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agility and ferocity of the wild cat, to the Judgcment of theman; | place. But none came. The Indians had been tauoht to respect | sist. The cities to whrch the travellers' 'b?tecf')\s”ﬁere drrec?ed E? i

e *x"”‘l'u‘

---but the holders of the Fort were not daunted at that,---they
too were men used to the woods, and Eurdpean prr%e, grifted’ on/
American practise, made them scorn the supposlhont at they néed’
fear any of. therr...p;y,n spucies, no matter, what the e colour of their

skins, or the savageness of their manners.

The Indians who ran to the westward soon returned, having
satisfied thémselves that the fugitives could not- have gone in that
direction.. They and others stopped for a momentin“eonsultation, .
on the spot were the travellers first came in sight of the fort, and

e e

then, talunn the trail, they deseended the Tifll raprdl}, ‘no“doubt
tracing it ‘tothe river, . TR .

* Steady for your lives” now said ::Great- Beaver, “they will
sooon cramme the . shore -right and left,,,and track us to our
cover.’ . : ; : :
~ One of the men who stood on post bv the horse, Teft it for a mo-
ment, and. joined the men at the loop holes,: confident that the
first show of the enemy now weuld be.on the path.which they .
themselves had taken to reach:the fort.” Much titae had not
elapsed, during which the travéller’s bearts -could be heard beating
with cxcitement, before the bushes appeared suddenly shaken over
the brow of the bank,. and soon after. three Indlans bounded up,
fully exposed, like deer hounds in the chase. . As they discovered
that the trail led directly to the fort, they stopped suddenly, and
seemed struck with’ astonrshment, and doubtful what to resolve on,
“The white skin shall be avenged, gasped Great Beaver;. ! take
fhat fellow on the right, Nathan,and when you are sure, ﬁre‘.’_ So
saying, he restedhis rifle’s muzzle.in the'loop, and almost instan-
taneously the two were discharged. -The savage to the, right fell
as if struck by a thunder bolt ; the-one to the Jeft jumped convul-
sively frow the ground, ran half a dozen paces towards the fort, as
if to take revenge, fell forward; writhed for a moment among the
dry leaves, and was still.  The third Indian, with the speed and
agility of & panther, crouched and slid over the bank, and was im-
medmtel; hidden from view,

A ydll now arose from the lowcr ground, indicating the rage of
the band, at the manauvre of the whrtc mé, und the fall of their
eontradeq -

" Thie helenﬂuercd travellers had scarcely time to load when the
chief of the Indians exhlhtted his skill, hy pushing a-detachment.
up the sward in frunt of the fort, resolved: on making a sudden at-
tack on the weakest point. "Two other rifie cracks awoke the o-
‘clioes, the smoke wreath curled above thie fort, and-two more of the
Tudiins rolléd on the przune grass, ! The band fultered for'a: mo-
ment, nnd then pushed on, recLomng on . some awkiwardness of the,
travellers in reloadlng But nbtWatt‘mg for'that, the’ holders of
the fort pxcl.ed up a couple of sparepreces which' ‘had been’ strap-
ped’to the panmexs of the horsc, and Zavea second volley ;. one
other Indian fell, nnd another “ounded ‘turned limping, and re-
traced his trail.  The party, thus weakened and foiled, and dréad-
mrr a’‘continuation of the warm treatment, scattered right and. lel't,
over the billocks. ~Another yell, not so'strong, but inore hideous
i expressxon thau the former, rent the air, nnd then a silence en-

' sued ~which seemed doubly deep, after the explosions and shouts of
‘the. prcccdmfr moment. It appeared as if ‘utter solitude had a-
gain rev isited the wild, and that the ground had swallowed up the
Leselrrers and hesieged. | A slnrp ‘ticking denoted thdt the deadly:
nﬂes ware again ready for actrou, and the travellers! eyes glanced
l\eenly in every dircction, over the back and neck: of the patrcnt
lmrse, and thtoucrh the loop-hbles of the hut.

