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To Erin.

Rev. Edmund Hill, C. P, in Donahoe’s
Magazine.

L

The Passion-Flower ot pations, thou,
O Erin, Isle of sorrow!
" Yet ever shines about thy brow
The light of Faith’s to-morrow.

‘Where’er thine exiled children go,
Heav’'n smiles benignly o’er them;

Where'er they turn, in weal, 1n woe,’
The Cross leads on before them.

O “Populus Apostolus” . -
(As Rome’s great, Counell call’d thee))!
"MTis God’s high purposs guides thee thus,
His will that hath enthrall’d thee.

II.

When Jesus died, His back was turn’d -
On Salem’s thankless city;
' While toward the West his bosom yearn’d
~With love's forgiving pity. . o

. From age to age before Him spread
The tuture’s wondrous story;

His eyes each penpie’s annais read—
Its more of shame than glory. -

Hig Church wonld conguer far and widey
Yet ot the while defeated; he
The scorniul robber at His stde’ -
Again, again repeated, e ook
o L g Y
* He saw H1s Rome, from Satax reft.
Her empire stronger, yasber,
Than arms and canuing skill had weft
. For earth’s now vanquish’d master. - -

He saw new kingdoms rise and fall. - -~
Republics thrive and perish . 7«

' But one dear §pot from out théin all
A fonder love should eherish.

A land by rough, geas virgin-isted

I’ th' North's half-mythic regions;
Nor, like her sister shote; defiled

Be tramp of Cesar’s iegions.

IV. ..

He call’d attendapt.apgels tyree,
And sent them swiftly winging

O’er mount and vale and pleasant lea
Wwhere April green was springing.

« Go, sow my Blood for after years—

Reven drops of ruby treasure;
" 7 And gather from ny Mother'a tedmy

Of pearts an equal maum-a o

#Go shed them o'er yon bhosen soi}: i =
The Isle of Martyrs make it. - -

My grace shall there find richest spoil;
My mercy ne’er rorsake it

[P

THE BLIND WEAVER.

A blind boy stood beside the toom
And wove a fabric. To and fro .

Beneath his firm and steady toueh
He made the busy shuttle go.

And oft the teacher p‘assed that way
And gave the eolors, thread by’ thread;

But by the boy the pattern fair
Was all unseen. Its hues were dead.,

« How can you weave?” we, pitying, eried ¢
The blind boy smiled: “J do my best;

¥ make the fabric irm andstrong,
And one who sees does all the rest.”

Oh, happy thought ! beside life’s loom
We blindly strive our best to do,

And He Who marked the pattern ouf,
And holds the threads, will make it trne.

Beth Day, in Youth’s Companion.
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LEAGUE OF THE
SAGRED HEART.

GENERAL INTENTION FOR
AUGUST.

Catholic Missions 1 Iceland.

Messenger of the Bacred Heart.

Jceland is the lurgestisland in Europe
after great Britain, and is situated opne
hundred and fifty iles north ot Scot-
land and seventy-three west of Green-
land. This isolation away in the Arctic
Ocean, together with Iceland’s com-
paratively uneventful history, is perhaps
the chief reasch we hear so little about
it.

But its religious history is a glorious
one, and the fact that it is going to occapy
the attention of our twenty-three mil-
lions of Associates during the whole
month of August, will give it, from a
Catholic standpoint, an importance it
has not hitherto known.

Iceland i8 the land of contrasts;a
land of midnight'sunlight and noonday
darkness ; CBITYiDg eternal 8ncws on its
surface, while it8 surface hides great
streams of boiling water, A feature ir-
every landscape in Iceland is some vol-,
cano, glowing or extinct, or a mountair
range of solidified lava, hidden unde:,
shining glaciers as 0ld as the history of.
man. )

The island was discovered in the year
860 by Naddoddr, 8 Norwegian Viking
who ¢alled it Snajland or Snowland. The
earlieat monument of Icelandic literature

tells usihat the Viking colonists had
been preceded by Culdee ancborites and
Irish settlers abowt 725, who abandoned
the island on the arrival of the Pagan
Norsemen. The existence of bells, croz-
jers and Irish books, left tebind attests
tpe presence of the children of Erin.

