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the force, that is to say the G. 0.
comnanding. 0f course that is a
niatter of opinion. Wherever and
whenever we feel criticism necessary
we shall fearlessly express it, but
we shall also always endeavor to be
just and fair. Our correspondent
says :-" For my part I think the
responsibility lies flot with the min-
ister, wlîo is only too willini'to do
whatever is ini bis power for the
furtheranice of the work of the ser-
vice, but rather with the chief ex-
ecutive officer of the inilitia. I
notice that you sing bis praises at
times. He may be praiseworthy at
tinies; but bis chef idea sceens to
be to sinub every one who has any
suggestions to offer for the beniefit
of the militia. On the other band
auiythiiug conîîected witlî the per-
manient force bas luis inuxiediate at-
tention. S) lonig as tlîey import
people to attenîpt work they dIo îîot
uinderstand( just so long wvill they
liac the force eteriially kicking.
Who recoiiinîended the Martinii-
Met ford any way ? Vas it the min-
ister?''-

Anl answer to this last question
goes a long wvay towards answering
our correspondcnt's letter. General
Herbert doubtlessly rcconiniended
the Martinili- Metford. He admittcd
it Ilimself ; but the Minister was
niot obliged to take ]lis advice off
liaud. We do 'lot knowv yet
whietber the recoin inend ation wvas
a good one or flot, but bowever it
nîay turni out, it wvas a iuiost iun-
juidicious act for the iniister to
sanction any outlay of public iiioney
on1 this weapon matil he liad bad
the opinion of a thorougbly quali-
ficd snîiall arins coinînittee uponl it.
The political head of the Militia
departineiit is responsible to the
public for the admîinistration of the
departinent, and be must ex-
pect to be more often within the
range of puiblic criticisnîi than thue
inilitary bead of the force, who is
flot directly responsible to the pu-
lic. Trhe latter officer is practically
above public criticism, which mrus
off bis shoulders as easily as water
Off a duck's back. It is througlu
t'le political chief of the (lepart-
ment, too, that the force iiuust look
for ai, amelioration of the present
deplorable conditions. Criticisnu uIs
ikely to produce soinething whien

levelled at the Minister of Militia,
for criticîsnî blas soine weiglit witlî
jiini, for be and the governînent of

whicli lie is a ineniber have to go
oni public trial at every election.
And we criticise for resuits and not
the mere funî of the thing-.C

It is news to us, by the by, to
to learni that we are at times given
to singing General Herbcrt' spraises.
We bave often acknowledged bis
energy anid independence, and
frankly adrnîtted the good wvork lie
bas donc iii shakiîug up sonie of thie
old bones ini the force. Althoughi
lie bas workect liard since lie as-
suined the coninianid, biowevcr, it
must be adniitted that lie has not
accomplisbcd as nîucli as mlight
rcasonably have been cxpected liad
hé uiîderstood the iiitia better or
been better understood by tbern.
Mucli that lias l)ccl considered
arbitrary and unireasonable ini lis
conduct lias realiy been due to bis
earnestiless and iintcnsity of pur-
pose. We shial appreciate this
sonie day, but mncantiuîîe the popu-
lar idea of the geîueral's dispositioni
anîd motives hiave lîad a distinctly
bad effeet upoui the miilitia. But it
would be absurd to attenipt to place
the whol bMainie for the prescuit
state of the uuilitia tupon the shoul-
ders of the Ceiieral or bis prede-
cessors. Wiat is cluiefiy to bManie
is the faulty administration of the
Mîilitia departnicuit. We do uot

blamxe the preseîît niiniister persoîu-
alIy, but as lie is the political lead
of the departinent lie lias to siiou-
der lis share of the respousibility.

Thier e eau be no doubt that a
good deal of the systcnîiatic ieglect
of iiilitia niatters at Ottawa is duc
to nienibers of t'ne force tliemsclves.
If iiiilitianien would actively inter-
est themselves in nmilitia affairs anîd
approacli the niemibers of the gov-
merînt witli definite proposais
and feasible plans of improvetrent
tbey would be listenied to, and their
advicc often accepted. Tliey slîould
also enlist the support of tlieir
local niienubers ini the interests of
the iiilitia. According to ail ap-
pearances the genieral elections arc
lcar at luanu(, and(1 uilitialiieîî shotild
sec to it tlîat tlîey and tlieir frieuîds
support no candidates bult sucli as
are souid on the question of niiitia
refornu. If they (ho thîis we shall
soon cease to be worried trying to
decide wvlither the general coin-
iiîanding or the political luead of
the departiiîent is nîiost to blanie

for the insufficiency of the force,
for thuat condition will speedily give
way to cfficiency.

Au agitationi is being carried on
ini the press of British Columnbia for
represe1sentation of thiat province« iii
the Dom-*nion Cabinet, whiçh is
held to be' an absoltite niecessity. if
the questions particularly affecting
that vast country are to be intelli-
gently dealt with.. The fact tlîat
onîe of the forcniost inîeîbers of
Parlianient froni British Colunîbia
is a proninient officer of the nîlitia,
lcads naturally to tbe. suggestion
tlîat slîould lie be called upon to
enter the nîinistry, the military de-
partienit should be placed ini bis
charge. Lieut.-CoI. Prior, M. P.,
istbe type of man who niakes frieuîds
on ail occasions witliout sacrificing
priniciple or allowing the derire to
please to interfere with the per-
forniiance ofdiuty. He is essentiahly
a manî of affairs, being the active
head of an extenîsive mercantile
business and the offeer commanding
a battaliouî baviing the largest au.
thorized strength of aniy in the
Dominion and second to noue ini
geuxeral efficiency, as shown by the
official records. Hc is the president
of the Daminion Artillcry Associa-
tion, and a few years ago was chosen
to comnand the Canadian tearn for
Wimbledon. Iii evcry seuise Col.
Prior is a representative officer,
tlîoroughly progressive and practi-
cal ini his i(leas. lder the sym-
pathetie admniuistration of a mîan of
bis type the imilitia departnieint
would ini ail probability soon cease
to bc distinuisbcd by the masterly
iniactivity which lias becoune its
confirmcd characteristic. No doubt
the prescuit ninister bias tried to do
aIl that fairly could be expected of
a mani withîout uîilitary qualifica-
tions ; but shîouhd lie retire, as lie
seenîs îicliîîed to do, the depart-
nient ouglit to be put ini the hîands
of soîîîe onie iii touch and synîpathîy

Wlîy is it that thougli thie Ser-
geaut Major, of the Halifax Garri-
son artillery is slîown inithue es-
tablislunîent list, 94-95, as belonging
to Uic permanent staff of thue Actice
Militia, lis appointment lias flot
appeared ini the orders ? Has the
appoiîtiient not l)ein made, or is it
iuot to be muade at ail ? If it is îuot,
wiîy d )2sthie cstablishuîni2tt list
stand as it is ? The Moiltreal and
Bn is1 Colunîbia appoi utiients were
muade. Wlîat is thedifference iii the
case of the Halifax BattaIion 1
This siniply appears to be one of
those îiousenisical (lelays whîich are
inexcusable anud do the nîilitia force
so inîchi lariii.
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