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When this number of the TRug WiTvEsS
renches the hands ol our readers the old year
will bo approrching its last hours.

It has been a year of public diecord, social
strife and gencral depression. Were we to
atsempt to reviow the cvents which flll the
pages of the journzls of the last twelve

months, the story that the summary
would tell would nct be a pleas-
ing retrospect. L'he sun of 1886 sets

on vust armies waiting the word to loose the
dogs of war and cry, *‘havoc.” It seta on
atorios of wickedness in places high and low,
on eorrow and suffering in labor circles, ana
eirife between the rich and pour,  From Ire-

1 whilh $hé'triss 15iTinga-of the nation are per-

o~

verted and misrepresented altogsther. The'
late King Ludwig had such a horror of being
suspected of **truckling=to olerioallsm,” thut
supported his anti Oatholic advisera through
thick and thin.  Prince Luitpold is neither
afrsid nor ashamed of being taken for a true
Qatholic ; surelv, then, it is impossible vhat
under his regency the divisions esn be mapped
out again in’ such » way aa to yield a
Parliauent like the one that is juet aoming
to an end,

But as * constitutional government ” pre
vails, and the ministers are of the antf.
Catholio stripe, it i8 not expected any
materisl reform will be witnessed,

Aty

‘| when the wa!
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Tue resignation of Lord ﬂandoipu
Ohurchill is significant in a double gense, It
proves that the Imperial Uabinet is going to
move on purely Conservative lines and in
accordance with the traditions of that great

{party, The frothy pretensions of the some-

what conceited and priggish young nobleman
will not be permitted to bear away in the
Council Chamber. It also seems to indicate
that coercion in Ireland will be pushed fo
extremes, There ia no doubt that Lord Ran-
dolpb was moare inolined to streioh points in
the direction of granting the demands of the
Icish people than his calleagues, and it may
ba safely inferred that the Lrish question was
not witbont much influence in bringing abrut
his withdrawal from the Cabinet, It remains
to bs seen what course he will tollow now
that he is freed from the restraints office hes
imposed upon him. He iz not a man
of any especial oprinciple, and has
always been governed by an overweening
ambition and love of noteriety. Having
faited to pull with the Conservative party, he
may endeavor to form a combination of his
own. Insuch n combination Mr, Chamber-
lain will probably be found, as in very many
respects Lord Randolph is in sympathy with
the xathetic and experimental radicalism of
that gentleman., In a cabinet purely and

simply  Conservetive Lord  Randolph
Churchill  was out of place, and
especially in so high and important

a position »sthat of the Chancellor of the
Exchequer. His resigoaticn may carge re-
lief to the Cabinet, but his resignation isa
proct that the rosd which the Goverament is
travelling is & rough one,

Froa an American source we learn, on the
authority of a ¢ distinguished wmilitary
officer,” that some of the regular army will
in future ba stationed in Canada. We are
inclined to think that the statement is not
wholly correct, and it is certiinly to be heped
that it is very incorrect, YWhen the internal
cities and towns of Canada were garrisoned,
it is sufficiently notorious that the
presenco ot the soldiera had a very de-
moralizing etfect on the highest and the lowest
circles, TFurther, the presence of the regular
army in the interior of Canada is neeiless,
and afforcs unplensant facilities for decertion.
No doubt some troops may be staticned at

Iand there comes a great cry of sorrow, and
tho indications are that her chains will be
rather riveted unew tian loosened as, a few
wmonrhs ago, thero scemed good reason to
hope.

The sun of 1536 geta in an herizon of
wmurky clouds, llave they within a bright
liing, and cin wo sce a bordering of
solor like the fringe on a funeral pall, telling
us to be of good cheer, of etrong beart, and
to hope for better things? Are we in the
midst of munlans honors, such as are
described by the Laareate in hls last atirring
poem, touching which he bids us—

Hope the best, but hold the presant, fatal daughter of
the pust:

the hour will last ?