It was only in 878 that the Norwegi-
ans formed the first permanent settle-

- ment at Reykiavik, the present capital.

A further increase of Norse population
took place when the tyraut Barold
Haarfagr drove a large number of chiefs
and their families into Iceland and this
was further increased uunder the reign
of 8t. Olaf, About the year 928, Iceland
became a republic, and remained so for
three hundred years. After having
tried various forms of government and
hecome a prey to intestine strife the Ice-
landers, in 1261, fell under the power of

Haco V1., King:of Norway. In 1387, it
I'was sybjygated to Denmark, and the
funion of the Danish and Norwegian

monarchies brouglit Iceland definitely
under the crown of Denmark. .

‘1 THe religious history of the first cent-

' uries of this northern people is full of
magnificent traits.
when Iceland wasstill a republic, and
pagal), the representatives of the people
et on the'lovely plains of Thingvalla,
‘and proclaimed the religion of tie Cath-
olic Chutch the national religion. The
Church of Christ flourished aud brougnt
forth -admirable fruits of science and
sanctity. Two leelandic Bisbops are to
be found in the Roman calendar, and
the Benedictines and Augustinians rais-

Benedictine .. monastery at Thingeyra
Lelongs to Ireland’s Golden Age. the
age wherein Icelandic poets and chroni-

clers were consigning to imperishable

parchment the noble deeds of their fel-
Jow-countrymen. Some of these Sages
arﬁmasﬁﬂﬁi&’es ‘of style, and show
what a. marvelfous ‘attention was paid
to the . eultprd: of Jeiters. in a remote
corner of the world at ‘s time when a
large " portion of Europe was suuk in
barbarism. © o
In 1551, Christian 11I, King of Den-

plant Protestantism in the island by

.+ jthe soft{r arts of persuasion, tried the

sterrier method of sending men-of-war.
The Bishop, Jon Arason, put himself at
the head of a smsall'army and swore to

peretics the cause of God’s Church, he
was successful in several engagements,
put was finally handed over to the
eneniy by'a traitor, and was beheaded
on the 7th Novembeér, 1550. He died a
bero, and with him died the Catholic
 hierarchy in, Iceland. The Lutheran
rligion was then proclaimed the only re-
ligion of the State.

. “But the people of that northern igland,

{ as if loath o yield up the - okt faith - re-

tained mueh of the ancient Catholic
ceremonial and Catholic spirit, The
Lutheran morning service is atill known
after three bundred and fifty years as
the Mass, and at various places may be
seen crucifixes, triptychs and pictures - of
saints, to recall bygone Cathalic days.
Devotion to the suffering Baviour ig still
retained in vigor amopgst them. A
Protestant minister, Hallgrmur Pekers-
son, a Scald of remarkable genius, com-
posed a magnificent poem of fifty books
on the Passion of Our Lord. It is oneof

'the most beautiful works ever written

onthe subject. Every Icelander pos-
senpes a copy, and knows it almost by
beart. - During the season of Lent it is
sang in every family, one book every
day. 8till more striking, perhaps, is that
the cold worship of Lutheranism could not
extinguish amorg those poor people the
devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary.
One of the. most celebrated Protestant
bishops of the island, Beyjolfr Sveinason,
a poet of merit, .composed in honor of
Mary a noble book of poems. The book
was pever printed bat it 8till exists in
Iceland and at Copenhagen.

It was towarda this unfortunate people,
bidden in the Arctic seas, and separated
from the true Church for three hundred
years, that Leo. XIIL turped his eye last
year. Frowm 1554 to 1854 no attempt bad
been made to convert this distant and
lonely ieland. In 1854 two French
priests undertook the difficult task.
Only one family was converted, and this
is still the only Catholic family on the
island. In 1895 the Bovereign Pontiff

that we possess, the Islendinga Bok,

gave orders to the Vicar-Apostolic of

In the year 1,000,

ed monasteries,over the island. The.

mark, after haviog vainly allewmnpted to

eet deathrather than abandon to the |:

Denm ark, Mgr. Van Euch, to establish a
Catholic mission in Iceland, and last
autumn two secular priests were sent
thither to begin the work.

