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CIVIC REPRESENTATION.

An agitation Éhas been started to change the manfler
of electing the aldermen. In '8q4 a number Of
gentlemen foi-med themnselves into an orgaflizatiofi
known as the Tax Reduction Association. After a
number of meetings, and a general discussion of cic
management it was çlecided ta appeal to the legisia-
ture to, reduce the number of aldermen ta fifteefl,
one from each ward, and two from, the city at large,
but as a matter of fact they were ahl ta be aldermnen
at large, as they were elected by the vote of the whole
people. In the case of an alderman represeflting a
ward, it was required that lie should either reside in
or do business in the ward before he could seek
election. This legislation was' opposed by the
Common Council, but it passed the House of Assernbly
and became law and resulted in an aîmost comnplete
overturn in the Council. The present systerm Of
electing aldermen has been in operation now for teil
years and bas failed in its intention, as taxes have
increased instead of being decreased. This WOuld
almost argue that, the manner of electing aldermnen
has very littie to do with taxation. The ýrresult has
been the same whiether the aldermen were ýeîected ly
wards or by the vote of the city,

The cause of St. John's present financial positioni
has its source in a totally different direction than the
manner. of -selecting aldermen. There certaily ha
been laxity, carelessness and b 1lundering in the rnafl-
agement of the business of the city, but there was no
improvement effected by the movernent fathered by