Who shall say with confidinze? Through
the shades of darkness comes the white-robed
iwant year, but ita lips can lisp no mesd
sage nor whisper aught as to the future. We
can but * hope the best” unl each do his
best individuslly to make the yoar 1857 bet-
ter than that which has proceded it. We
wieh our readers a Bright New Yesr and a
Happy One thronghous,

Ir is pointed out that the English Govern-
mont has no longer a friend in Ireland. All
hope of any measure of justice at its hands
has  been abandoned, and what s
more mmusing, the *¢loyalista” themselvos
have turned against their former friends
and have passed resolutions blezing witu
anger, They have been smartly rebuked by
Lord Hartington, for what ho considera a too
grent degrea of sloth on their parts, The
landlords are furious, because they think, and
-probably with reason, that the governmental
action is driving them into bankruptey, The
Attorney-General himeelc has been compelled
to give an opinico against the adminiatra-
bive interests, General DBuller waa sent
out to curse tho League, snd he has
blessed it instead. It ie eaid that
mo ons now wishes the Government good
progress but the League itself. The situn-
tion is, if it were not for the grave and sad
features it posseszes, intensely comical, and
is certainly one without parallel in the his.
tory of the world,

——————————

It ia doubtful whether the tactics in elec-
tion matters which have generslly obtained
-a namo frem old Gerry, fthe American Gav-
ernor, having not been inveated by him,
should' be called * Gerrymandering.” The
Germans have a better nams, “ wahllreis-
geomeirie,” or electoral geometry, Butb the
effect is jq;t ad bad as Gerry’s arrangement
an: the imitutions in this country, ro far as
1t sugprodzion of the will of the peeple is
concerned, For meny years in Bavaria an
ingenious schemse of electoral geometry has
kept the Catholic majority in subjection to
an antl Oatholic Government, The Augsbur-
ger Portzeitung, reforring to this, BAays :—

Even with the limitéd suffrage we have in

vast'majoripy in the House of Representatives;

E:quimalt, and if the Pacific Railway is uti-
lized ns o means of transit for the Indian
relicfs, o holt in the gepial climates of British
Columbia, snd even on the plajus of the
North-VWest, will certaiely bo valuable from
a sanitary point ot view, DMlilitury settle
ments might also Le profitably encoursged,
But to re-establish garrison towns in C.nada
is not at all to be desired, however pleasing
the prospecet may be to the ** purveyors,™ It
would be not undesirable for the Goverament
to request that some of the Royal Enginecrs
bs sent to Quebec. That noble fortrees is
being allowed to fall into a very discreditible
conhition.

AN attempt is being mode to drag the
namoe of Mr. Farrar, who is sn editorial
writer in the Mail, into the controversy
now raging in pnlitical circles. We note
that the Hen. Mr., McDougall was, as we
think, incensiderate ensugh to make uome
very uncalled-tor remarks concerning Mr.,
Fuarrar, The latter occupies exactly the same
position as that of o gentleman connected with
the Globe a few years ago, who was described
by Mr. Gordon Brown in his avidence given
in a libel trial a8 an “‘amanuensis.” Mir,
McDougall, in the electoral contest in New
York, made much of this fact, and what wae
good argument in the one onse is surely good
in the other. Mr. Farrar, noe doubt, conld
write professionslly as vigorously for a
Mahomedan paper as for an anti-Catholic
paper. But he scts simply under instruc.
tions and writes o the order ot nis employer,
It i therefore extremely unfair to drag Mr.
Farrar’s name into a controversy for which
he has no more responsibility than the lawyer
who helds a brief. We shall probably next
hear that some one has discovered that Ser-
geant Buzfuz bad relations with Mrs. Bardell
o} which the world has thaas far not known

Tnx death cf Goneral Logan is an un-
doubted loss to the Republican party in the
United States. It was confidently thought
by a large proportion of that political divi-
sion that he wonld have received the nomina-
tion for the presidency in 1884, and thers is
no doubt that hia selection would have
been acceptable to the Republican por-
tion of the country, There are mony
who have asserted that if he had been chosen
1n the place of Blaine the victory of Clevelund
would have been more uncertain and his vic-
tory certainly less than it was, -But all this,
of course, is merely the apeculation of party
in » country where purty epirit too freQxi'ently
obliterates the primciple ostemsibly at
stake. General Logan was certeinly & pil-
lar of the Republicaa psrty, and his
death is a decided blow toit. But, while
o leading politician, it is.more as & soldier
that Logan mede his.marks In the Mexican
war he saw' his first-.service, and passed
through the clvil war' friom Buil's Run _to the

ability.scon raised him-from:the commsnd of

" were 1§ not for-this -éxectable syetem; by { &

Sgiment to-fhio fank of Mejor-Géntral, and

cloig of “that fratrioidal strife, Hin military |,
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pnded oomuand of
‘army of the Teonsesee. - Since the. ~var b

Senator from Illincis, The *sslon” of Mre.

