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like 'I The Raiders," 'Ilc he{ouse of the WVolf," Il A White
Companty," and ail those restless nox els whichi are crowdinga
Upon us to-day. We hiad becoine so over-nîce iiu our feelings,
Wo restrainied ami forîîîai, so boutA by habit aunu use iii our de-
votion to the cifeminate realîsts, that o1ne sicle of our nature
Was starved. We tîîust have at revoit at any cost. -Naturally,
tue11, ail these young mcen who have at onîce te artist's eye and
the adventurer's heart, as 80011 as they turned tîteir hand to
story teilitig, sprang at once into favour. They have niany
thinzgs li comtniion spirit, courage, knowledge of the world,
honesty, education, breeding, and a dislike of mawkislmness and
Sentiîîîeîtaîty. Art seemis to tent seconti to life ; and1 a ilay

sf port is Itetter tliiu a tîîglît of study. Tlîey would rather
have gotie xvnth orld"wt Alexantder of Macculon, or
crosseul the Alps witlî Na1îoleon, thati Ihave walkedl w itb Plato
or suppeti witlî Viroil.

*Mr. Stevenson ini everx- volume, iuideed, shows himself a
writer for men rather than women. The stress anti turmioil of
the pursuits cf ne11 are morne entertaining to inti thauï the ad-
lirl(lle virtues atnd beautie.s of xvîîntcu." And iii ail tîtat ex-
ceilent series of stories of the troulilous tintes of Hcîirv of
Nav.arre, IlA Gentlemnan oif Franice," I' The House of the Wolf,
I' The Mari il, Black," as '.eil as ln Il Francis C]udde," it 18 the
thriliing iticidlenit, a îîew mi1e to c'.ery page, .vlîclî cbietly eti-

gages the writcr's attention andu captures bis8 reaulers. Not
analysis, but story-teliiig, pure anid simple, is the nitai f tlie

Scîtool. To be life-like etoîccrus thcmi less than to lie movig,
enthr;îl]ing, ami vivid. Anti they are right. Gîcat as5 bas,
been the service rendered to Englisi pr-ose in tlîe last hiaîf cen-
tury by the realists (as tiîey arencailed), tlîcy ncvcrtlîcless cani-
nlot liope to have established a permanent manner ini fictionî or
a Permanet iethoîl. Tlîey have mtade palpable falsity and
CliiluliSlî exaggr4,era;tioni forever impossible ; and, ini future, what-
('ver fashion of icivel îuay conte itt volgue, its style must hear
thte imipress of trutît ami touscîeitioulstiess giveti it uitier tIhe
tutorsltip of realistu. Ail our- careful sturlies ini dialect and
local colour xviii comne tri be valued as contributions to thte faith-
fui liistory of oui- own tinte, as pieces of accurate -self-portrai-
tutrc ; but tliey xviii in the main cea.se ti lie valued as litera-
turc. Oîîly a few nînsterpieces tof rcalismn, atnd tîtese, toucbed
by ituiaîination, will find anr abiîlitg place iii Englisît letters.
Realisitha giveni us a careful ndstudious maniner in art,
Whiclî reniders,', it dciightfui to thte quiet ami curttus rett(er,
but for thte incurirîns and actixve niari it is sotncwliat lackiutg i

iuterest. The fanît, periiaps, bas heen nuit s0 rtucli in the
tbcorY of the realissas ini tîteir practîce. Thcy itave tiot darcd.
They bave becît lackiîinl sinccrity anI înatihood. Thcy have
ttiti oftcîi allowed tîteuiselves to choose vapidl and ntaudlin suit
iects, foî'getting thai xvbile a claiantîg inter is ani inestitît

aîe1(1tii a story-telier, it cati avail hit tîotlîiîg if ite hiavc,
-fcî ail, ni> sttîry to tell. A scrap of real life,systerai,

is aways intcrestiuu, bowex et humble ((r tante. But it is not.
The conimonplace ini life (lues not intercst us as îtucli as tite
drantatic. Cotîtîtoît people dIo îkot interest us as itîel as the
uncottttni, xvletlier tlîcy lie unicouititi for i irtue or- beauty tir
daring tir tvice. We tieîatid ini >rt s0 nietilg bettet than we
eau find in1 ourseives.

itelf 1i8Ii, like cvolutout, is good as a mnîc s to an end ;- of
istniiY i proves notiting" And the uone or two masters of real-

isiithîs coiuntry, w inilcuicatinita doctritne of arînitîter
fia or altogether sound, have beern theinselves such finislîed

artists, that we have conte, until very iateiy, to set too miuch
Store by their crecîl. At ieast, 80 it seetus to nie. But mi1e
tIxust nlot be tîtî itîsistetît ; for tte great tiig kit last is to sectire
the sprcad tif thte lîcautiful and tilte righit lîy whatevcr ieaxîtrs.
-And if a mati cant (iet througlt I The Heavenly Twirts or
" Mareila " or II Sbips Tîtat PaÎss ini tira Nig-ht" ami feci thte
bettel. tif it, iti Heaveti's riaîit let hint.

