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days devoted to the celebration, my national prediiections
were neyer offérnded, unless perlîaps in the case of one orator
who, in no unkindly spirit, beheld, in decidcdiy diý.ordered
fancy, the beaver taking refuge beneath the earle's wing.

It is flot inappr,)priate to conclude by qnoting the words
of a relative, Mr. Edward jack, now no more, who, it may be
stated, proved himnself a worthy desccndant of a Loyalist
ancestor bv refnsing ta accept ibe offer of an office under the
Covernmrent of the United States, pectiliary suited ta bis
tastes, and xvith a tenîpting salary, because its acceptance in-
voived the ti ansfer of bis aliegiance.

In declining the invitation ta Le present at the Portland
celebration, he writes : Oar- fathers différed iin their views as
ta the path of duty. They have ail arrived at their cammnon
home where, for thc just, everiasting peace reigns ; that their
descendants inay for ail time dwcll together in unbroken bar-
mony in the fear and favour of our Alimighty Father and Pro-
tector is my earnest (lesire."

1. ALLEN JAxCK.
St. John, N.B.

The Immigration Convention.

Iis impossible ta exaggerate the importance ai the North-
West Immigration Convention, held in Winnipeg during
the clasing clays of Febrîay. The tWo )'ears of depres-

Sien froin1 wiiicl the commnercial wvorld bias now fairly cmierged
iarccd lirnie ta tue mmid cf evcry thirîker a poignant truth.
Ail classes bave beeîî and are cînpeiied ta take cignizaîea

teat that Canada bias reaclîed that stage in bier develop-
nient wilere greater progress depends an greater population,
and increased prosperity an inecased colonization. If the
fertile, vacant lanîds of western Canada were canverted inta
PaPUlaus COmmuLinities, the cast af developing a new caunitry,naw dcfrayed by a few, and consequentiy feit as a burden,
would bc a inere trille wbien divided amaong the miany - the
transportation camipanies could afford ta reduce rates, and yet
pay running expenses, when the volume ai expert trade
incrcased , the deniand for the mianufactured produets ai
eastern Canada wvoiîd grow in propor tion ta the i'îcreascd
population of western Canada ; anti the whoie Domninion
wauid Le enrichied lîy the activity cf the wealth now lying
.hidden and latent in the Great West, and by the incaming
,Fareign capital resulting frorn augmiented trade. Tbat the
calonization af western Canada sbould be ai as great concern
ta the eastern as ta tbe western provinces needs no proaif.

'l'lie streain af immigration that sbould flow, a strong and
irresistible tide, thraugh the departmnets of Jlederal and Pro-
vincial Governmnents, lias gradually dwindied down ta an inter-
muittent nul. To sit witb foldcd bands awaiting tbe incoming
flood af immigration ta sweep away the stagnation of officiai-
dam is futile. T'he efforts af gavernments, federal and pro-
vincial, af railway coînpanies and land corporations, arc nat
producing tangiblIe and appreciable rcsults. lImimigration
work should Le direct, swift, and effective ; Lut instead ai this
the agencies naw iii aperatian labour indirectly, slowly, and
fruitlessly. In plain words, the l)ominian's much-vaunted
Cispinited immigration palicy " lias proved a laborious failure.
If the Great West is ta Le caionized, the futile efforts ai officiai
departments must Le suppiemented, electrified, and focused.
An cnthusiastic and deterinied immigration crusade must he
inaugurated ta remave eery obstacle, ta overcome every diffi -culty, and ta break down every barrier hindering an înrush ai
settlers. This was the conviction that spurred and animated
every ciass ai plel in western Canada ta scnd delegates ta
the Immigration Convention.

-THE PROCEEDINGS.

I)eiegates flocked ta attend the convention iroin far and
near. Represenitative mein were sent iroin British Colunmbia
and Algonia, froin every important to'ni iii the Northwest
Territonies, and froni the mtînicipalities ai MVanitoba. Mr.
I)aiy journeyed iromi Ottawa ta Le prescrnt at the convention;
prominent citizens came froni St. Paul ; and Mare than anc
public-spirîted settler gave proof ai bis faith in the country hy
travelling irom reinite districts on the vcry bardenland of
habitation. The proceedings ai the convention svere char-
acterized by the gicatest enthusiasmn, but tue eitiîlus;îasm 'vas
tempered with accuracy and hard-beaded, sbirewd conom