Logan bas slways been regarded as an im-

portant feature in Rspublican qllticn,

and now this must disappear together

with the potent (nfluence of her huebaud. -
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Tun iniquitous attacks against the Church
in Italy Bre continned io a pecnliarly vindic.
tive manner, The Minister of Justice and
« Worship"—save the mark—Signor Tajani,
ia at work on & very elaborate and gompre,
w.—-tan agheme W gﬁ‘elt wnat ko sty!ea the

usumvre : : 2L . »
« reorganization of ecclesiastionl aﬁmrs.,
to ‘' convert,

This projeot proposes
go the term Truns, all iha jproperty
now belonging to the Church. This ach?me
of erganized theft and robbery—for such it is
purely snd simply—kindly purposes to axe_mpt
Episcopsl residences and sume other buildizgs
of o minor nuture. Everything elee ia v be
fathlesely swept into the cuffers of the State.
The work ot persecution in the interim goes
bravely on. Expulsion follows expulaion_,' and
the religious are beirg hunted dowh with &
degree of cruelty that conld bardly be
excelled in China, It is annonnced thate
number of them were sheltered by the Canons
of San Cataldo, This bheing discovered,
quick as possible came the mandate for ti.leir
ejection, and others were wairned agaicst
receiving them. The Mivors Conventual, the
Carmelites snd the Oraterians at Veronma
have heen ordered to evacuate their
hcmes, which are declared cnnﬁacated._ The
nune of Sen Magliore at Faenza have been
driven into the atreets, and the government
seems determined that none shall find a rest
for the aoles cf their feet, How long is thie
to last ! Surely it cannot be long before the
devastating work inaugurated by Cavour und
his friends will be visited with befitting
punishment, The pictare iz one sad to con-

template,
S —

'THE CAMPBELL CASE.

A very large properticn of the press, nota
bly in the United States, hns by ite line of
conduct in relation to the Campbell crse
proved the fact often slleged thut E:glish-
speaking people *‘dearly love alord.” The
epirit exhibited by T1hackersy in his
1 Jeames " and other publications, was of the
most Bunkeyish character, While endeaver-
ing to deride that ** high Life above stairs”
satirized so much better in the play of the
greatIrish writer, he showed thatit wasmainly
envy that was his real motive. Disraeli in his
¢t Endymion” has drawn Mr. Thackeray as
St. Barbe, snd evidently, from a pecrsonal
acquaintance, hzs shown him to hive pos.
gessed on intepse love fer the very trfles
he waffected to despise. So far ss the Ameri-
¢:n press is concerned in connection with the
Campbell t1ial, it has simply been *dizgust-
ing” throughout, and has nos exhibited itself,
by any mesps, in a creditable light, Two
London papers, it seems, huve been the sub-
jects of injunctions, But disgusting as huve
been the details, tho comments have bzen ab-
surd. The idle prattle about aristocracy in
connection with the subject seen in many guar-
tors seems very pucrile. The aristocracy is,
we presume, mordal, and neirther worse asor
better than others., Vice, unforfunately, is
not tho peculiarity of a class, and it would
be well if it were, If it could be cribbed,
calined, end confined ta a0 smallabody as the
House of Pecrs, it would be well for eocicty.
Bat unluckily esuch off-nces ns have burn
charged in the recent repulsive case
ure neither nation:], locel, or pecaliar
to eny rank in society, The principle crime
is the sulject of one of the ten command-
ments and hes vexed all tho oges and the
nationa throughout all time. A pharasaical
upturning ef the eye or pointing et the pecr-
age is about as ludicrous as it is c.u-
tomptitle and childish. Such comment misses
the true lesson of the crime; does not dimin-

the gravest domestiv offence tiint can ba com-
mitted, How best to do thisisa problem which
may appal Lhe social moralist, The records
of divorce courts in general show n sad sight.
In countriea where divorce is cheap, ns in
some States of the Union, they seom to indi-
cate that they are, save for repgistration pur-
poees, waseful and ridiculous exceeses, for in
renlity marriage hardly seems to exist except
in form. This is probably the result of
creating facilities for divorce, and we com-
mend the fact to those who advocate the
estublishment of a divorce court in Canads.
Cumbrous nnd costly as is the present . pro-
cedure, it is beftér than the ere:tion of such
A moral sewer as exista across the border,
apd to a leseer, but £till too great, an exteot
in England. _ :

A VOICE FROM ROME.

