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CALENDAR FOR APRIL

. Arnu. z.—Thursday before Easter.
L 3.;—Good Friday..
4 - 4-ZRaster Even
“ - . g5~Easter Day. :
L 6.-—-Monday in'Easter Week.
1"y —Tuesday in Easter Week,
4 12~First. Sunday after Easter.
"% pg.-Second’ - ¢ “
¢ gp~Sr. Mark.
f!, 46. —-Thu'd Sunday after Easter.

Fourth Sunday after Easter. o

o "Every good glt't nnd every perfeet glft le from above i
L ' James i1,

The semces of ‘the day are calculated to impress
upon our mlnds ‘the principle the. Collect asserts’:
that Gop only can order the unruly wills and affec-
tiohs of sinful men. . This is chosen a§ an appro-

. priate subject of our-consideration, at-a -season
" when .the connection between the sacrifice and
resurrection of Christ 'and the permanent resxdence

' of the Comforter amongst us is brought before us.
Scnpture ‘has laid down the proposition, and our
' own hearts echo it, * That the way of a man is'not
_in himself; it is not in man that walketh, to direct
; hi§.steps.” “The heart of the sons of men is full
of evil ; madness is in their heart while they live,
and after that they go to the dead.” This will
render’ it evident to every thinking mind that it is
, Gon, and Gon only, “which worketh in us, both
. to will.and to do of His good pleasure.” Setting
. out with this proposition, which has the concurrent

hearts, -the prayer ‘of the Church is, that Gop
would vouchsafe to us the assistance we'so urgently

. stand i inneed of ; that, contrary to the corrupt
dlsposmon of our, hearts, which are desperately
- wicked; we may be led to love the thing which.
. He commauds, and to desire that which He
promlses. The tlnng which ‘he commands ‘is that

. which He has delivered in His most Holy Word.
*..The passage selected for the Epistle sets before us
th! word ‘'of Gop, and as the means He has vouch-
nfed to us towards ‘attaining -it.- In accordance
ch the doctrme the' Collect’ asserts, St.- ]ames,

i iny thls .passage, tells us that “ Every. good gift and
" eyery:perfect’gift is from above, and corneth down
i fromvthe‘Father of Lnghts "« Of His:.own wl,”
wuot’by any ‘act or fackity of-oury, begat He us,
by the sord ef truth,”;"He called us out ‘of dark-
‘: \.ness mto hght He revealed to babes that which

in. o
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wews of things spmtual‘.,mdependent of, or m1
: opposmon to that which is written for ourlearnmg,

" [ bot the nghteousness of Gon,” and ig overruled to

|lives, which: is. the first.step towards Christian

e grafted word," the guide, the instrument, as it
o were, by which' we are -to attain that- knowledge
| mecessary to work out our salvatlon '

| Now the image that this presents to us is one. that

testimony of Scripture, of history and of our own |

toventure .our own .opinion, orjto- dtstmst that
wrsdom which is, thus’ of Gop; ‘to form our own

“Slow to wrath ; for the. wrath of man’; ,workethf
fulfl ‘His purposes: *“ For “the’wrathof ‘man
shall praise Thee ; the - remamder Of ‘Wrath- shait
Thou restrain, ...Gon only ‘can- order the’:
| wills and aﬂ'ectxons of sinful men.” Laying, apart,
therefore, all filthiness and sr.perﬂurty of naughtl-
neas, comlng in repentance of ‘2ll past sin, * and ‘4
determmatron, by Gop's' blessmg, to  amend our_

faith, “ We shall receive with.meekness the en-

We are to receive this with ‘meekness, remem-
bering whose . word it.is ;-not-as .worldly wisdom
valuable in 1tse1f or as the result f our own reason-
ing, but as the Word of Gop; His most’ precrous
gift, coming ¢ down’ from the Father of Lights.>
must learn to look upon it as His engrafted Word '

enforces the same - truth taught . us-.in -the - whole
passage—the wisdom of God is  engrafted on the
wild 'stock, that is, the reasoning powers of man ;
wrthout this they may produce thelr own fruit—
the- follies, the superstitions, the’ .rdolatnes, which
have at so many different periods resulted as the
fryits of man's reason—but: to- brmg forth the fruits |
of this engrafted wisdom, we must check and prune

that is, from the perverse reasoning of our own.
hearts, and which produce 'that filthiness and
superfluity of naughtiness before spoken of. Thus,
through God's engrafted Word, and this alone, as
the means which He has Himself vouchsafed to
us, and left us as our guide, may we learn to love
the things which . He commands. But in the
Collect we desire also that which He promises.

