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X/R, GAGNONS essay on Caniadian Bibliograplîy is ar
V±catalogue of a library coîîtaining pi intecl books,

manuscrîpts and prints relating to the history of Canada
ani adJaceiit counitries, witli bibliographic notes. M\r. Gag-
non is an aldlerman of the city of Quebec wbo lias been co[-
lectirîg books aîîd aIl sorts of antiquities relating to the lus-
tory of Canada for twýerty years. 11e is said to have speuit
about >,"20,000 on bis collection, wlîich is, perhaps, the larg_
est of the kinid iii prîvate bands in tbis country. To des_
cibe lus bo00k as a unere catalogue would be to do it a great
injustice. Tt is an annotated catalogue. In an infinite
nuuber of cases Mr'. Gagnon bias added notes to the (les-
c'ription of the book. In tIse seven hundred and ten pages
of closely prinited nuatter tîmere are oveu' five thousand sepa-
rate publications îîoticed. The infinite labour and buo'e ex-
pense involved iii getting Up this work cars only be explaîined
by the theory that it is a labour of love. Mr. Gagnon fui'
nishes bis fellow bibliophiles witlî a preface wliiclu appeals t(i
eveu'y collector or entisusia8t of anly descriptionî wliatex er.
We will niake îîo apology for translating soune of luis par'a-
graphs, because tlîey explain in the most satisfactory way
the pleasures aîîd the difficulties met with by aîsy collector
of books, but msor'e especially by any collectoî' of Caniadian
bocks. Mr. (lagnon says :

IlWbien twenty yeaî's ago 1 corinînenced to muake tiuis
collection of Canadian books, a description of wlsich I to-dav
offer to, tIse public, 1 did siot suspect that tîsere weu'e so
maruy writings reîating to Canada or' upous so many varie(l
subjects. 1 then uîidertook the task witbout presunription,
because I was not awaî'e of its extent or importance. As 1
advanced, in nsy researcîses I becanie more and more fascîn_
ated witls this kind of labour, even to the extent of beconu-
ing passionately fond of it. 1 sparect nothing;- neitiet'
journeys, nor watchfulness, nior nîoney, in ordeu' to -ive f ree
course to my rage for collecting. Thus I have come to be
able to inake a collectionî botlî conÂ'derable and pî'ecious of
autogi'aphis, mariuscript docunsents, unaps, plans, views, por-
traits and book plates relating to the listory of Canada.

1 know by experience 1 have inîposed upon inyself a
heavy task in undert'îking this work and I know also thiat
the (iticulty is in doing it well. In fact tire best biblio-
graphies are iipei'fect. Volumes have been written on bow
to fori catalogues, and thie result bas been only a tliffeu'enct'
of opinion on a very great number of points. 1 biave mnade
inyself tlioroughly farniliai' with two ou' three of tire methods
eniîployed by different autîoi'ities, and [1 have rmade fî'ous

hein one paî'ticulau' kinid wvlicb appeas to ne to bave givers
a little satisfaction. lus iny eyes the best quality of a cata-
logue is to be easy of coiisultation. In prepau'ing iny wou'k
1 have not lost siglit of thuis nîost essential object."ý

With regard to the dîfficulties whicb Mr. Gagnon lias
met lie .speaks as folîows, and any person whuo bas studied
the subject will agree witls liîuîi

ITire collector of Canadian publications uneets ob)stacles
and difliculties absolutely unknown iii the formîation of any
other collection. A 1)00k printed in Canada in the begiui-
ning of our century is often more difficult to find than
book: pî'iuted in Europe by tisose whso ints'oduced printing
there more than foui' hundu'ed years ago. Our Canadian
books have almost always been printed with few impres-
sions. Besides, iii addition, there have onily beei a suuîail
uunber of ibraries and loyers of books to take steps foi'
their pu'eservation. Then, again, the great nuinher of fires
whîich bave almost made Canada a place of celebrity, and
wbicb have contrihuted in a great degree to the loss of pre-
cious msateî'ial. Have we not seen many times our Pai'lia-
îuentary Libraries, miade at the cost of gîeat sacrifice by on-
li'ghtened meii, destroved iii a few hîours by this d1estructive
element ?