It is particularly desirable, for obvicus
rensons, that no misoonceptions concsrning:
the Irish question should exist at Rome, It
is gratifying to know that the position is
thorvughly understood in_that city. The
Moniteur de Rome recently contiined some
commonts on the now fumous ! plun of
eampaign,” and having summarized the
position for the benefit of its readers
arrives at the conclosion that ¢ The
‘ principle of the plan i ulmost ideuti-
¢ gal with that of a trade atrike, modified in
*¢ its application to agrioultural tenancies.”
Here is & very important opinion from a very
important source, Nothing oould be more
repugunant to the Vativan than revelutionary
or illegal tactics, but it regards the ¢ plan ”
In the light indicated. This will greatly
atrengthon the hands of those struggling in
the faoo of such overwhelming diffionitics,
The Moniteur proceeds in the following im-
portant and significant words :— .- |

"e are still willing to hope that the ramers
which  are ‘thus _in; circulation may prove
groundless.,. -'We . cannot -bring :cursclves

%0’ ‘believe . that .Lord

I BN A

5 waa T avind ofthe | mors Tighto
B e st e |/things 'into , Gonjuslon~ jait! when +fnoy
' has-been prominently’ before thie: publis, %84 |'of improvement, - Ragard for his
F d -’85 ‘was in" Co 8 | ests n if. he wi g'ﬂ iad. b th
! nd : ’85 “was in" Congress st3, even if he were influenced. by no other
o 197, T ' -cons'ideratioq, should lead him to realiz: the

ish the evil or tend to check the incresse of l

Ty oy

-":L'Eé.;k’- is _.BBnE-W#ﬁ'_"n’w i

ad begun . to _show such..indicationa

own inter-

cuty of aoting towards Ireland with the

re8test moderation, . A polioy of repression
bas never yet bad in :that dountry any other
result than one—to widén the chasm that atill
_separates it from England, andto givestrength

1 to thi ope of those who luok forward indeed to

tho legisix tive independence of their country,
but who lookes forward to it only as the
minintum of the concess 008 Whish they seek.
Notwitnstanding the checx Which the policy
of Mr. Gladstoue met with at o€ polly, the
current ok events ia rupidly leading on to the
day, which. is. now nut far distant, in which
the gravting~of legislative freedom to the
altTer ammun mues we revegirea Oy HoRlend
a8 fncvitable.
PROTECTION 'I_N-'-'-E,;NGI]Aﬁﬁ.

Mr, Bright hardly spoke. with the pro-
phetic lere which the winter. of age, accord-
ing to the poet, sometimes givés, when he
said Protecticn in Englind wue ‘as“igmote a
contingédey as the restoration of slivery
in the United States. On the congrki'y_
‘the signs of the times all point to “a-
very speedy establishment of some species of
a trade policy which, whatever it may be
called in England, will in effect he protection
and cothing ¢lse, The policy may be called
Fair Trade, but it amounts to protection
purtly and simply. So great strength
fs this principle gaining that the Shef-
field elegraph alleges that *it is
with alarm Free Traders see the rapicly in-
creasing power of their oppouents, and it is
with dread they look furward to the day of
battle,” The Telegraph msays the Free
Traders have to give way before the ad-
vaccing tide, but they sre making a hard
fi;ht, and are pgenerally misrepreserting”
the position, They speax of protection as a
policy which is produetive of evil, und acsert
that commercial progress was impossible be,

ore 1840, rather that apy progress was retro-
grade, With reference to this contentitn the
Telegraph says in contravention :—

