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4 TALE OF THE REIGN OF JAMES THE FIRST.

BY MRS. J. SADLIER.

The conntess acknowledged the complunent
-@ith a stately grace peculiar to herself, and while
she did so an observer might bave beea struck
ny the contrast between the coid, calm dignity
of the Irish peeress, acd the nervous flurry of

Eogland’s most snkingly monarch, who seemed
.in Ins restless fidgetting as though intended by
.pature for a bodily illustration of (he perpetual
motion—his words and gestures ail strikingly em-

tlematic of bis mean aud vacillatisg miod,

¢ Prithee be seated, wmy lady of Kildare ! said
the king as he graciously seated bimself on a
geighboring couch, ¢ but, gads me! who 18 this
bonnie lassie? And for whom hath your lady-
ship dosned those gloomy atuiremeats T—eh !
tell us that before we go larther into our com-

) muning I’

Notwithstanding the disgust excited by this
characteristic want of deficaey, Lady Kildare
was 0 perfectly skilled in the courtly art of
sell-command 1bat sive replied  with perfeet cam-
posure :

¢ Your majesty hath happily touched upon the
object of my present visit. [ have done wmyself
the honor of coming huber to-day for the pur-

pose of announcing to your highness the recent
death of my erving davghter, commonly called
the Countess o T'yrconneli, and, furiliermore,
introducing to your royal notice a child who, by
ter mather’s death, 13 thrown on me -for support
aud protection.  Aud yet she cannot be called

" au orphan, for even at her birth she was adopted
%y one great and powerful—yea, the greatest
and most powerlul, even your gracious majesty.
Her very namne is your wunificent gult, so that
in presenting ber to your bighness, it s noet as
the orphan child of the “traitor O"Donnell, but
the adopted daughter of the king. Come for-
ward, Mary Stoart, and greet your lawiul Sove-
reign.’ -

?\‘lary abeyed, aud while she gracefully bent
before the monarch, her tong silken curls alinost
concealing Ler sweet downuast face, and her
hands clasped as in supplication, the harsh fea-
tures of James gradually relsxed and a look of
something akin to tenderpess stole over his face.
He stretched out both tus bawds, and seizing
those of the little girl, raised ber vp, and held
her standing at arw’s length while be carefully
examined her features.

{ Gad se, my fady,’ l.e blubbered out, ¢ Liut we
will be the lassie’s fatber stilt more than brer so-
vereign. We do remember us of having adopt-
ed her as your ladyship says, but of a truth we
feel moved with alfection for the bairn. “Sdeati,
hut she is exceeding comely to look upon, and
right worthy to bear the name which we have

%given her, even that of our own royal motber,
swhare beauly, as your tadyslip koows, was well
ghigh beyond that of women. By therod of
‘Moses] we wili do even more than we had pro-
_ mised on her behalf, Verily, she shali bave from
us a right royal dower, aud ome that, coupled
with her rare comeliness, will entitle her to an
alliance with any house m this broad realn of
ours. Cleer thee up, bairn, and 1ell us whas
thou hast been learning while beyond seus in the
wilds of Treland. Canst read Bnglish, or have
thy studies been coufined to tlre barbarous tongue
of the Irisluy 7

Mary madestly obeyed, and wiile enumerating
in a low voice the various bruuches of stu.y i
which she had been inniated, «t was fortunate for
ber that the king’s ear detected the word Latin.
Faor this latter accomplishinent she was indebsed

to Father Kinshela, who hsd made her acquamt-
ed with the janguage of the Roman ritual, sotely
that she might appreciate the beauty and excel-
lence of the various offices of the Churcli. She
bad tact enough, however, ot 1o tnention the
name of ber instrucior, and James caught the
announcement wilh pleasure.

