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MANAGE~MENT 0F UNIVE~RSITY ATHLETICS.

At the suggestion of the Editor of THE VARSITY, I
will attempt to give, brieflý', an account of the evolution of
the management of athietics in the University of Toronto,
dwelling more particularly on the constitution of the
present Athletic Association and its (ïrectorate. It would
doubtless be flot too mnuch to say that as soon as athletics
became a prorninent feature in University life, there fol-
lowed a desire on the part of the undergraduate body for
the efficient ixecutive management of
them. The outcome of this was the Ath-
letié Association, instituted about ten or
twelve years ago, and which was the gov-
erning body uutil the close of the pastI
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stitution of the Athletic Board. Well, it had the desired
faculty and student representation, and also very compre.
hensive supervisory powers assigned to it ; but the ques-
tion was, Cou id it exercise its theoretical .control ? It
certainly, could and did, in many, matters ; but when the
question arose of financial. management of, or even sug-
gestion of such to any athletic organization whatsoever,
the .Board was at a loss. For example, they might flot
wish a team composed of University men to take a tour,
but how could they prevent such a teamn fromn doing exactly

as they pleased ? The Board had no
control whatever over their finances, and
so it became ultra vires for tbem, the
Board, to even attempt to enforce their
theoretical control over such a team. It
thus became evident that unless the gov'.
erning body had complete control over
the receiving and disbursing of ail the
funds of every athletic organization, that
it could not direct their actions. This is
the key-note to the situation as it exists
in the present state' of affairs, and has
existed in ail former athletic organiza-
tions. Th~e Athletic Executive must con-
trol, absolutely, the finances of each in-
dividual club. This brings us to our own
time, and an outline of the movement
which brought with it this welcome
change rnay be interesting.