Now, in 1819 the export of cottrn manpu-
fuctures amounted in value to £16,631,7¢9, in
1839 to £58,471,806 ; of silk ditto in 1819 to
to £122,809, in 1530 to £774,410; of weolen
ditto in 1S19 to £4,602270, ia 1839
to nearly £7,000000; of linen dittr in
1819 to £1,547,352, in 1839 to £4777,-
711. Thesame progresais seenin yarns. In
the former year cotton yarns exported were
valued at £1,555,753, in the lniter year at
£9 400,904 ; and linen varna in 1833 v £30,-
126, and in 1839 st £546 036. Theas figures
dispose of tho assertion thut no advance was
made commercially during the period when
raw materinls were taxed, Equally strikieg
nre the fizures svhich mark the further
advance made up to the year 184G, when
mnet raw materials were liberated by the
Congervative Government of which Sir
Robert Peel was the head., DMuch of the sue-
cess which attended the course of British
commerce subsequent to 1816 is admittedly
due to the great development of machicery,
in which we were immensely ahead of Ccenti.
nentsl competitors, ~ for while the Iat-
$:r depended upon long hours, low
wages, sod uoflapging industry, me-
nual labcr succumbed to  the power
of eteam. Dot with the ndvent of
maochincry on the Continent foreign conperti-
tion bepan to Le felt more keenly, Here,
in Eng land, however, our minufacturers were,
in many bron:kes, easily able to hold their
own., Import duties still prevailed wpon
manufactured srticles from abroad, and it i«
since the ubulition of these duties in 180
thas foreignera have obtained such a strong
footing io the English maerket to the cxelusion
of British Iabour from British workshops. 1t
is an arrangement based upon the lines exist-
ing previous to the French Treaty of 1860,
which Pair Tradecra desire.  Continznral
gompetitors can then only trade in England
by contributing to the taxatiun at present
borne by Erglishmen, and Ministers ac
guire a lever for negotiating treaties io
which advantages given would command
o rreapopding advantrges,  As things now
ire, the value of kEnulish productions seld
abroad is not the cetural vulue, Fair Traders
aim at rectoring as fur s possibls the natural
valne  English workmen will then gain ths
ienefit which sttaches to superior physigue
ansl greater «kiil, which advantages ara now
absmbed by the forcigner, They are begin-
ning to renlize this—hence the diemay of
Fr.e Traders,

Thero is perhaps more torco in the term
Fuir Trado then in Protection. In his recerg
report, Mr. Monuoing, the United States
Secretary cf the Tressu'y, poinis cut that

4 Protection” ia = misnomer. ¥ im
plies a1periority ecleewhers. It implies
.nfunts here and adults eleewhere, It im-

plies that amid competition universal where
the fitteat servive we shull perish.” This is
o correct view, and it ia not amisa that Eng-
land, in returning to n reasonable trade
policy, should do so under reformed terms,

THE GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY.

The Hemilton 7imes of & recent date,
aditorislly, said :—

The (#lebe haa information !hat *“Sir Georgo
“ Stephen expreszes himeelf ve:y anxious to
*earry Ontario against Mr. Mowat,” No
doubt. But the people have been robbed cf
envugh alrendy to enrich Sir Geor,e Stephon,
aod the ollinnce of the Cunadisa Pacific ie-
fluenee with Ontmio’s ensmies is a. warning to
the people of Untario to fight for self-preserva-
tion 'I'lie employés of the Grand Trunk know
why their wages have been kopt down, The
traffic which their company used to enjoy
has been divided with the Canndinn Pacific,
und the very rolling stock on the Cann-

of the people’s taxes. . The Grand Trunk Com-
pany s the Jergest conteibutor of tuxes in the
Dowdoion. "Jts mouey has beor ueed to estub-
lish aud sustain a rival road. The Grand
Trunk has to pay mcre than half s million
dolinrs a-year in taxes on coal and other sup-
plies in order to eatiefy the Government which
Sir George Stephen supports. Would not the
.company willingly pay a portion of that large
sum in extra wages to the workingmen in tEe
service of the cumpany, if the woney ‘wns not
taken from the compuny to advance Sir Gevrge
Stepheun’s schemes ? Dapend upon it, the fach
that Sir Georgo -Stephen -wants the Mowat
Government defeated 1w ‘an excellent repsun
why every employd of the Grand Trunk, and
evary believer in fair ploy, should vote for the
candidates pledged to seupport Mr, Mowat,

As. to the truth or incorrectnesg of the
‘statement conoerning Sir (eorge Stephen, we
have no opinian' to give, though we are
bound to say that we do not see the conneo-
tion, -Bub the treatment that has been ex-

Sallsbury, out- of *

dian Pacific’s leased iines has been paid for out T

snd 2o far the remarks of the Times com.
‘mend-" themsélves: “to 'Canadian readers,
Whils'.""the - ‘ultimate ' impoftance to.
Qm_dn,;b._-_ of - the. Pacifioi:Rallway . con-
not be _:donbted, ‘the favoritism it has re-
ceived at the -hends of the administration of
the day is, in view of ‘the position ot the
Grand Tronk Railway, not justifisble on any
grqt;ni?.—r’llt" will be a long while before
the' country can expect a tithe of the
benefits the old line has conferred on it from
its pretentions end lavishly aided competi.
tor, It‘ia almost impostible for the ima-
ginetion to pictare what would have
been the condilion of Canada to-day had it
not been for the Grand Trank, It has in fact