As a piece of literature, btîwever, as a pîcce tof art reahiy
valutilîle,- any tole tif itaîf a diizen stories inIl Pierre and Fis

People " wili outiast atiytltitg ever written by thie authors tif

these tlîree tîtolstrosities tif letters.
Il od's Garristtt," IlTltrce Outlaws," Il The Stone," 4'An-

titille and Anigelit 1ue,"--these shoîrt stutries, along witli a fewv
hy Mr. QuillerCtiuch, in 'I Ntîughts nda Crosses," caliîît lie

O)verîtaýtclied anywliere s]hort of the Eîîglishl Bibîle. And it is,

for thte lîresclît, a suiticient estitîtate o~f titeir autîtor ttî say tîtat
'te ilS one tif thte liaîf dozeti Eîtglish lt îîelists, tî wlttitt thte opeti-

iî-Of the tw.entietli century i8 îikieîy tolîli.

BLISS C vifi '. in the C/tep -Book.

As kîiuîxledgc ad atîces, pîcasure 1 tass es frotît thie eye tut

thte ai- ;liut î'etttt'îis, as it ieitefrîttî thte car tt thte eye.

H-istory f'or PReady Ltefei-eueu.*

~fHJ8 valuable addition to cx-ery iibrary, large or sîtînîlj, coltT. tittuesto show tire great industry and excelletît juulgintt't of
the learuied librariaui of Buffaulo, whîî is editor anîd comtpiler,
'Plie innst îiterestiîtg comîpilationi, ut the opinion of rnost of
our readers, viii lic Ireiand, to wlîich are devoted about fifty
pages. Thie editor ias also given to this series of extraits a
feature Itot usual in the îîajoî-ity of cases ; andl tlîat isI A
logical outîlîte of I risht History ln wltîcl the doinoîtîant -ottdi-
tionîs andi inifluences aie tîistiîîguisîeu lîy cîlîuî's." As oînue
cati sec, thte edîtor lbas liatl lefore Iitti a delicate îask wlteîi lie
attettpts to conudenîse jîtto a tquarto pa .ge oîf iîrditîary type, t
inftluenîces tîtat tlîuilîtate thte lrislî people. iltrwever, ini lus
tleciuleîly ilîgeltitîs "cîterali' t lias îîîîst d.ev
ly over the înist darîgerous places, andi uioes luit appea- tî lia'.e
falleîî ini. For itistaiice, he explains the difilculties bctwecîî
the Eîîglish aîtd Irisht by telling us that Ilthe Ceitie amtîW
prevailing ou cite sîulc of St. Geori'e's Chanlhswre l
iii puîlitics as algainst thie Teuttiiinile"s on the otiet' ; andt i t
is probiable tiiat rio chiange of ci rî utnstai tces or condîitionîs '.oultl
Juive altereri greatly thte relattioîîs, of tire txvî peoples." It is
ntio eicrîuragîtg îwvr i i tihld tîtat, Il wlîile oppressiont ini
Jrelaîid, îv'letlter religrions uîr poiia is wlîîlly anti fo et-
extiîîct, thte lîitteîîîess xvhichi stays iii AîtglIo-l-islt polities 18
tlhe lîîîgerîîîg raîlcor cf a liateful past, not uîuickly tt lie extiti-
gruislîed." Tlhc utterances tif MIr. Healy, ntî thie receptitît
gîivel tutMt. Blakce inî Ne.. York are certainlyevîlences of the bit-
ternîess., tlat still exists amiong a factioni cf tlie people. .\Vc are
afralil, litixever, tlîat tlîîîîglî Mr. Laîîtt'r lias rihiiiously xvei1glîctl
cveîy wuîid lit tItiis Itilgical outdine " -- and it is imtpoîrtanit to filua
thiat cine t-att lic lofl'tu/ oîî thte Itislh ruestitîti le tvîll ltardly flîtî
ls Ir-ishî itntcîitîorarics agi-ce wivtIt lîiîî tlat tce Eîtîlisli tact
lhave moire Il tîtasterful i1ualitics," anul titat thte political gli.
of tlic ltislii i-s 'I tr'ibal andî rotvinicial ini its rantge, and
wanting in' a ntationial cîîînpr-elîeîîsix ctîciss." Yet lHurkcý was ant
Iriýsîtiiati, anti foreîîîost aittotig great tbiîikers ; iuideed, fotr
breaiitl cf phlilostopîhic tlîriuglt ntu Eîîglislîiîîai cf lus day ci-un
et1ual liîîî. Arthtut v/ellesley, [luke tif -Wellington, u.eîtaiîily
litai tliose Iltîlast-rfui " qualitieýs '.vlcl tIeti'îltît tîtîes tr i. us
race. 'fli naiîtes cf uîîany meni, faîinous iin xar, statesîoiaîisltIP,
literature aind scienîce '.ili occur to our renuiers as sliowiîtg tîmat,
inilus atteîtipt to lie lîîgicad, Mr. Larnied lias bîccî ua litu le frr
getfnl tif the acliieveieuts tif tire rInsu. Mi-. Gilailstctîe or t- I..
Blake xvuuld prcbalîly tell hîiîî tîtat, if titi'rislî lia'.e liecole
Itrîial or provitncial in ut tlir itolitical uutitlicts, Lt 18 cltietlY