Private letters received since wmention
the cordial reception they met with at
Reykiavik. They opened a small chapel
for public worship, and at the first Mass
the crowd was 60 great that many had
to return home, being unable to find
room. Inthe evening, at the Benediction
of the Most Blessed Sacramént, which
was followed by a sermon, the chapel
wag filled long before the appointed
bour,, and the crowd outside was four
times as large as that within. A family
presented itself at ‘once for instruction,
and the urgency of building a church
became evident. For this purpose it
would be necessary so collect alms.

There - have been’ f{ound among the
population of sevgnty-ﬁve thousand,
some three bundred lepers who are sore-
ly in need of being ‘cared for. Father
Sveineson, an Icelandic Jesuit, has un-
‘dertaken the work of ‘collecting from
generous Catholics thropghout the world
‘the wherewithal to puild a leper-.
house. It i8 consoling to . learn
that heroic souls are pot wanting to
nurse those poor afflictéd people: for
besides the Sisters of ; Saint Joseph, who
are preparing L0 opey g school as well as
take care of the lepurs, gix secular ladies
have already offereq themselves for the
charitable work. ;

The Associates of the Léague of the
Sacred Heart are earnesily Tequested to
pray for the success of yhigmission which
our Holy Father hag yndertaken to res-
uscitaie. Theréis every yeason Lo believe
that the generous, L,,;géitable, religious
nature of the Icelandic race will readily
accept again the trye:faith which was

appalling calamities wWhich overwhelm-
ed us ; for the corraption, incompetency
and treachery .which demoralized the
armny and left Frapce practically defense-
less againgt her foes and deeply consci-
ous of her gpiritual needs ? It was re-
called that Bagaine, the traitor was an
infidel ;thag a1l the generals who hag
foaghit mantylly and often victoriously
were Chirigiigns j thab the greatest sacri-
fice of men and money were made in
Christian communes, and that the trait-
ors, shirkerg and fomenters of the an-
archist carnjvals of murder and arson
were infijejs. It dawned upon the
people who had flouted the Church,
that Athejgm was the. curse of France
and the root of every evil in the
land. A grest Wave of re-action

‘against the harrenness and dryness of

man-made philmthropies without God
began to grige, and to-day it is sweeping
away the barriers of Voitaireism, Renan-
ism and Hegelism, the three rotten re-
lay stations on the highway to perdi-
tion. : . ‘
8o great ig the virtory of the Chureh
Over the forces of the atheists, agnostics,
writers of ghscene hooks, and painters of
obscene pictures, that Paris, once the
spring from whichrivers of vicious litera-
ture flowed to allpsrts of France, is now
clamorinyg for stringent laws against
Writers, teachers or painters who cor-
ropt the youth of the natioo. The at-
tendance at churches is larger than at
any time since the Middle Ages. Young
men who profess themselves agnostics
seek in marriage the hands of Christian

.women, and everywhere psrents tainted

with infidelity sewd. their. children to
Cpristian schools. So strong is the
movement toward the Church that an

‘eminent crigic, and author of high stand-

ing, Mons, Edward Rod, takes note of

wrested from it oyer:three hundred
years ago. N
PRAYFER.

"O Jesus! througl the most pure
freart of Mury, 1 offer Thee all the prex-
ers, work and snfferings af this day, for
all the inteptions of Thy Divine Heart,
ity woion with the Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass in reparation of all 8ins, ang for
all requests presented throyyly °the
Apostleship of Prayer, It particplar for

the return: to Catholicism of Jceland;|

which has for 8o long » time been gepsr:

‘ated from the true Cburch.