What this is, is shown us in the portion selected
for the Gospel. " *“Tt is expedient for you that I
go away ; for if I depart. I will send the Comforter
unto you.". The Comforter it was who should
remain with us, and guide us into all truth, for
“ He shall receive of Christ’s, and show it unto us.”
His office it has been from the first to inspire holy
men of old, who spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost, and His holy office still it is to guide
and direct that holy Scripture, which is thus given
as by inspiration of Gop,. to: our ‘sanctification.
He it'is who is ever with us to teach us to under-
stand and to apply what we read; to make all
things work togethier for good to them that love
Gob ; to pour.abroad into the hearts of them that
seek Him" the’ sanctifying and -enligtitening in-
fluences of His Spirit. - The fulfilment in our own
person% and io the Church "of 'this gracious

the end of the: world is that which we are. taught-
to desire ; not.can we separate this from- the -pre-
cedmg part of’ the- petmon, for as every good gift
is'of Gop, and we are wholly insufficient of ourselves
to think anythmg as" of oursel\e= so must: we

. must we

‘being paid”to. the young

away the wild shoots that spring below th_e graft, |

promise, that He will ever be: with us; even unto |

;ghqd been l‘rd from the wisest and wost 1earned ot‘
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; ‘the’eatth, o’whom the, simple-truths of the Gospel desire Gop has, .
= IJ@HaqﬂIan were foolishness. A sense%ge‘fhrs}: ur, entlre | of Hi }P‘tha # o,
iz : Lowan i St S dependence on the wrsdommlnch'ts fro_m above, | loye mg ‘which ,Gop~ hasum Hls holy ,Wardt.l_,
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AVIDSON, D. C.Hﬂ,JMomnnu': &l s'yhft to hear,” anxious'fo’ consult and _to bé - in- “‘Among the | sundry and manifold changes of
"‘a‘:: . = ASsoUIATS BOTION: ~ . - structed ina knowledge of .that whtch rsm' de unto the world, our hearts will. surely then’ be ﬁx
2% BEY. H. W.NVE, M.L; Rackr, Bediord, 2.Q. - BEV. EDWYE, us % Wisdom and nghteousnessl” “Slow ‘lpeak,” heaven, where. true; joys .are. to_,be- found ;" we

shallsoy:move:;throug .‘--thlngs temporal, that. we,

finally‘lose ‘ot the things* etérnal.” The; world;:

with jts’ sundry and ‘mianifold: changes, is the strong‘
man armed that ke 'peth possessmn of our‘ L
It is the, opposmg power fo the ;Word and: the
Spirit; which alone -dré on. ‘Gop's side. .As,the
Israelites. of oldwere led into-the rdolatnes and.
supersutrons_ of. thei ,nelghbors, so, 'in, our’ days,‘
a7 otrselves against_all ‘such éoni-
mnxnon with. the world as ma_v,z lea.d s 0. go thh
the multitude to do evil. : -Ou '-strength isHis
engrafted Word; that spmtu‘ “imonitor will-difect
us (o pray for Gon s Holy Spirit to gutde us through ,
its pages. unto all truth ; that, strong in thzs.‘.

.through all the cha.nges of life our hearts may there, .

even in heaven, be ‘most surely -fixed; where,"
through Jesus Christ, trie joys are. to be found.

And may the Holy Spirit ‘of Gop, promtsed in the

Gospel of the day as our guide into all truth, so
graft the truths and consolations .of His - ‘Word in’,
our hearts, that' they may bring forth in' us the
fruits of a holy and relxgibus hfe —-H?m. and Rev.
S Best, MA.
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O'ur' Youth. =

Were an mqurrer to’ exa.mme caret‘ully into the ’
distinguishing features. of ‘the religious nnd,mtel-

lectual activity of the present day, he could-scarcely .

fail-to be struck by the degree of -attention ‘that is*
“The Common School

gystem of our-own country, with all its defects, is.

a striking testimony to-the. value which is.set upon.

the -education of the youth of the land, and we
cannot doubt that it is exerc1smg a -beneficial in-

2

fluence on the’ intellectual condition of our popula~

‘tion, .

“The Sunday-School, which is now.in the second
century of its- existence, ‘continues to excite' ' in-
creasing attention among | Chnstmns of every name.
Perhaps there is only a shght exaggeratton in the -

-wordmg of an advertisement which has appeared _

in some-of our English exchanges, in:which it is
affirmed, “ The one hope of the Church and the
country to-day is the Sunday-School.” Certainly,

‘very few of our Church institutions can compare

with it for general usefulness, and it fully merits nll- :

the attention that is paid to it.

In addition to these are found many subordmate
institutions, all tending to the general improve-
ment. Some are intended to lift the very degraded
from their low estate ; and it is one of the most
pleasing features of the great work to which we
allude, that it pays such careful attention to the
lowest of the low. . By means of homes ‘for the"
homeless, re('uges for the neglected and reforma-
tories for the erring, together with various and in- .
genious means of finding employment for the idle,
the wa.lfs and strays.of soc1ety are gathered up a.nd -

mred for

In addition to‘alt these . is to be noted the”._
dwersxﬁed Titerature prepared ‘expressly’ for the
young, much of which is- smgularly adapted to

jfulﬁl its design. Sorie . of ‘our’ “most able ‘writers

in all ﬁelds of learmng deem-it’ not, beneath wheir
dlgmty o prepa.re manuals of mstrucuon smted 10,
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