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As we prepare for prees the second
great tariff debate cf 'the session is in prog-
mess. The indications in advance are that
Mr. McCarthy's motion u'ill have tlfe sup-
port cf a solid Opposition, theugh sme cf
ite propositions muet be fat frein satimfac-
tory te revenue-tariff-!ooking-ta.free-trade
reformera, but that it will net deduct more
than a feu' votes frein the regular Govern-
ment majority. Several cf the dissatisfied
Government supporters u'ill find it hard ta
vote against the affirmations cf the pro-
amble, which are in accord with what they
have themeelves declared, but they will
pmobably refuse ta, accept the conclusion, on
the ground that they have already decided
that the Governinent shall have turne ta
make up ite mi. Twe points of special
intereet are involved in this debate. It
will afford a dlue ta the gtmength of the per-
senaI fehlowing u'hioh the mover will ho
able te rely on in hie revoit against the
Govermemnt, and it will tbst the feel..
ing of Parliament on the prinoiple of dis-
cri mination in faveur of the Mother
Country, a principle which it might ho

euppoeed would commend itacif heamtily to
the niany whe pride theis ýlves on their
loyalty ta the Empire.

France is joined t) her proteotioniet
idole. Probably the beut thing ta do is to
lbave hem alone until snch time as the exig-
encies caneed by hem enormous armeaments
May be leus exacting, or outil her people
shall have their eyes opened, as those of the
people cf the Amtemican repu blic are becein-
ing opened, ta the supreme f olly of obstruct-
ing the channels cf trade, thraugb which
muet fi w the lite-ourrents cf national pros-
perity. Certainly tho treaty u'hich îe the
outcome cf se umucb enemgetic and pereever-
ing effort on the part cf the Canadien High
Comnmissioner is net very encouraging to
treaty-making as a Canadian industry. It
would he unfair te pase judgrnent in advance

cf the High Coinmissiener'ti explanatione,
but it is hard te cenceive cf any satiefac tory
reason for the acceptance cf se extraordin-
ary a provision as that which secumes ta
France the benefit cf any concession which
Canada may mette ta any other nation in
respect net only to articles inçluded in thie

treaty but te ail articles whatsoever. That
le ta say, Canada im ta be precluded fromi

making an exclueive arrangement with any
other nation while this treaty is in force.
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Canada muet be pretty badly in want of à
treaty if she will consent ta have her hande
tied in that fashion, and for se infinitesimal
a retnrn.

WhetbeZ the rajection of the principal

clauses of thie Army Bill by the Committee
of twenty.eight presages ite defeat in the
,Reichstag or not, it certainly indicates a
state of popular feeling to which the Eru.
peror and hie Chancellor will do well to take
heed. It i. very clear that the people of
Gerrnany cannot much longer be relied on
to mubinit ta the burden of militarimin which
is pressing thein ta the earth. If the re-
porta publimhed with regard to, the indigni-
*.ties and cruelties muffered by soldier eat the
hande of their officara are founded In fact,
the popular movement cannot fait to be
greatly etirnnlated thereby. What muet be
the heartlesmneme cf the petty tyranta who
can mc abuse their authority îls te drive a
dozen yonng men ta suicide within the
space of a few weeks. Net the least out-
rageons part cf the affaire i. the ridiculously
inadequate sentencs paased upon thome who
hava been convicted cf eueh atrociaus
crimes. Snrely the Government muet be
blind or infatuated, or it could not fait ta
foreeee the effict muoh incidente muet b.
producing in the popular mind. Can it be
that German military lau' permits an officer
te etrike a mubordinate at hie own sweet
will. There are few thinge more demoraliz-
ing ta national chamacter than an overshad-

owing military systein like that of Germany.
May Arnerica long be epared such an inflio
tien.

It is now reported frein Ottawa, we
know net with hou' much anthority, that
Sir John Thompson has deoided,.in case the
judgment of the Supreme Court affirme the
right of the Government ta entertain the
appeal of the Manitoba minority, te pro.
ceed at once te the use cof remedial meaa-
ures. In view of the manifeet incensist-
ency of hie course in incurring the trouble
and expense invelved in the reference te the
Court unlesa such is hie intention, the ru-
meur seeme nat improbable. The Govern-
ment would place itself in an almost Indic-
roue position shonld it, after receiving a re-
port from the Supreme Court afflrming il s
powet te give renkedial legiuiatien, decline
or hssta to ue mnch power. This weuld be
reverming the natural order cf proceedinge,
and would expose the Gevermient te the
wrâth cf the appellants, who would have
evemy reasen ta conclude that they had been
tmified with. On the other band, it ca'nnot
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