
Memoirs of M. de Mirakeau.

diplomatic office; nay, fa bounded were
bis hopes and his.wifhes, that he earneft-
ly folicited to bc appointed conful, either
te the city of Dantzic or Hamburgh. But
happily for the interefs of France, M. de
Calonne eithet did net juilly appreciate his
abilities, or poffeffed fùch an envious and
u ngrateful difpoition that he did not dare
to reward, ther. At that period, the mi-
nifier of the finances did flot dream that a
day of retribution would cone, %when ho
himfelf might be forced'to folicitthat pro-
teUion·whichlie then refufed.

Difguned, difappointed, and vowing,
eternal enmity againfi the miniflry, Mira.
beau arrived in Paris; wherc a great and
important event Coon offered'a new career
to his abiliti.es; and opened a field to bis
genius, that' flattered bis wounded pride,
confoled him for bis unmerited misfor.
tunes, and feemed peculiarly adapted at
once to footh and to inflame the ambition
of a'nan1 formed by nature for fone great
enterprize.

Propelled, on this memorable occafi'on,
by the impulfe of patriotifm, and burning
with a defire to difninguifh himfelf and
refcue his country. from oppreflion, the
count de Mirabeau -pofted to that part of
the kingdom· where he had received his
birth,, and próno.unced a fpeech before the
flates' cf' Provence, by which, while ho
obtained-the palm of eloquence, ie infpi.
red the affe'mbly with an attachmént to Ji.
berty, and a-regardto their own-and the
rights of-their-fellow citizens, that'attra4t..
ed the gratitude and the applaufe of all'
that heard him. This memorable oratioñ
recured him a-feat -in the'national'affem.
bly, where, having thrown oe thie tram.
mels of the paffions, that haçibefàre fet-'
tered the exertions of bis min d, h e, at the
age of thirty; nine, diftinguiîffed himfelf as
the moft ablé advocatc that had ever ap_-
peared, in modrn times, on the fide df
the people.

Poffeffed of a bold and a corgmanding,
eloquence,-derived from nat ie, but ma'.
tured-by experience, he, fôofr beçame the
idol of Trance, and 'ch organ pf tche"ftates,
general. Nor were his talentsefdore con.
fpicuous than bis cog.qage; for at à timé
that Verfailles was furrounded by troops,,
and the word'of comrnand cernied alone.
wanting to let loofe the indifriminate-fu-
.ry of a mercenary foldiery, Mirabeau, with
a bold and undaunted voitce, informed the
officcr who defire4 the mtremberS.of the
third eflate to retire in the king's name,
1 that they vere lent there by the people,
and would neyer depart till they. 'were
torced by the point of the bayont.t.' In
all the fùcceeding operatios cof the affem.
bly, M, de·Mirabeau aaed a partc equally:

great and confþïcuous. Although courted
and beloved by.the.nation, he waa not,
however, the il'ave of popular- opinion.
Great and- oriinal; in his mind,. he. aàed
friom the impulfe and.conviffion ef. the
moment,, and fometines dared ta incur
the odibum of a.-people. who. adored. him i
At one time,.when. he was furrounded;'by -
a mob, who thrcatened him with. their
vengeance,. he turned round-to a friend,
and exclaimed withî his. ufual. ferenity, ' I
know that there is but a .iep fiom. the
Capitol to the Tarpeian r.ock.'

Within the laft two. years,. liiàdameic
affairs feemed ta affume a more favoura.
ble appearance than formerly ;. and. this
may be partly attributed to a rigid econo-.
my, of the value of which ho became.at
length fenfible, and. pardy. tô- the unex.
ampled fale of ' The. Cour-ier of Provence,,
of which he was, the editor i for, while
difcuffing the rights of the people, regu..
lating the laws of a new empire, and 1.
miting and curtailing. the ufurped p.rero.
gatives of a defpotic monarch, this fingu..
lar man ftill cultivated letters, and.did net
difdain ta acquire a. fortune. by fuch ho.
nourable lanriurs.. He was thus enabled,
about fix months before his death,.to.pur..
chafé the monafiery of Argnteuil,, cele..
.brated as the retreat of Heloire aftsr the
cataftrophe of- the unfortunate 'Abelard,,
until fhe was expelled fron that.afylum
by the brutal violenge of the abbot of St.
Denis. Wh'en the library of.M.de Buffon,
the famous naturalift,.was foldi.for the.be.
netit of bis fainily, he became the purcha.
fer of that alfo ;and. he feems to have. re-.
folved,, after having achieved.and-fecured,
the liberties of his. ''ountry, thatthe re.
pnainder of bis lifé fliouldkbe dedicated to
çhe pleafúreb, of friendfliip,. the quiet of,
contemplation, and. the calm but delici.
ous enjoymnents refulting. from, the. p.urM.
(ùits of literature and fcience.

But while thus planning;fchemes fgr f.,
turity, he was unhappily cut.offfrom.fo
ciety, before.he could cafte thedfruits of. ai
revolu.ioni, fa glorious to. France..and fo_
honourable to hinfelf.. While fitting.in
bis hludy, he was fùddenly. feized with-a,
rnalady, 'whiclh evibceç, fron the begin...
ning, fymptoms of the moft fataltenden-..
cy. Immediately,. on the report. of. his,
illnefs, ail Paris flpked toi his' gates,..to
Iearn new of bis health. His diftemper,
whichi was a rheu.matic gout,. broughtc on
by excefflve rpental and bodilylabourin
the fervice of the public, ingre'afed every,
day i and fa arxidcus were the multitude.
fôr the prfervtion bf iss life, that nt
çontent with thé accounts published eve.
ry three hours, they.inceffantly fur.round.-
cd his houfe, andsreftitied their anguilh,
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