- Night now settled down rnprdl) “the trces becnme mmrrlcd with
thesw md and clumps of bushes appear ed fike groups of the ene-
my, prowlmg around. The poor tra\ellers still standmg to their
_arms, lool\ed round, exhausted, seekm« somemode by whlch they
_might get ‘the refreshment that nnture calléd for. The fort wns
leftempty by the Indians, e\cept some cooking utensrls, and the
cmbers of a ﬁre—-.and the provender of the travellers had been
thrown off the horse to lighten him of his load, in- the first moment
of alarm.  The bags of biscuit and buffulo meat lay near the
spot where theu poor eomrade fell, and they were often carnestly
fooked at, until the shades pl' evening hid them'from view.
w ould De death to attempt getting them in possessron, for doubt-
Joss the Indmns l-.ept watch behind the near lrlllocks, and would
pick off any who \entured out of the fort. IRest was' denied al- -
nwst as much as food. The hesreged l\new not when' nnather at-

tack might be made, and an mcessant watching, in the clear star-

light, was their only chance of safet) A Alicker of apme torch
liad been nlready seen in an uncxpeeted direction, and the flight of-
a bu,llet aimed at the ﬁame, was followed by shrrcLs, as xf that al- -
sp had done its work on the enemy. :

It was now evident that about one. tlurd ot' the bnnd were dis-
abled, and the absence of provender in the fort, gave the travellers
hopes, that-the Indians would scon be forced to depart ona hunt-
iug excursion, . 1t then the) could., defend their fortress suecess-
fully ali night, dtlwelance might come with the mornmg i and the ‘

- Awericaw cities, the howes of the homusrcl\ men, mmht yet resard |

. Under the infuence of these views thev resolved
to watchall night, foreing nature to forego her, wounted renovation,
while struggling for life. . A heap of grass. was scraped togetherl
-for the exhaasted horse, and with sleeph.ss eyes. the men olauc'ed,
out the lne-—long night, o bank and stump and bush, “herever a
~ human bem« would ltave adtant'wc in npproa"huw “their h:dm

. their excrtions.

’ desperat’ron ind’ctinning g

; those .of wild . foxes, from the fort. -

! ‘lmg for. support,  and looked Leenly around.‘ In a moment he

| tree.wlience the flash,came.:.

Tt |

1 by this fina] outrage, sprung to lis.feet, anashed his .teeth, and

their opponents, and were resolved not to throw any more' of their
lxves a\vay in attempting to surp ise ,men who were their match
b N T
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. ,.9.{?,”,’}28 came; and’ ghastly did the men seem in its hght Rest-
Tessness, and fanm “hunger; hed” tFaced ther?"c'b'i"l"dhi‘ﬁ’“‘lrnes
on the-weather beaten'.countenances which: glmted for_:th like
One laid down and rested
while the others held dozmg watch,-—-after a short hours fitful |
sléep, another tobk & dradght -of nhture's” balmy repose, and “then
another, but-it was-like a drop of - water-to- the thrrst), escrtmg a
feverish desire for more. .

F. amine also, pressed very closel v, and the spot rrost mtense'ly
watched was that where the prousxons lay, hesrde their slaugh-
tered and scalped com pamon

Hope, however, ‘was not nltogether absent the mormng smoke
of the Indians ‘was seen, as they cooked therr early meal, but
perhaps they had since slunk off, or would soon do so. Silent,
and crouched at, their posts, the travellers sat ‘revolving all the
chances of escape, hardemng themselves to the gnawings of hun-
ger, rvhzch, wolf-like, was preymg upon their vitals; over ‘and a-
non-they indulged antrcrpatrons of freedom, and yearned for frlends
and home like harrassed chlldren for the mother s breast.

A rrﬂe crack made the suﬂ‘erers Jump to therr feet, and the next
moment their. living barrier, the poor, horse, which had stood
mnmb]mg his wisp of grass fixed as a statue, trembled vrolently,
sank to the carth, and rolled on his srde. The blood oozed from
Leside his shoulder,—he had been shot, and was dying. 'This was
indeed a cutting.down of the chlef stay of the wretched ; if they .
even escaped the Indians how could they tra'«el the weary miles
which yet lay before them, wrthout the- aid of their poor servant ? 7
When they s ‘him fall, an mvoluntary exclamatron of horror
the nearest brcnst of land. Still, not a red skin was to beseen ; from
a rifle directed by a person prostrate on the ground, the horse could
not be burted ; it was evident that an Tndian must have crept to
one of the nearer. treesy climbed 1t and from that. taken his aim.
But the work was done, the besreo'cd were starvmg, they were
exhausted in body and mind, -——therr slave, whose services were so
indispensible, was. lrfeless,-—and despair settled down with.iron
pressure on the heart of , each wretch. Still they gave another hour’s
watching for vengeance ; but none of the enemy appenred ¢ We
may, as well die at once, as, dne thus,’ gasped one of the men who
was: posted n defenee of ;the open side . of the fort ~—*let us stormj
Ahe: d vil's camp.” ¢ No,.no,’ said Great Bea\ er, ¢ that W_ould -be;
sheen madness, Jet-us die here hLe men, who were men to the last.
¢ Iimust have food,’ answered the: other, good byc, I wrll get
the bread yonder, or dic in the attempt. 6 Good bye, g ood bye,
cjaculated his two companions ; they bad not hope enouoh to in-
duce an: attempt to dlssuadp,lnm from his purpose, and they Lnew,
that he was going to his death. Ad;ustmg his knife, and " seiz-