¢ Ha?” he exclsimed, ¢ yon have been taught

Latin—of a certainty your tmothe= Lath been a
woman of some undersianding, and profiled wel)
by her seclusion, It 13 an excellent accomplivhe
ment, my Lady IGildare,! he sad to the saiiling
countess, ¢ and it doth aflord uy pleasure, we as
sure your Jadyship, 1o know that our young ward
bath been instructed therein, JIndubuably we
should wish it to become the language of our
<ount,’
_ He then addressed to Muary a long harangue
in the favorite Janguage, being a forwnal repen-
tion of his views in Ler favor, and when he had
ctome o an end, Mary spuke her brief acknow-
ledgment in (he sane tongue, which completely
won the heart of Jumes, When the cauntess
rose to depart, expressing her satnfaction that
she had heen' so fortunate asto find the king
alone, "he sidled close up to her, and, pattivg
‘Mary on the head, said, as graciously as he could

. 33y onything : ' o R

* Before Goil,'madam, we shull do a8 much for’

.péuded from lier neck.

th's bairn as tn our power lies, and of that your
ladyship may rest assured. Now ye can go, for
we are observant of your preparations to de-
part ; but, hark ye, my lady ! a word in your ear
—mind you come not hitherward without the
bonnie lassie, and 1he ofiener ye both come we
shall be the better pleased. (Gad so, we must
present the bit bairn to our royal helpmate, al
soine seasonable opportunily.’

The countess bent low 1 acknowledgment ;—
Mary gracefully curtseyed ber thanks, and the
king lumsell conducted them quite (brough the
ante-cliamber, chattering all the way according
to s wont, When they were again seated iu
the carriage, Lady Kildare affectionately kissed
hier roung charge, and warmly congratulated her
on the perfect propriety of lier words and de-
meanor. ¢ But how speedily you got rid of your
silly fears, Mary,” she added with a grave smile.

¢ Why, grandmother,’ returned Mary witl per-
fect simphcity, ¢a king is nol so mnchto be
feared after all,  Is every king hke this ove,and
do they all tatk as be does? if sa, I wonder peo-
ple hold them in such 1everence. For e, I
tinnk my dear old preceptor, Father Kinshela,
was mech more hke a king. 1insure be was
more grave and digaified, and spoke with more
grace.

¢ Nay, nay,’ said the countess, though m her
heart acknowledging the justice of Mary’s sim-
ple remaiks, € we are not 1o cgilicise (00 closely
the words or actions of our rdlers. They are
placed over us by God himself, and are far too
high and sacred for us 1o scan them with an eye
of scruting. But never let me hear you again
speak of a priest as your instructor ; you would
thereby grievously mur your own fortuue, now’ol
such fair promise,. for lus majesly cannet endure
aught that savors of Popery. After a wlile
your own goad :ense will muke you ashamed of
your Popish traming, and you will cast it off as
.a soiled aud worn-out garment.  "Cuis is all that
is wanting 10 ensure your success in life.

Though Mary wasat no foss to understand
her grandmother’s meaning, she pradently kept
silence, fearmg probably fo exeite. the displeasure
of ber veaerable relative by an over [orwardgess
unbecoming her age. la truth these repeated
taunis and inueadoes levelled against her religion
beeamne daily more biling in tueir sarcasm, and
more hurtlul to Mary’s feetings.  Tn all qfse she
was treated with the most indulgent kindness,
but in this regard there was neither merey nor
forgaveuess, and this unceasiog persecation more
than counterbalunced, w her wind, all the atten-
tior lavished upon her, so that she would lave
beeri but too well cantent ta give up all the ght-
tertng Lopes held aui to hery aud returning 1o
Iretaud, shut Dierself up with ber taithiol nuese do
the now descrted hnme ol her elridtinod, counld
she but have erjayed the treedom of worshippiay
again uk the hitile altar in Fatker Kinshela®™ poor
chapel.  Alibough too yowng to see the full
drift of her grandmother's ceuseless denvaciation
of Popery, yet to her who had been 1ostered in
the bosomn of pure rehgion—whose whole past
tife had been mde by a prous avd laving mother
one cuntinual act of worship aud of sacrifice, 1t
was a grievous affl ctian to dwell alone among:t
those who hated aund reviled the faith which she
Irad been taught to believe so holy—to hear the
ma4t sub'ie doctrines of her Church spoken of
us idotatrous, and its wost touching practices of
devotion sel down as grovelling supersution—
this, tog, by one whom she {elt bound by every
tie 10 love and honer.  This, undnuvtedly, was a
sore trial for one so youny, and beiug protracted
day by day, week by weel, and moath by month,
last, by rej ettion, noue of us itterness, but ra-
ther became harder and harder to bear with wvery
passing day.  Yet Macy thought she could nave
cheeriully torne this persecaitun, hiad it been pos-
sible 10 lave kaelt a1 wertain tines before soine
strine or aftar of Cathiolic worship, when her
prayers for strength aud resignilion night bave
asceqded to heavea with atier and worthier sup-
plicatious, or could she tave recerved from time
to time the * bread 1hat giveth Iife to the world’
and strength to the weak, Wien, too, she
might liear frow the lips of some pious priest
those iustructions that swght guide her through
the fabyrinth she wis Geahng so wearily.  De-
prived of all such aids, and cast so yaung on her
own soul fur resources, 1t was uow that she could
reslly value at its trae worth the excellest train-
ing she had recerved.  Now it was that she de-
rived suppori sud copsolation from the precious
instruction of that dear mother so eacly called
away, aud didy, loucly did ste thank the Al-
imglity Giver of good, who had 8o blessed her
heipless clutdhond, and prepared bee for the tine
ol trial, now alas ! already come,

