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"Uery good gift and every porfect gift is from above."

The ïèries of the day are calculated tolmpress
upon ourmi : p"the principle the Collect' asserts.
that GoD only can order the unrulywills and affèe-
tiös àof sinful men. This is chosen a.i an appro-
priéte rubject of our consideration, at -a season
when rthe connection between the sacrifice and
resurrection of Chrislt and the permanent residence
of the Comforter amongst us is brought before us.
Scripture has laid down the proposition, and our
own hëarts echo it, " That the way of a man is'not
in himself; it is not in man that walketh, to direct
hii, steps." " The heart of the sons of men is full
of evil ; madness is in their heart while they live,
and after that they go to the dead." This will
renderit evident ta every thinking mind that it is
GOD, and GOD Only, which worketh in us, both
to el and to do of His good pleasure." Setting
out rwith this proposition, which has the concurrent
testimony of Scripture, of history and of our own
héarts, the prayer 'of the Church is, that Gon
would vouchsafe to us the assistance we so urgently
stand in nêed of; that, contrary ta the corrupt
disposition of our hearts, which are desperately,
wicked, we may be led to love the thing. which
He commands, and ta desire that which He
promies. The thing which he comrands is that
wlich Ho h dclivere; i His MOst ioly-Word.

he passage selected for the Epistle sets before'us
tht word of GOD, and as the:means He has vouch-
safe'd to is towards attaining it. In accordance
riäthedctrine the Collect asserta, St. James,

inthis passagje, tells us that "Every goodgift nd
*eèry perfectzgift is from above, and cometh down
fronothe'Father of Lights." "0f His own wMi,"
rrotUiny¯_ Iac ot face t of-oUT, " begat He us,

bÏ íe word of truth.'ý. He called u oùt aof dark-k
à to ,ligt; H e.eéaled to babes that which

been hisd frçm the wisest and i earned

theeath; to'whom the sim1tiuthof th Gospel

were9doilmhess. A seùs. 1,~f0s rr i.ntfr
dependcnce on the wisd6miwhiçh is-frorn above,
foi the enlightening of urisiuls;will rmakeius

"ift to'hear," anxiousiWbcnsmult and ta bê in-
stràcted in arknowledgèe othat-W n t
us 'Wisdom and righteousness " " Slow9peak,"
to venture -.our own .opinion, or sto distriist tbat

wisdom which is, thus of GoD ta form our own
ews of'things spiriu.1, 'independent of, or in

opposition to that whbicffis written for our leain
ISlow to wrath ; for the Wrath of man
hot the righteousness of GoD,":and is overruled to
fuifil His purposés "or thée-wath of -man
siall praise Thee the remaimer 0 wrgäïhr shait
Thou restrai. Gon, only can order the jum;uly.
wills and affections of sinful men." Laying apa.rt;
thèrefore, all filthiness and superfluity of naughti-
neas, cqming l repentance o all past r sin, anl"a à
determinatin, by Goo's blessing,ýto amend our
lives, which is the first rrstep towards Christin
faith, 'We shall receive with ,meekness the enr
grafted word," the guide, the instrument, as it
were, by which we are to attain that knowledge
necessary ta work out our salvètion.

We are to receive this with meekness, remem-
bering whose word it-is ; -not. as rworldly wisdom
valuable in itself,'or as the result of our own reason-
ing, but as the Word of Gob, His most precious
gift, coming dowî from the Father of Lights' We
must learn ta look upon it as His engrafted Word.
Now the image that this presents to us is oné that
enfoCres the sane trith taught; us Àin the r whole
passage-tihe wisdom of God is engrafted on tie
wild-stock, that is, the reasoning powers Of man;,
wijhout this they may produce their. own fruit-
the follies, the superstitions,. the idolatries, which
have at so many different periods resulted as the
Irqits of man's reason-buttobring forth the fruits
of this engrafted wisdom, we must check and.prune
away the wild shoots that spritpg below the grat,
that is, fron the perverse reasoning of our own
hearts, and which produce that filthiness and
superfluity of naughtiness before spoken of. Thus,
through God's engrafted Word, ând tkis alone, as
the means which He has Himself. vouchsafed to
us, and left us as our guide, may we learn ta love
the 'things rwhich He commands. But in the
Collect we desire also that which He promises.
What this is, is shown us in the portion selected
for the Gospel. " It is expedient for you that I
go away ; for if I depart. I will send the Comforter
unto you." The Comforter it was' who should
remain with us, and guide us into all truth, for.
" He shall receive of Christ's, and show it unto us."
His office it has been from the first to inspire holy
men of old, who spake as they were moved by the
Hoy Ghost, and His holy office still it is to guide
and direct that holy Scripture, which is thus given
us by inspiration of GoD, to our sanctification.
He. itris who is ever with us ta teach us to under-
stand'and ta apply what we read; to make al]
things work together for good ta then that love
GoD ; to pour abroad into the hearts of thern that
seek Him' the: sanctifying and enlightening in-,
fluences of His ý>irit. The fulfilment in our own