sense. Every carefully prepared address, every paper, every
exteml)ore speech, gave the strongest evidence of moshaken
faith, unhounded pride, and unlimited hope in the counltry*
The addresses and papers may be considered as beioflgiflg tO
ane of two classes. Io onie ciass there ivas set forth a truth-
fui and exact description of the generai resources in the
speaker's district, and aiso of any attraciions peculiar to sc
district. Ini the other tliere was an attempt, rude it inay have
been, ta devise, ta outiine, and ta suggest plans af attraçtflg
and obtaining settiers. The former rnay Le regarded as
excellent immigration literature ; the latter, as the first, a
rough draft ai a new colonîzation agency. The former gave
valuable statistics and information on the actual experiefice Of
settiers, stating what liad been accomplished, and what fligbt
bcecxpected with more colonists in the country. jThe latter
tried ta salve the problemi of securing the colonists. Na one
douhbts that the Great Wes~t pussesses fabulous weaith in t
natural resources. 1ictures af its attractions have been pa inted
in ail known shades-in the sombre black and the duli gray O
disappointment, and in the glowing and roseate hues of en-
thusiasm. Ta dweii on those praceedings ai the conveltofl
dealing with the cauntry's attractions and resources is unfleces
sary. 1,ike the golden age, an account of these things ,ouid

hean aid story. Enougli ta say that, ai ail entbusiastlC
speakers, the Rev. John McDougali, of Morley, N.W.T., a
pioncer missionary, descendcd from a race of pioncer mission*
aries, capturcd oratorical laurels by bis portrayal of the western
land of promnise. Mr. McDl)ogall's enthusiasmn may Le en-
dorsed Without any discounit when it is rememrbercd that
anîong l)ioncers the missionary af the vast plains is exPo5.ed
ta the greatest hardsbips without the compensation af mnateril
gain.

THE PRACTIC-tL WvORK.
Hadl nathîng more tl an the publication and distribution

of immigration literature heen attcmptcd in the convcntOlf 't
would bave been but a wordy conclave, a transient puif unde
scrving af the widc notice which it lias attracted. The ait",
however, was nat ta indulge in wordy embellishmcnt of fact S'
but ta let thc facts speak for themseives ; 'lot t
taik, but ta do ; not ta paint the Great West as the
land af pra.nise, but ta secure chlîjdren fromr the l
world for this ]and af promise. Thus the addrcsses and
papers deaiing with the practical side ai colonization, tOg
suggestive and tentative rather than clearly oui lining a Pln
of action, were what imparted ta the Immigration Conlvention
its reai and lasting worth, and what svîll likely be productive of
actual resuits. As any kind ai colonization sehemne miust have
an organizcd and permanent agency, the delegates ta the Col"
ventian bandcd together in a permanent, warking order, Calle
the Western Canada Immigration Association. In the wordeaf the cominittee appointed ta argaîîize the association? , 'The
abject ai this association is ta dncourage suitable immnigrationl
ta the districts rcpresented in this association." It was recoin'
rncnded by resolutians, unaînimously carried, that, ini arder to
farivard the intercsts af the association, " the Executive Co""J
mnittee bc instructed ta endeavaur ta secure grants of n'ne
frarn the Dominion and Local Governimcnts, the m-un iciPaii'
tics, corporations, and campanies ta Le beneiitcd by the imnne
gration work undertaken by the association " ; Cethat t'
gavcrnmcnt and land corporations Le rcqucsted ta iuriisb
cvery facility for the formation af co-aperative and cainrmcrcial
colonies ;" and " that this convention wauld wish ta affirmn its
sense ai the importance af the prep-iyment of settlers' Passage
money as an aid ta immigration, and its desire that the perîre*
muent arganizatian shauid form-ulate same seheme by vhICh
the principie shall Le carried inta aperatian." hhThese are a few ai the preliminary resolutions With iC
the Western Canada Immigration Convention wasused
inta prominence. Thc variaus addresscs and the general di-cussion served ta show how comnprebiensive is the work whiCh
the association lias set itseif ta accomipiish. It prOPOses to
beconie an administrative immigration bureau, çarrylng 9
SUCCes-sfni issue calonizatian schemes, hy which multitudes
the aid wvorld, cager but unabie ta emigrate ta Canada, are
ta Le aided, bath in transit and for the first few years 0 iscttîe'
mient. To attain this aimn, grants ai maney will be requlested
from departmcents and corporations naw enigaged in i" ga
ion work, and irom camipanies and mu:îicipaiitics w hich ,,,

[je benetited by increased immigration. IMr. GrecfiWa)
;uggestion, that the D)ominion and Provincial Gao.er1ci1ts
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