",These reuniarks aure especially truc of tise innumerable
p),inphlets whuich have been priuîted in Canada. Tbe.se are
the more difficult to pres'erve because ofteîî they are coun-
posed only of a few sheets, in appearance of little value, yet
it hsappens that pamphlets whichî say the least are ofterî
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tire iinost preio~us. Noire of themi ouglît to be disdained,
because sonre (lay or, other an investigator can find there
useful facts. it is froin these littie sheets, five,' ten or thirty
pages. so easily to be lost, that historians are able to flnd a
piece of information soulght for elsewlîere in vain and of
great assistance to tlîer. [ t is for this reason that I keep

wîbaJealous care ail my littie pamphlets, amiong \vhiCbi there
is a largre riuuxber of the greatest ra rity, and which have
uiever been described before.

IThis fact that certain Canadian publications bave
becomne very rare, sorne irrev ocably lost, seeîns stili more
astoirishingy when we think tlîat the introduction of printilg,
into Canada only dates f rom the middle of the las1i century-
In fact it is generally agreed that printing caine here with
tire first nunibpir of the Quebec Gazette on the :2lst Jufle,

These pai'agrapbis xvbîcl we hiave juoted froni Mr. Gag-
non's preface are no doubt correct. There have been pre-
vious atteunpts in the way of creating a permanent record Of
Canadian bibliography.

In 1 S67 Mr. I-I. J. Morganu publislied his Il Bibliotîlecai
Canadensis," or Mianiual of Canadian Literature, and in 1886
Dr. Kingsford publishied bis IlCanadian Ai'cbiitology." r
Morgýani's work is referred to by M.Gagnon as having been,
consulted by hini frequently. He points out that the unain,
defect in Mr. Morgan's comîpilation is bis want of informta-
tion about French Canadian publications. Dr. Kingsford's
Canadiani Archaology bias more refereuce to UTpper Canada,
luut Mr. Gagnon inakes (lue ackniowýledgýment for inform-ation,
received also f romn that autbority.

In a printed statement furnislied witb the book, àir.
Gagnon says that lie is preparing a list iii chronological order
of Canadian works, which the author ha-, been unable W~

procure, but which are known to him and most of which
have been destroved. 11e intended to include this list as
well as an alphabetical indlex of naines in the present vol-
unie, but lie finds that the book bias grown to sucli a size
that hie will be obliged to issue these two additions as a'
separate appendix.

Viewed in any aspect, this book of M\r. Gagnon's is i

remairkable production, and hie deserves a great deal of credit
and the inot sincere tlianks of eveî'y lover of Canadian lit-
erature. [lis dex otion and self-sacrifice are exceediniglY
great and the rexu1ts aie iiery instructive, and we cantiOt
imagine tlîat the work that hie lias set liîiunseif to dIo coula
possibly bave heen betteu done.

Like ail] catalogues, our lists of any kind, it is more tluati
possible that books have beetx oinitted l)erliaps quite as imi-
portant iii sonie instances as tliose described, but, liowever
this îîîay be, it îîuay safely he said, that livreafter no library ii
Canada of any pretensions, wlîetlier private or public, cal,
afFord to be without this work. -Mr. Gagunoîi's Bibliograpby,
wîll always be a standard reference.

ITUiS excellent work, which we luefore uioticed, was origilv-
Ially publisbed as one of a series of "Guild Text

Books," and baving already reaclied a sale of no less th&ii
twelve thousand, bas been reissued in a more attractive, but
stîll iuiexpensive form as the flrst volume of l"The Guild Li -
rary. " The author bias not only revised it, but lias added
two iost valuvable chapters on "lIsrael" and JeU
Christ."

Dr. Grant is well known as an exporient of the views
of believing and reverent Bi blical cri ticisms, as represeuited,
bv Drs. D)river and Sanday, and tbe chapter on IlIsrael " S
a fine exanîple of tbe exposition of the bistory of the peffPîe
and the doctrines of the propliets based upon tbe nîost ge'5

erally adopted results of criticism. As Dr. Sanday sIl

years ago adv ised, Dr. Grant commences with the prophets
and skillfully pourtrays the developrnent of their teacbir,09
about God, and Israel's conception of its relationi to Iliul u
of Messianic propheey with special reference to the pr'
phecies,. of Isaiab; of the idea of vicarious sacrifice as

-1 on this point sec Mr. Gagnon's note on nuiber 2781), page
1 1Religions of the World.' " y G. IM. (àhant, 1).D1) L.

inicipal Q,,ueen'8 University, Kingston, (Jançoa. Trwelfth tholîsan'
Reî îsed and enlarged. London: A. & C. Blac,'k Eglinbiugh:R
R. C'lark.
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