on1 account tif tiiose crushuig- ctnditionîs " tif tîmeir îiolitiu-al
existetîce tii wiviili the cihitur refers. P sîgaway frrîtî thte
Inish proiliî, we ctîte, tii a series tif extiauts reluitiiîg to tItiý
liliraries cf tire woi-lr, andi liere oui' cati ie, Iîgical xvithlîîît in-
currîing the datîger tif wtîutdiîîg tntiotntl susceptibilities. Otît.
is lIere tistonislteti at thte aîllazing grcwtt in tr lile-aries of tuje
lUîîiterl States. li 187(5 tîtere ivere 3,649 lihiraries tif tiiet- 300)
xvolutmes ecti, witbi an aggregate tif 1-2,-276,964 i iluîttrs. lit
1891, tiiere were 3,804 lilitaries ii uver 1,000 volutmets 1ii
each ; oîf tîtese, tliere itere 16,605,286 volumtes ini tue Noirtht
Atlanîtic diivisioun; 4,276,894 ini the Southi Atlanîtic dlivision ;
1,345,708 ini thte Sotîhtî Centtral ; 7,32)0,045 in tle,
Ntorth Central ; 1,593,97-4 iîî thîe Westerin. in lass'aclîusetts
alone, thete ivere, in1 18S91, 175 ttixî s ami cities ltavîîtg, fret'
public libraries uîxder nmunicipal corittul anil tire nuîîtîir las
coîîsidcrably increased lîy 1894-aîud -248 ti)f Uic 351 ttîwns ntd
cities coutttiîied libraries ini wlîicl thte people liai-e riglîts, iii
free privileges. Tîtere were tîver 2,500,000 xvolumîes ini ttese
libraries, availalîle foîr thîe use cf 2,104,224 cf the 2,238,943
iiihahiitants '.viclt tcr State coiîtaiîier according to the eîsus
oîf 1890. The gcifts cf intiividuals inî ntoney, not including gifts
tif bototks, foîr hibraries and lilîrary bjidîgexcced fit-e an'1d <1
haif mîillion dollars. In iritaîy cf te sittili toitis, tvitli a
sîcuuler vuluation, tlhe State lias takcîi thîe intitiaîtive iti aiulin-
thte ftormtatioin tif free piulblic ilrit. Thie statistics relatiîtg
tut Canadia tire iiot very full inî tlis t tluitîr, lîut it ib obvittus
tat eveni Onitatio, xvitlî its wealtlî andi inîtelligent poipulationî,

aind its facilities fuir the esttdilisýhuiit cf free pulblie lihiraries,
is fat- liehtinu thte great sttîtes cf the Aiîerictîît Fedit'-tî Repul i

*11fts-niî Fi-tt {îî Rî-:REîwxt -. ]'rti»i the lieS HhsHtc-iatjl,,

tory foîr al uises, extenîiiîg tri ail euîtittiies itîl sulijeets, tîtî t-eliteseîîtittu
fuir lîctb readers antî stîuîoîts the letter and ntou-r litet-ature tif itistor-' il
the Fîiglisl alguage. By J. N. Lariun, m it iiuieroîts ltistoic-al tît;ipS
frotît origiîtal sources tatt tirait iîgs iiy Allaît C. IReiley. Vci. MI.
(ireece luo Nibliegî Lied. Spîringiel1, Mass. :Tle t'. A. Nitiiols Cii>.
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