The only rehigious relic she possessed was 2
simall siiver cruefix, which ste bad worn siuce
her earhest tnfancy, und. wihich stilf hung sm-
Tuis precions mementa
becamne pow doubly dear, and  whea' alaue it was

‘ber eoustuat: practice (o draw forth this touchisg
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the God who died on that cross all her hopes and
all ber wants. Tt was her daily practice, more-
over, to recite the Office of the Blessed Virgi,
and in all her trials, ia all her temptations, she
never failed to have recourse to that wlercession
whicl is never sought in vain. Thug it was that
thougti totally excluded [rom the Sacraments,
and shut out from atl iatercourse with those of
her owa fuith, she yet succeeded in preserving
that faith strong and (ervent in ber soul.

One of the first Sundays after the recovery of
the counless, the latter requested, in a way that
amounted to a commaund, that Mary should ac-
cowpany her to church.  Totally unprepared for
such an emergency, Mary was for some time un-
able to answer. Sileat aod conlused she stood
with her eyes fixed on the ground, ull her grand-
mother sharply repeated her request, or rather
command, whereupon Mary raised her eyes, and
veatured lo say in a tumid voice :

+ You know, dear grandmother, that 1 am a
Catholic, and if it will please you to send me to
a chureh of that persuasion, nothug will give me
greater pleasure. [t is, indeed, what T most ar-
dently desire.’ She blushed and again cast
down lier eyes, awed by the sudden change i
the features of the countess. A fush of anger
crimsoned the thin pale face of Lady Kildare as
she exclanned in a raised voice:

¢ What ! and dost thou Jreatn, w thy ehildish
ignorance, that this righteous city of London is
still defiled by temples of idolatrous worship 7—
Not so—not one cumbereth here Lhe ground,
thanks 1o the godly zeal of our late glorious so-
vereign, Elizabeth, of thrice hallowed memory
Verily, the unclean spirit of Romansm hath well
nigh departed from this Christian fand, or if the
wonster stitl fives be is foreed to hLide s proud
head, all fou! as it is, from the sight of God's peo-
He.  Go to, silly girl, and prepare fo accompany
me to church, where 1 shadl pray for your en-
lighlenment.? : :

Uncertain whether she might or might not
fawfully, comply with her grandinother’s wishes,
so positively expressed, sbe still lesituted, but at
lenglh she said within herself—* After all it can-
not be a grievous erime—perhaps not even ve-
nial—to go with my grandmotber to her chuccl,
when she commands me to do it.  Surely it s
not a pagan temple—il is the Lord my God whe
1s worshipped there, though the worstiuppers dave
departed [rom the way of truih. Since, then, 1
can pray even lhere according to the fuith of our
[loty Church, I see not why it should be wrong
—s0 Fery wrong o obef in this matier)

Consoling hrersell with these reflections, Mary

nay, ler direct prolibition even lo enter the con-
venticles ol heresy durmg their pubhie  waorship,
went off with alacrity o make bee brief prepa-
ralions.