ing his rifle; the, gaunt man rushed forth from the f'ort, his step |

unsteady from want of rest and food, yet his eye. glannv threat-
ningly around, as if be would yet be aformidable antagonist, He
had not gone one half the distance between the fort and the place
where the bread lay, when a flash from a tree caught his eye,a

shot 'was heard,—and he_staggered forward ; he graspeda sap-

 a pace or two on oue side of his path
sunk on his knee and fired. . He bent forward watchmfr the effect
of his;shot, as if that was all hé then cared for.in creatron The
bullet;was not sped for, nought ; an, Indran fell henvrly from the
.The tra\eller had his revenae ; a ma-
‘niac.laugh. pealed u,zghtfully on the desert, he waved his hand in
triumph, fell lann-uldly on his back, and. reswned life without a
furtherstruggle. Another shot,.and nnother, at the body of the
prostrate man, told that the Pawuees were close on the edge of
the'level ;. but he cared not,—no motion was vrsxble as the ruth-
less bullets struck his, manly. form,—he was gone, be) ond the reach
.of any: further sufferings of the \vrlderness_. o

Fhe-poor mensin the fort now . yielded to despair ; another ev-
ening approached, the demands for rest and ‘food were, imperative,
and the exasperated enemy were as-watchful as ever.
down their rifles, and - gathering Somé leaves around the embers
which-they had contrived to keep.alive, proceeded to, cook, for food,
portions ‘of the cead horse.. A: bullet whistled thro_ugh the open-
‘ing of the fort, they heeded it not,—let death come; it as una-
voidable ; ariother and another magde its ominous wmusic within their
frail shelter, and one of {lie miserable twain fell. The last, roused

made a convulsive spring,

glared out like a spectre ; :ifthat position he receiveda ball whlch
placed him‘inotionless beside:his late brother in affliction. There_
they Iay, side by side;. inithat dismal fort ; silent, pale, and bl,ood},
*while die evening sun weht down on. the-plains, pouring a.flood
of blessed radiavice over the ~erdaiit expanse. .

They are gone, those” poor-travellers,—no* home, no friends, for,
them. Distant were the eompamons of their youth, -t that-hour
of extremity ; secure in the- heart of the: busy cltv, whrle :those
whom they orice lovéd were dymv on the desert. - Happy igno-.
rauce. Dreadful, indeed, if, with the evils whicli make themselves.
felt and scen, by their proximity,~lwe were conscious of -thoseat,a.
distance, and bled in sympathy with fritnds whom we eduld not as-

gay, noisy, and j joyous'on'the evemng of their death ; "and somie
would readrly,—hafre died id (‘theu- defence, laughed merrrly, at’ tlie
time wherddet‘encei’was needed the most. One homestead mdeed*»
exhibited a shade of pleasmg melancho]v, connected with' the tra‘i 1
"elleTs) at“themoment‘of‘th death'struggle"‘""l‘he‘wrfe’of'hrm"v;ho?s

was returmg hotne an altered man, Lad heard of his alteratton, an:i'“’

mtended return. No hour passedm whrch she did not mentron h

e d it .

pame e to group “of littie or ones, renewmg “the Jove of & father;m
their hearts, and filling their tender mmdsowrthlvrsrons of. cheerfnl': ¥
ness, connected with thatnearest and long lost,relatrre. ~hen the -
time had elapsed in which he should ' have s artived,=she” wat“‘hed
with feverish anxiety ; at’ morn, expeetlng that before evening.,
her former love and pride would once more appear, and at nlght,?l
expecting. that morn would brmo the promlsed treasure. But he’
came not,—the hearts of mother and chrldren srckened-—-and ao'am,
after awhile, melancholy forehodmfrs yrelded to the Lrnd’ force of-
forgetfulness ; the fate of the father and husband became, af lenrrth
4 some vague dream, whlch it was nof wise to strenfrthen by any

eudeavour at trauntr its features )
"The Tadiens scalped therr vrctrms, and left theu' bodres in the "
deserted fort to feed the, prairie wolf. In after days the. story be-
came known, and the bones obtmued bunal The grnve strll nses
m the fort in the grove ; rt is a, ‘mark of the ,vengeance of the e
! .
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p his feuds with the wrld race whxch he is is every where supplant-
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. For the Pearl
CAMPING OUT