|m:xde the country, and tuay in the face ot

32 most tremendous difficofties, Compesing
lines to the mea bovrd in the United States
have had to he contended with, Combina.
tions of the most powerful deseription abroad
bave had to be fought, and domestic opposi-
tion of a political and most unaccountable
charncter met, Yct, in spite of all this, the
line hne aitained a degree of commercial

teuccess and a porition in the railwey

world nob be exceiled by any railway on this
continent, Canadians, then, owe a debt of
gratitnde to the Grand Trunk, and hod it not
been for the extraordinary hottility exhibited
to the line in iucal political circles some years
ago, even the original stockholders might have
tr-duy less cuuse for cowplatnt,  The esrliest
wounds which the Grand Truzk received
aame froni the Lands of those who ought to
hive been its friends, just as the last
blow has come frem the asme sourie. While
we do not say that the Capadian Pacific is
not quite entiiled to governmental assistance,
there can be no dcubt thut the manner it has
been showered npon it, in view of the posi
tion of the Grand Trunk, bas been very
unjust, and the legislature that has permitted
itself to be so derelict in ita duty deserves the
strongest censure from the people.
R

THE LATE JUDGE RAMSAY.

The death of Mr. Justice Ramsay, so sud-
den and unexpectod, makes a blank on the
judicial tench not easily fiilled. The country
’haa lost a judge of sterling integrity, great
legal ability and personal wcrth and purity.
He dies a Bayard in the juilicial ermine which
has gained lustre from his prescnce on the

bench, IHis present death makes 2he
loss Beem the greater as we live in
times when it i8 the evil fishion

to treat the judicial office with what may be
termed a species of social end public levity.
The pames of judges are bandied about in
connection with political appointments, Men
who, with all respect to them, we think
ought to know better, accept judgeships and
then treat the high and important office with
ae the most

ns  little respect insigni.
ficant political ¢¢berth,” *‘Descents from
the Bench™ to wallow in the qu:g-

mire oud cessponl of political atrife, ncte
the suggestion of which, in formnir dsys,
would have brought the flush of anger to the
cheek of any judge so approaclied, are now
actusl facts, Politicol expedicncy hss no
hesitation or compunction in degrading the
cflice which should be as unsuliied ms the
priesthood, This being the tendency of the
times, a {ntal tendeacy, and one which will
tring in its train woat disasirous results,
the de:ith of a judge like the
lite Mr, Ramsay, who maganitied his office,
and fcls and respected the grave responsi-
bilities stiached to it, ia n epecial acd not
eusily repuired loss, He represented a type
of judicial officcr which is unbapily vecom-
ing rare, to the great detriment of that great
aud important pillar of the Stats, Justice,
S ggpe—
A SCHOOLBOY'S ANSWER.

It has ofton fallen to the lot of the school-
boy t» teach an important lesson to those who
are in nced of ono. ” Thie scems particularly
to be the onse with Mr. J. L. Hughes, the
Orangs Tory itinorant lecturer of Toronto,
Befors we cxamine his cazg; l¢& G refer to
tha$ ot other great sectnrice who have pre,
ceded him, and let us take Mohammaed as the
reprasontative. As a modern writer point-
edly remarks, since the religien of Moham-
mediem is very hard to believe, all it re-
quires from its subjects ia 1o believe ; further-
more, Mohammed was undouotedly a clever
man, but he made one mistake —HE WROTE A
pooK, L:t us return to our parallel, for
here is the similarity. Mr, J. L. Hughesalso
wrote a hook, and in refercnco to that book

Lycei, the organ of the Ottawa Collegiate
Instituts Lyceum, He aays:— '

