
involved in, political capitalizing; but even lovifs : Gunners, privates, and drivers, 5o
granted that a better bargain rnight haýve cents, increasing in three years to 6o cents,
been made, it is still evident to the unbiased and in six years to 75 cents; corporals, 8o'
judgment that publie ownerghip is involved cents, go cents, and. $i.oo; sergeants,
in the terins by which at least one-half of sergeant instructors, and sergeant majors,
the nêw road is to be built. Publie owner- $1.00, $1.25 and.$I.50, increasing in thrce
ship in'Canadais still an experiment, and and six, years tO $1-25, $1.75 and $2.00.
though 'it will ultimately come into'general
favor and use, it is tobe introduced, so îar Railway Statbn Facoltiés
asthe Grand Trunk Pacific is concerned, by

T is important -that a city have as pre-a.partial trial. - But that is not to say that sentable entrances as possible. - First
public ownershi .p is dead. impressions areý apt to, be permanent, and

the land or water approaches have some-
BefterPay for the Militia times much todo with màking or.marrmg

N article in the November number of a city mi the estimation of visitws. Hither-A i. the NATioNAL MONTELY, on the to but little attention has been, given to this
4uestion of -reform in the, militia, iridicated phase of, city improvement in Canada, as.
certain directions in which.the standing of rnany waterfronts bçar sorry witness; but,
Our rnilitarybould-aridghoitýd be impmved. sorne of our , larger towns are gradually...
One of these was an incréue in the semun- rnakiýg changes for thebetter.
tration' attached to the service, though it So far 'as the, railway stations are con-
wàs stated that the matter of affkted. ceried> the need of improýernent is moýe in

ý,t6 Sdy a smaIl extent the gen&aI efficiency the direction of accommodation than orna-,
Thé imret of a good militia Inent The av rage depot is smaIIý ' incon-

of the militia. Iý
ries, deeper t1ian, the maney. valué 'Of its venient, and inadequate. Therè,has been a
OfÊces. rnarked iraprcvement'in the. last eight or ten

TIý this, however, as in neuly everything years, and the largýst citaes'have some buiid-
elge' the tnoney value fias eorrie influence- ingS thýat'aýe ttallY a y and
'G4Dcd men, good pay" oW ns in the militià CitY alike; but how 0: ciIý, outgrows, its

as tru1yý if not as ýlargrly, as 'M' busineu; station facilities IS, shdw ' n in the ca" ý of
tTë 

a ý6nMng 

thàt 
was

4nd'tven 'if faîthful- sévice Îs rendered in- TO'rOnt'Dï wh con-
j4 pi, den ly bf the r=ünerationý Ïor the sîdered Iârge, at the eiiýéý ît wa's, erecte4 hu

e,
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