BACK TO THE FAITH,

VICTORY OF TAE CHURCH oy 1N-
FIDELITY IN FRANCE,

The Reign of Indeceucy is atan pnd—Re-
markable Change Ju the Literary and
Art World—What Has Been - A ccomp-
lished by Religions Men in the Army.

From the American Catholic Newsg,

. 'Wkhen the victorious Germapng placed
their iron heels o prostrate France
twenty-five years ago. and demanded
the largest in'detnnity ever exacted
by a conguering host, it wab peleved by
statesmen of all the countries of Europe
and Amesica that the burden of her
woes was greater than Faapce could
bear, and that she was crusheq to the
earth never to rise again. At yjat time
all the infidels and agnosticg of France
were in the slough of despong, without
hope. On the other hangd, the Christians
of France, who through the Jopg night
of doubt and sorrow had neyer lost hope
nor faitly, remembered the words of the.
saintly Fenelon, “Despondency is the
vexation and despair of cowardice—no-
thing is worse. Whether we gtumble
or wheiher we fall, we mugst only think
of rising again aund going on ir oyr course.
We follow God when we fight bravely
against evils, and march wpward and
onward.” :

Strong in the ancient faith whieh bad
during nearly eighteen Lungred yéare
combatted the evils of pPaganism aod
atheism, the religious men ypd women
of France won the admiration of the
wOl‘ld, not excluding the Germans tﬁem'
selves, by paying the war indemnity.
repressing anarchy, and re.organizing
the nation. 8ince then there has been
going on in France the most notable
national regeneration in the annals of
history. The national character has
been purged of the dross of materialism
in the fire of affliction, and never was &
test more splendidly sustaived, Itison
the spiritual and moral side that the re-
generation has been most natable. The
Germans were hardly off French soil be-
fore the French began to agk them-

lie Chureh,

selwes : Wha@ is responsible for the

the trend toward. higher  hving. in
France in thie following woris, in the
1ast chaptér in “Les Idees morales du
temps presest” ; .
. *Many ideas and beliefs of the Catho-
which we . might have
thought  fallen into discredit, resume
their old place thronghout France. The
cultus of the idesl, banished a8 abwurd,
re-appeurs in its ancient forms, and the
youuy men and-women: of to-day are
celebrating religion and morality with
the same enthusiasm with which the
young men of 1792 and 1848 cele-
brated free thought.” P
In the domain of morality right-mingd-

'ed public opinion is making itself felt in

the.laws for the suppression of panderers.
to vice, tollowing hard upon the atate-
ments of the first surgeon of Fral)c‘e,‘ that
94 per cent. of the cuses of specific forms

|ot disease’ treated in certain French

hospitals afflict men and women who
were led astray by reading impure
novels written by infidels. Mons, Ferdi-
nand Brunetiere, a distinguisbed critic
and writer, bandles the immoral writers
without gloves, and sees in the falling

| off of the sales of M. Zola's works & hap-

py augury of the good time coming
when none but good books will be placed
on sale. Mons. Jules Claretie has lately
written a magnificent work againat
divoree,’and Mons. de Vogue has pub-
lished several works on right living and
thinkiog, which are doing a world of
good, by demonstrating that muterials
ism is » quagmire of fiith which has en-
gulfed millions of Frenchmen. Mons.
Charles Wagner, an Alsatian Protestant
writer, long resident in Paris, notes the
revival of faith in the following words :

“The Roman Catholic Chureh is win-
ping great victories in all parts of France
especially in Paris, Her clergy are
working Wwith great intelligence, flor
which their largeness of spirit and
calture fit them. Few there are outside
France who can understand the diffical
ties experienced by those who have lost
religious faith in rising again to the posi-
tion of religious beliefs, but though the
seekers for the faitli once universal in
France turn toward Catholicism instead
of Protestantism, I do not complain,when
I recall that thirty yearsego when I be-
came a resident of Paris, the Christian
religion was flounted by thonsands who
to-day are Catholic Christians. So long
as the infldels continue to decrease in
numbers, and the believers in God in.
crease I shall rejoice for France.”