“The Toronto Public School Board has
¢ licensed an individusl named J. L. Hughes
‘yo stump the Province and poee as the
% apostle of 8chool Reform. As com
¢ ponents of the great Public Schocl system
“ of Oaotario we clsim the right to.protest
‘ against any nne School Board heving the
¢ power to sat looee npon unoffending people
75 crank of the calibre of J.\l,, Hughes. ..
* This J L, H. would like to believe that he
‘*is & historian. We havo bafore us *The
‘“ Topical Histery of Kngland,’ in Gage's
s Sqricn .of Examinatjpn Primers (which
‘“ might be more appropriately desigoated
*¢ ¢ Cram Hoandbocke’). Ite suthor is Mr. J,
* L. Hughea, A person without know-
" ledge of the dates and names of English his-
** tory might reasonably take the littls quarto
“ of 128 pages for the advance sheets of some
“* new railroad guide or post office direotory
‘* from the oconglomeration of ‘datos, names
“* and abaurd contractions of which it ia com-
‘* posed, Just tnrn.to page 109, section 5,
‘" where J. L. Hughes, with that majeatio
‘! foroe of crentive power that.loacs ‘respect
¢ for well known nnd freely accepted trathe,
‘¢ culis the sarenstic, shrewd, fancroating Vol-
¢ tairean and Livg .of loiter, writers, Hotace
* Welpole,~what? What indeed Lut 'the
¢ <firat of England’s jreat pemce-ministers/’
“ We will go no further, draw your own con-
¢ glusions, No. doubt. Mr, J,. L. H, will
¢t ptrike Ottawa, and if he is not better in-
“ formed_ upon. educational matters than he
*¢ is upion the sutjeat of ‘teaching, he might
.% bo donated a free course at the Collegiate

tended to.the ‘Grand Trunk by:the Govera-
wment, it oonnection with the Qanoda Pyoifis;

« Tnatitute:’" B R
/Toeraaro Mr. Hughes and his book dis-

¥

:n"certainly one that mnat be styled unjast, ',.poie& ot by ;.;'éiaolbpy,'

we quote a schoelboy writer in the Vox |-

——
b:_:y at that. . “The religious ory raised by such
blgpffgd_ -pnrtinanq as Hughes and Co, does
notiseem ito:be taking a atrong
aensiblg.‘pttnwn peaple, .
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OUR QUEBEC LETTHR.
. . ———— .
All Shufitng Now at an End—The Posttson of
. ‘lh'o, l'remier—l.nroehelle—.l Letier from
him in “ Ea Justice” to-day—y¢ Tells ita
Own - Tale — The l:ngllsln-l'roteunnl.s—
Seme of the Men who Must * Go,”—
Rumors about Abandoning the Conte
tion — Despondency vs,
the Two Pariles Feel,

held nmoug

sta-
Buoyancy—How

Brom Our Own Correspondent |

Quksxo, et 22:—Ross musk elther meet the
Houze fow or the Gloverhment must remgn
before January 27th, There can be no mors
shuffling. Hec cannot now resipn himselt ard
recominend an outsider to take his place, Eg
hus called the Legislature together, aud the law
unys that he must meet the Chamter in
peraon or ke and the members of his Guvery-
ment must resign en bloc. So we shall have
no more talk about Apgers or Mathieu or Tail-
Ion, Itis now Ross or Mercier, the leader of
the Government or the Jender of the Oppositiun,
And the general opinion aineng independent
Conservatives ia that Russ was quite right iu
determining as he did, They know that whern
he failed uo ong eloe of 455 suine political stripe
could gucceed, He is es good as the best of
them, and ke will meet the House and take his
punishment like a man,

LAROCHELLE,

. Larachelle,the M. P. P. for Dor.heslcr,artived
in Quebec to-day. He is, us you kuow, the gen~
tlewan whom the government urgans have all
along been claiming as asupporter of the present
administration, Althougo he signed the Round
Robin and attached hia n»me to the document
published the other day, which expressed no
cunfidence in Dr. Ros, yet the government
organs claimed him as their own. They did
this on the strenpth of a letter Laiochelle
wrote to o friend on Jzly 2nd, That
letter was publish d in the Government organs
yesterday and to day, and now Lirrochelle con-ea
out in La Justice and gives good and rolid rea-
sons for his change of base, He eaya that since
July 2nd _the political situation has changed ;

that Dr. Ross has proved himself the enemy of
the Natiovalists by the opposition he gave Lo

Garreau, Trudel, Peiletier, Duhamel, LeGres

and others. He charpes DA Ross with

having divided the Conservativo party iato

two camps, and with''proving himrelf the

suhservicnt tool of the corspirators u: Ottawa.

Whatever lingerirg doubts the friends of (he

Government had as to Larochelle’s position

must now vanish. Indeel they admit as much,

and with Larochelle this last hope of retain:g

power vanishes into thin air.

THE ENOLISH PROTESTANTS.