Great was the joy of the countess whea she
warked the sedate attention with which Mary Je-
mezned berself during the earlier portions ol the
service., Sue listened with Jecorous respect
while a chapter of Scripture was read, and dur-
ing the prayers she prayed with the ferver of
Cathalic piety. So far all weat well, but when
the preachier mounted bis rostrum, and instead of
the unciuous discourse which she had been led 1o
expect, bezaa to spout forth the venom of hellsh
malice against what he called * the harlot who
sitteth on the seven hilly’—meamng, of course,
the Church of Roine—then Mary, crossing her-
self devoutly, threw herselt ou her kunees, and
prayed almost aloud, so that her ears might not
liear, nor her mind enterfan, even ror ap inslant,
calmunies so black and denwiciations o un-
Christian,  This was sufficiently vexatous 10 her
grandmother, who walciied hrr every nolion ;
but the worst was yet to come, for when the man
of charily proceeded (o descant on whai ke chose
to style ¢ image-worship,” aud in the superabuq-
vance of his zeal applied the most odious epi-
thets o the crucifix in particular, and all signs
and symbols of ¢superstibon’ i general, Mury
diew out her bhidden treasure, and, kismog 1t
angain asd again with kindling ardor, held it be-
Lweny ber hands, and duving the remainder of the
sevinon {so-called) she kept ber eyes immovably
fixed on the image of her crucified Sarviour.—
Toe cauntess could scarce restram her impa-
trence tilf the conclusion of ihe service, and no
sonurr was the last Amen sung out by che clerk
thun, seizing Mary’s hand, she drew her away,
and silently placed her in the carriage. When
the door was eolsed, and the wehicle again in
wmolion, she poured forth a torrent of wagry in-
vective, aceusing Mary of raok wolatry, and, as
lier least erime, of ingratitude to herself. Not-
~ithstanding that Mary was at fiest ternfied by
tins unbridied burst of passion, she soun recover-
ed hier bewidilered senses § the tery violence of
such unjust anger served o awaken in her youny
mwd a Keen remae of wrong; a spint, till then
unkunown, arose witlun her, and braced her soul
for the stragule, supplylug ber, too, with words
befitting the oceasion, R

embleds of -ali-sucrificing bive, dod gagimg upon

il with eyes of tenderest aflection, pour omt 10

¢ Madam,) she wi diy m!erposétl; when at length
the couutess paused to take: breuth, * you willy L
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ignorant of the declared opivion of the Ciwrch, |
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ind that I wished not to go to
yonder place—1 say not of tworship—and when

there, [ did but pray God to confirm me yet
more strongly n my fsith, The Popish prae-
tices which have given your ladyship so much
offence were but the siveere expression of my
sorrow whea I heard the holy things of God—
nay, His awn dirine image—spoken of as wile
anil detestable. 1f it so please you, madam, let
me hencelorward worship the Lord 1a mine own
chamber, that mune ears wmay not hear such foul
agpersions, But wih God’s help T shall never
again put myself in the way of hearing such ser-
mons as that, for 1 -wouwld sooner be torn in
pieces than enter- agamn yoonder house, falsely
called the house of prayer. So belp me the
Blessed Mother of Qur Liord, as [ will never
again peod my koee in a church dedicated 10

usually mild eyes were flashing with the newly-
awakened spirit—with the high and firm soul of
the O’Donuclls, and lher young cheek was flush-
ed with scaclet.  Her grundinother saw at once
that she kad evoked a dangerons spirit, and ooe
wlich might carry Mary even to fly from her
protection - an  event which would have been
eruelly mortifying ro ber ambution, as well as
painful to her heart, which really loved ber young
charge. She saw, then, that she might easily go
too far on tius track, and determined to assmae
a milder policy, leaviug the work of conversion in
a great measure to the influence of time, and the
total exclusion ol Calhole suciety. For the
present she applied herself to soothe the irrtated
feelings of Mary, and expressed a wish that the
subject might be forgotten. Mary was easily
restored to her wonted gentleness, yeti her sus-
picions remained on the alert, having every rea-
son to fear the sincerity of the countess. Two
days aller Ludy Iiidare brought her grand-
danghter to visit 1lie king. On tbe present oc-
casion thay found his majesty surrounded by a
knot of obsequious eourtiers, who, in the servile
adulation prompted by ambition, were minister-
g to the morbid vanity of James. Here and
there might be seen a lurking sneer on somne
grave countenance, while olbers smiled an ivoni-
cal smile as 1liry bowed profoundly 1o same sapient
reinark of the sell-valued monareh. To one be
addressed some singularly infehicitous quotation
from some Latin auther, lo anolher some wmis-
placed reinarks vpon some subject cownected
with the Greek clarsics, winle to olhers again he
spoke witl staunnering cagerness of the progres-
sive improvement of Ireland—more especially its
northery province — nuder his own wise aud
Lenevolent management.  The auditors, so vari-
ously addressed, biad barely bime to edge m xome
suitable word of reply, chielly enlogistic, as the
insatizte vanity of the king urged bim toa stk
furilier display of fus various talents, so called
by himsell.