I have alway.'s-been a fisherman—that is, since’ I ean remember
any thing. - When but a rosy cheeked six-year-old, ;my.delight
used to be to get down upon the end of the old stone wharf, in
front of the paternal dwelling, with & crooked- pin'made fast to
three yards of Herring twine, and a whattle of ‘the same length,
and there, for hours together, would I pull in‘perch, and pollock,
and-tom' cod, and busy myself with. the most abundant, and. most
"easily deceived, of the finny tribes that line ourshores. " I can re-
member yet the first sculpin 1 caught, and the labor it cost me to
extract my hook from the fathomless depths that seemed to lie. bé-
neath its capacious jaws. * With what childislrapprehension T gazed Ny
upon this sea. monster, and speculated upon,the best .mod e
engagmgam) tackle without. the loss of a, ﬁnger. To touch lll
-was out of :the, questlon-—to -venture: my,.tmy,hnnd mto hlS aytule
. throaty:seemeéd: to be:certain:destruction, to,a. hmhj at. eleast. b Ho'w'.r?-‘:
I pumbléd him; and: wondered at the creature 5 tenacrty,,of .hfe- -5E :
il despamng of ever gettmg,clear ‘of my.prize, I, planted one.footv R
firmlyon his.tail, and pulled; till . the pin stramhtenmg,tl found 5
myself free of entanglement, and vowed. to fish no-more, so; near
‘the’ bottom.. : < o :

A year ortwo a&er, as a bright reward for learning some long
lesson, or for some-extra piece of:good behaviour, I got permission
to accompany.in. elder: brother to Williams's Lake. I had- never

'seen a trout.caught, although Ihad a vague idea of therr where-

abouts, and of :the superior;skill that was requrred to. tempt them
from the dark watersiin which they dwelt. . I.could not-sleep for
Athmkmg of :the pleasures of ithe coming. day ;-and before sun-Tise,
was thumping at my brother’s door, with all the ‘'vehemence of a
boy panting for knowledge and amusement, innew- forms and scenes
as yet untrodden. In a couple of hours /I was perched upon a
venerable granite rocks taking my first lesson in that art \vhrch

has since so'often refreshed a weary spirit and affcrded so much of”

recreations :Pleasant hours; haye I spent by Lake and Strearn,
sincéerthat day ; ‘but never have I known the boundless exultatron.‘
with-which I grasped therod, that was at last, after a basket full hadj
been taken, good naturedly. resigned into my hands, and LJ onni
Wirarop, just turned of eight,+in corduroy. jacket and trowsers,.
stood upon that granite rock: with a four jointed rod, _rtself a won-.
‘der,-in ‘my‘own hand, paying out and winding up, that-I might
hear the reel :tick;.and :switching .the flies about upon the, surface

Thev th 'hof tlie water, ' The hope, the pride,: the novelty;, of that hoaur,
ey threw

~have riever since heen. surpassed Ly any of .the,delights or ¢triumphs
|-of lifé. It was hee that . I killed my : first fish, . I mean the first
| ‘with the fly, and if it -had. been.a .whale, .with forty barrels of
sperm in his head, the prize would not haye seemed of freater value.

With what:transport:I:drew it-atnight out of the basket-.-1 would.
have' kriown it:among.an hurdred---and: held it up by the gxlls be-
fore 'the whole: family circle, as my-own peculiar share of the spoil.

“Theré was a’ year's.growth.ini that ‘single- day--—sueh storres as L
had to tell themest ‘morning.to.all, my young- companions and
playmates, wlio had. never: handled:.a: rod or. killed a trout with,
a hair lile ! . I :was the envysofy the whole circle, and there
was not-one.of, them. that. gave fathers. and elder brothers any
rest, .until- they-had shared: the; same 4indulgence, and perform—
-ed: the same exploit: :As we grewolder, we got: rods and lmes of
‘our own, and-passed sportively. through the Angler’s nov1t1ate

Then came little. partres to the lake, without any body to take care
of us, with the cautionis-and: fears of anxious mothers, who; weanéd
~for ourtéturn.. Gloridus daysthose---when we bad an old lealcy
"boat nll to-ourselves; and rowed about from stand to: stand.--trod
“on each other's tips---tangled each other’ s Jines, an.d strove, \thﬂ-