One of the best proofs of a practical

result of the good resulting from the
right living which began after the end of
the Prussian war, is noted by the Chief
of Staff of the French army, who notes in

a report that the young conscripts, sons
of .Christian parents and themsexvés.
of Christian bglief and life, are larger,
healthier and brighter than were the
men of intidel parentage and training,
who went down like bruised reeda be-
fore the onset of the Prussians in 1870-
1871. So tenderly are the officers of the
French army guarding the morals of
thelr men, that vice 18 being repressed in
all garrison towns. A fortnight ago the
General in conmand of Chalons notified
the Town Council that several resorts
near the barracks must be closed. One
of the councillors, an atheist, voted
against the proposed reform, and de-
nounced the General as “a Church
purist:” When this was brought to the
ears of the General he demanded an
apology for the insult, and the immedi-
ate closing of the deis of ‘vice, stating
that in the event of a refusal, he would
permanently - close the garrison and
mar b the 10,000 men away to another
staton.  Inone hour after the receipt: of

1 the ultimatum she imprudent counsellor

made an abject and personal apology

aud the dens were closed. During the
evening the clergy and laity marched to-
the General's headquarters and present-

ed a congratulatory address. In respond-.
ing the General said it was the duty
and inteéntion of every commander of
the Yrench troops to safeguard the

soldiers from vice, irreligion and drauk- .
enness ;'and to promote religion, patriot-

ism, temperance and fidelity to duty .
He thanked the local clergy for thei;
spiritual care of the troops, and the laity

for lending good books aud newspapers

to the regimental clubs. This is an in-.
stance of thetone of army sentiment to~

ward religion. . .

In the art world of France the ex-

ponents of the so-called realistic school,:
which R@&nced vile pietures for the re-

sorts.of -disreputable persons, are ree

garded a8 pariahs by real artists of clean

lives. “Sewer rats,’’ or “Zola’s flth daub-

era” are the names applied by artists to
the ‘deeaying * piusters of the nude,
who ‘Aorrished from the time of the-
Second Ewmrpire until two years ago, when .
puldic opinion turned against them on

account of the shamelul orgie, when the

model, Sarair Brows, was carried th:rough

'the streets of Paris to pose at the Moulin

Rouge, in defiance of the order
of the Miuister of public - Instruc-
tion, whouwm the dissolute students term-

ed “Pure as the Lily.” That night's
‘orgy caused the death from delirium
tremens and quick consumption of Sarah
Brown, the model, and thirty-seven

French and. tforeign art: students who-
participated in that Saturpalia. From

that night dates the moyal rennaisance

of arts in Purig, go far as palating is con-

cerned, for be it said to the credit of
sculptors, that none of that. profession

ever pandered to the.depraved tastes of
the buyers of obscene works of art.
Sanity, c!aqnliﬂﬁg“ and real art are now

demanded of painters. Boin literature]
purity, right intention, sweetness and -
light arerequired in novels ; truth and

decency in journalism, and purity of
language on the stage. Mons. Zola,
shifty weatber-cock that he is, sees the
way the wind is blowing, observes that
the booksellers are rejecting his produce-
tions, convulses Paris by stating that is.
is bis intention to write a nove} deeply
religious in itg tone. ~ Nothing ;unnier
than this has happened since Leon Card-
ier condemned to death for murdering
his futher and mother, asked to be re-.
prieved from death on the ground that
lie was & poor orphan who wanted to
weep & While longer for the loss of his.
parents.

G. WiLFrRED PEARCE.

One Lord, One Faith, One Church

1f Leo XIIT. had only penned the
majestic encyclical of which we publish
the first part this week, this alone would
gerve 0 make his reign memorable in
the history of the Church. The Pontiff's
band has lifted the great question of
Christian unity above all petty, ephem-
eral controversy into the clear atmos-

Catholic who would bave a ground for
the faith that is in him can refuse to give

non-Catholic who desires the realization
of the unity of mankind in Christ can

phere of faith, history and reason. No-

this encyclical his earnest study; no

{Continued on Page 3).
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