In the midst of all this display wsrrived Lacy
Kildare, leading by the hand ler mteresting
chiarge, and 0o sooner dud the king set eye upon
thein than he called out: ¢ Room there, for-my
Lady Kildare—a free passage, gentles, for the
noble countess.” Wlen, as the crowd drew
back right and left, the old Jady, s1ili holding the
baud of her graaddaughter, walked with more
than her usuul stuteliness between the ranks of
the couriers, uolil she stood right before the
Ingh chair, or species of throne, or. which James
was seatled,  The king basuly arose, und. reach-
g one hand to the counless, he placed the other
on Mary’s head, and, pumtiing back the glossy
cuels which shaded her face, be playfully ex-
clouned: ¢ Amid all the important maiter here
undergoing discussion we bad not  fergotten our
lately-tound  youngling, and had been looking
eagerly out for ber coming.  Verily we do hail
thy presence might joyously, for it comes in the
most Mbng mowent,  Then (urning the blushing
girh full Tound, so as to present on either side a
view of ber rare laveliness, he went en—his ears
bemng gratfied by mauy a murwur of raplurous
adinirstion—* 0, 0, whal think ye, peers I of oor
youngest daughter 7 Now 10 onr mind (and we
indubiably claim for ourselves the capacity
ot judging correcily), this our falest-born dott
exceed 14 comelness the elder branches of our
fumily.?  He pavsed to gather in the reiterated
encomiums of e nobleimen present on the sin-
gular beauty of the young lady, together with
the sinking diguity diffused over face and figure,
and rarely it ever seen at ber age.  Whea he
nad his vamty sufliciently tickled the king stared
arouud upon the faces pearest biun, aud opened
inis farge mouth as though (o speak—he coughed
lewmined, twisted abouwt  lis seal, as 1t were
orer-burdened with suine great secret, thea suid,
*We do well mgh shume to acknowledge the
parentuge of Uns benne bit oajrn, seving that
way, peradveature, prove detruncotal to her, but
m Justice 10 our churacter as a sovereign it must
be told. She is the dauglter, tben, of that
traitor, Rloderick Q'Donuetl, called by the {a-

‘vor of our royal predecessors, Burt of Lyrconnell

—lig whio scampered off 1o, shua public: disgrace

and: punisbinent 15 conrpiuy. of+ ibat. other: prime-:
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Protestant worslip.” She said no more, but her |
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rebel, Hugh O'Neil,  This treacherous Rode-
rick, or Rory, died, as ye may have heard, at
Rome, and, as bis wife way delivered here in
London of this wean, we then, tn Chuistian for-
giveness of ber father’s wrongs, did lake ler un-
der our paternal protection, giving her, moreaver
our own roya! name. So, here we offer hee to
the notice of our good nobles, not as the Jaughter
of the traitor O'Donnell, but as the Lady Mary
Stuart, our own adopted child—as such we wish
her to be treated in our court.

He again took Mary's hand, but drawing it
hastily away, she spake in apparemt forgetfubuesa
of her (ormer bashlulness snd timidity, Nersed
by the strengih of her own outraged-féelings her..
voirellullereﬁ not as she addressed the king 1—-
* Nay, my lord the king, 1 wot me w’eifth'at ‘
Bederick O'Donnetl, iny lather, was no traitor.
obbed and jyersecuted le was—but pever dis-,
graced, tor he never did aught to stain the spot-
tess shield of (Donnell. 1 nawie oot that dear
and wjured parent by his Enplish title, but 1 wifl.’
tell your grace that, as the lord of Kinel-cénnal
—as the chief of te O'Donuells, 1 do glory'ia
being big cbild—nor cover 1 for myself a prouder
name than bis. [ aw thankfol for yonr highness®
goodness 10 desiniag 10 bestow on.ne your awn
dlusiricus name, but 1 would rather be known as
Mary O"Donuell, an® 1 so please your ma-
Jesty.