I wonder who i3 to represent tho English
Protestants in the Cabinet of Mr. 3lercier, it
ho attains office? There ia a chance for sowe
good man vow. Itisa tide in the affairs that
may lead to tortune. That ir, I mean, foriune
in honors and good repute, if the coming mar
is equal to the oceasien.  If Cumeron had st it
his E;rmmcl he would wndoubted'y be Mr, Mor-
cier's choice. But Cemeron did not stand his
ground, snd now ro one appears to know ex
actly where Cameron is, It will le
somewhat difliculs fir Mr. Mercier 10 open
constitnercy for an Nnglivh Protestant, and if
ho could tind one ready mate it wounid be a!l
the better.  That the party Mr. Mercier leads
got fuir Protextont snpport I koow, Indeid.
I thi.k I told you this before, Altheugh the
Protestants failed to return ore of their own to
Mr. Mercier's side of the House, yet he got i
geattering vote in the different eounties, and he
will recognizeit. But at presert no one ap-
penrs to know who the comirg man, it need. ¢,
15 likely to be. I know vne English Protestiot
who, | think, would be welcome, but I dire
not meution his name, and yet he is so propul:r
that he is onueveryons’s lips hers, even if e
whisper is spoken without s sanction oreven
under his frown.

A CLEARING OUT,

The friends of Mr, Mercier ho'e vow thut, i
they can, there will he a clearng aut of 11
noxious officials thould any charge ocew,
Tivery one of them who took part in the lat
elections will, they say, go. C. P, Davild-a
will, of cuurse, losa the Crown prosceutings,
worth 1ta §2.000 or 53000 a year; J. .
Curran will lose his Fire Marshaliings, wonth
$800 a year; Mr. Stevenson, the Scere
tary to the Boerd of Artg, will lowe
his pesition, which I ruppose is worth 15004
year, and o number of mnen in Quebne will walk
the plank a8 a matter of course. But there ar:
two men who ho.d Government positions, s
who 0id their best to def at the Nuticnaliste,
sud they will be lucky if they do not all g,
tco. Not because they are Conservatives, but
becnuse this thing of government officials inter-
fering in politics is iminoral, und an effort wiil
be made to put an end to it. That js the pith
and subatance of the rew revoluting as I ynder-
gtand it,

THE CONTESIATIONS.

There is o gocd deal of talk to-night abons
withdrawing several of the contestations in the
district of Quebec. 1t is rumored that thera in
4 desire on bath sides to ** pair off” and to allow
many of the ventestatinus to be abandoned.
How true this may be [ do not know, I give it
to you as a rumor, From all I canlearnit
looks a8 if both sides woere womies by
the situation and that they were willing,
Ho Paf a3 many of the contestations go, to cry
““quits.” I do not think there is any arrang.-
ment between the parties, but, from all I eun
lenrn, there appesrs to be & leaniue in that
direction. Of course I only speak for the
diatrict of Quebee.  As f-r Montreal I suppose’
tliey will paddle their owa canoe up there,

DESPONDENCY AND BUOYANCY.

The fiiends of the Governinent are despind-
ent to-desy, whilo the friends of the Nationnlists
are buoyant. The Government side here
does not admit defeat, but they look it. I hat
letter of Larochelle’s in La Justice broke the
camel’a back. Iudeed, I heard -ona of their
leaders ndmit almost os much., All they ern
gay now is t at the 27th of Januaty iaa long
way off, and no one . can  tell what may
happen before then. That is their stock
in trade, as Jar as hope goes, and it is the
only silver-lining to their heavily-charged cloud
of anguish. Bnt we must not foreet that the
government will be over three months in power
when the house meets; endthut ought to le
encugh to satisfy thém.  Ou the other hand the
Nationalistas are buoysnt. They ave satisfied to
wait the ordinary course of constititiounal pro-
cedure. January the 27th will settle all questivos
now in doubt. _

MONTGOMERT.

—

A LESSON IN SCRIPTURE.
MR, BLAKE ON SIR JOHN MAEDONALD,,,

In the conrse of his speech 'at Orillis,
Mr. Blake took occasion to expase, in a clever
and humorous way, Sir John Mnodonnld’s
ubter ignorance of Scripture’ history, from
whioh the premier is ro jond of quoting., I
a previous speesh Sir John had,compared :
Mrx, Blake to Haman and likened himeelf to
Mordecai, Referring t» this, Mr, Blske
said :—** Now, wa.have nll heard of some-
body quoting Seripture ; and I do not objects »
therefore, to Sir John's deing it; bit I objeot
to hia following the :rejeoted mothod of the
earlier quoter, He said at Stratford :— ,
» Mr; Blake was a 'very.able man; but he .
was oonsumed with, ambition, So long as Mor- |

' decai vt at the king's gate, so long would

and a public schoo}

l