person% and in the Church, of this gr'acious
promise, that He -will ever be.ith us, even unto
the end of the world, is that which we are taught
to desire; norcan we separate this from the pre-
ceding part of ithe péition, for as every good gift
is'of GoD, and we are wholly insufficient of ourselves
ta hink inything aw öf ourselev, so must we

y v.th thing which ,Gon hasvin His ho1y Wod
conilanded.

'.ADirnf. tui )sundry' anid maniföld^changès -of

tht woïld, ourhearttsill urely othn e edon
heavenwliere, true, joys are, to be -found 'r we

shahlsonove through-things temporal, that.jwe
fma1ý'lie notrrthei .thingg elèrnal. TheV worldr
with its sdÿ äid niavifold :chIges, is the siön
man armed thaJ epethppsion of ar h t.
It is the ,opposmg .power to the ord an te,
Spirit, which alone ré' on. GOD'S side. As the
Israelites- of old Were led intosthe idolatries and
superstitions of.'iteit'iÏeiÉhbors, sodiu ri daysi
mustwe g &dourseives aganst a l such com-
manion with the world as may Iead 4s't göic.Orwith
the mhultitude ta do eviL Our strength, isHis
engrafted Word; that spiriïtaàleñönitr will direct
us to rray for Gon's Holy S1irit teguide us through

pages. unto a trut; that, strong in
.through ail.the changes of life our hearts may therei
even in heaven, bé most surely fixed, where,
through*Jesus Christ, true joys are ta bé found.
And may tht Holy Spirit of GOD, promised i the
Gospel of the day as our guide into all truth, so
graft the truths and consolations of His Word ma.
our hearts, that they may bring forth in us the «
fruits of a hôly and religibuslife.--Hon. and Rev.
S. Best, MA.

Our Youth.

Were an inquirer to examine carefully into the
distinguishing features of the religious and;intel-
lectual activity of the present day, he .could scarcely
fail to be struck by the rdegree of attention that is
belng paid r ta tie young. The Commàn Sithool
system of our own country, with all its defects, is
a striking testimony ta the value which isset upon
the -education of the youth of the land, md we
cannot doubt that it is exercising a beneficial i-
fluence on the intellectual condition of our popula-'
tion.

The Sunday-School, which is now in the second
century of its existence, continues to excite in-
creasing attention amorng ChrsItians of every name.
Perhaps.there is only a slight exaggeration in the
wording of an advertisement which has 'appeared
in sane of our English exchanges, in which it is
affirmed, " The one hope of the Church and the
country to-day is the Sunday-School." Certainly,
very few of our Church institutions can compare
with it for general usefuiness, and it fully merits all
the attention that is paid to it.

In addition to these are found many subordinate
institutions, all tending to the general improve-
ment. Sone are iatended ta lift the very degraded
from their low estate.; and it is one of the most
pleasirg features of the great work ta which we
allude, that it-pays such careful attention to the
lowest of the low. iBy reans of homes for the
homeless, refuges for the negleçted and reforma-
tories for the erring, together with various and in-
genious means of finding employment for the idle,
the waifs and strays.of society are gathered u _and
cared for.

In addition to ail these is te be. noted the
diversified literature prepared expressly for the
youig, much of which is singularly adapted to
fulfilts design. Sanie. of our most able 'writèrs
in,all fields of learning deem i' (not,be eath lheir
dignity to prepare nanvals of instru¢çion. suited 10