Su beautiflul was the varymg counlenince of
Mary, us wspired by the ocension, <he apoke in
a strain of language lar beyond what might be
expected al her age,—do lotty the dignity of her
girhish form, as it seemed 1o dilate wilh the vasr-
aess of ber ideas, that even James himself, aot-
withstandiog his first ndignation, gazed admie-
wuly upon ber vatil b forgot his anger in the
gratilication of his weak pride of ancestry.  An
exclamation of surprise, mngled with unquahified
admiration, Lurst simu\umwuﬂf frow the starred
and gartered poblewer arowud, many of whom
did ample justice 10 the noble impulse winch had
srompied the young  danghter of O'Donnell to
raise lber voice, where all were silent, i defenre
of ber father’s nemory.  Though the conntes
‘was at heart both grieved and displeased by ber
granddaughter’s iwpradence (miscaleatating its
effect on the king’s mind), she was yet 1o much
a woman of the world to permnt her fechogs to
appear, sa that when Mary, silent and abashed,
pressed close to her silde, she drew her arm cahn-
ly withis bers,  When James had u hile re-
cavered lis sarprise he tooked around ;—

¢ Now by the cross of Saint Andrew! (we
swear nol by 11, lords, as a popish emblem —Gad
forbid — bul ay the nationil vosign of Autd
Scotia,} it doth profit the peace ol our empire
that this lassie is not ol the opposite gentder—
gadso, if she were, but she would be u red-bot
lirebrard, as red as her ficcy and feracious uncle
Hugh ever was!  Aud so, madam puss! thou
dost dare to reject our most highly-valued gift—
that of a name infinitely beyond and above thine
own—hut our generosity shall not be so baulked
—thou «balt be leaded with our favors, and thy

name shall be as we have said—no O'D Hnuslls
in or about this court-—we have had endugh and
too much of the name.  And, bark ye, laasie ! to
let thee see that James ol England can affird to
averlook childish petulunce, we do hereby em-
power thiee to receive a swin which would well
mgh purchase an earl’s dowmaing,’ Whereupon
he drew from his capacions pocket a sealed pa-
per, plentifully drugged with souff, and handed to
the howing and smiling counless, her graund-
daughier naking no attempt at putitng forth her
hand. The countess having briefly but earnestly
thanked the Lking, and Mary muttered her as-
knowledgments; they made their obeisanres, and
were ubout to retire, when the kinz said :—

* We have mentioned this maitler 1o our royal
consort, who hath expressed a desire 1o see our
new daughter.  Your ladyship will accordingly
pay the quees an early visit”  Laiy Kildare
howed assent, and then fed ler grandilau htee
from the royal presence. They had not yet
reached the door when they heard James 2y 18
ins coarse way with a horse laugh:

¢ She 1s-thirteen, young lords—mind that—se
go home and meditate upon her charms, and be
sure they are gilded by a priocely endowment.
*Sdeath, but we are proud of our Milestan biood, -
when we behold it still illumnating such a prince-
ly lassie as this. . Truly, ours 1s-a gaodly race
and a comely, as well as being so purely royal.
By the soul of David Bruce ! but this bairp wil}
be a ut-bit for the first family in Europe. 8o
mind ye, youngsters, for lo ! we have set before
ye a right templing prize. And now God zpeed
ye all, for we must to other matters,” |
 Maany there were among lis flisteners who
took Lis words - in beir. most seriovy meaning, . ...
and: retired -to consider. the -chances: for- au&’f'- s
‘against their respective sucresses’in ih’cir»lulelj.‘
aroused bopes and plans, while all were alike. in-.'
pressed by, the. ‘winning grace, . the Hebe-like ...
countenance,and; the:: noble sprrit of clhe..o'rphaiu;.e..:
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‘daugbler of: Tyreonnell. ‘Lo more: than. one-1 +
‘there presént bir’ depdrture - was as’‘the §



