Memoirs of M.

de Mirabeas.

diplomatic oftice; nay, fo hounded were

his hopes and his. wifhes, that he earneft-
ly folicited to be appointed conful, either-
to the city of Dantzic or Hamburgh, But
happily for the interefts of France, M. de
Calonne either did not juftly appreciate his
abilities, or poffefled fuch an envious and
ungrateful difpofition that he did not dare
to reward - them. At that period, the mi-.
nifter of the finances did not dream that a
day of retribution would come, when he
himfelf might be forced’to folicit that pro-
tection which -he then refufed.

Difgufted,| difappointed, and vowing.
cternal enmity againtt the miniftry, Mira-
beau arrivedin Paris; where a great and
important eveat foon offered'a new career

to his abilities; and opened a field to his

genius, that flattered his woundeéd pride,
confoled him for bis wnmerited misfor.
tunes, and feemed peculiarly adapted at
once to footh and to inflame the ambition
of a marr, formed by nature for fome great
enterprize.

Propelled, on this memorable occafion,
by the impulfe of patriotifm, and burning
with a ‘defire to diftinguith "himfelf and
refcue his <€ountry, from oppreﬂron, the
count de Mirabeau -pofted to that part of
the Kingdom' where he had received his

birth, and pronounced a fpeech befare the -

ﬁates of "Provence, by which, while he
obtained' the palm of eloquence, he infpi-
_red the afferably with ap attachmént to li-
berty, and a‘regard'to their.own-and the
rights of theirfellow citizens, thatattra&-
¢d the gratitude and’ the applaufe of all
that heard him. ‘This'memarable oratiof
fecured him a-(éat -in- the'national affém.
bly; whiere, hiaving thrown off tlie tram.
mels of the paffions, that Had'befére fet
tered the exertions.of his mind, he, at the
age ofthirty: nine, diftinguifhed himfelf’ as.
the moft able advocafe that had ever ap-.
peared, in modérn times, on the fide of
the peopls.

Pofieffed of a bold and a commandmg
eloquence, derived” from nature, but ma-

tured-by experience, he. foon” bccame the
idol of ‘France, and thé organ pfthe ftates,

general, Nor'were . his talents@@bre con.
fpicuous than his coyrage;” for'at a time’
that Verfailles was furrounded by troops,.
and the word~of gcommiand “feemed alone.

wanting to let loofe the indifcriminatefu. -

.1y of a:mercenary foldiery, Mirabean, with -

a beld aad- undaunted voice, mformed the”

officer who deﬁrcd the members. of the
third eftate. to retire in- the King's name,’
¢ that they were (ent there by the people,
and would' nover depart till they. ‘were -
'torced by the point of the bayonet.*  In’
all the.focceeding operations of the affem.
bly, M. de Mirabeau aled a part'equally”
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great and confpicuous, Although courted
and beloved by.the.nationy he was not,
iowever, the f{lave of popular- opinion.
Great and original. in his mind,, he. aed
from the impulle and.convi@ion of. the
moment, and f{ometimes dared ta incur .
thie odivm of a, people who. adored. him. |
Al one time, when he was furrounded by -
a mob, who threatened him with their
vengeance, he turned round to a friend,
and exclaimed with his.ufual. fercmt‘), ‘1

_know that there iz but a fiep fiom. the

Capitol to the Tarpeian rack.’

Within the.laft two. years,. his. domeftic
affairs feemed to afflume a more favouram
ble appearance than formerly ; and. this
may be partly attributed to a rigid ¢cono-
my, of the value of which he became.a
lengthi fenfible, and. partly. to- the unex-
ampled fale of * The Courier of Provence,!
of which he. was. the editor ; for, while
diféuffing the rights of the peoplc, regu.
lating the laws of .2 new empire, and li.

'miting and curtailing the ufurped prero-

gatives of a defpotic monarch, this fingu.
lar man, (till cultivated letters, and.did not
difdain to acquxre a.fortune by fuch ho.
nourable Jahours.. He was thus enabled,
about fix monthis before his death,, tapur.
chafé the manaftery of Argenteuil, cele.
brated as the retreat_of Heloife aft,er the
‘catafirophe of- the unfortunate ‘Abelard,
until fhe was expelled from. that. afylum ’
By the brutal violence of the abbot-of St.
Denis, Whep the hbrary of. M. dé Butfon,,
the famous naturalift, was fold.for the.be-.
nefit of his family, he.became the purcha-.
fer of that alfo ;.and. he feems. to-have re..
folved,. after having achieved.and fecured,
the hbemes ‘of his. country., that'the res
maindér of liis life fiould.be dedicated tor

“the- pleafures. of fnendﬂnp, the quiet of.

contemplation, and. the calm but’ delicim

‘ous enjoyments refulting from, the. pur..

foits of literature and fcience.
But while thus planning; fchemes. fqr fu.,
tunty, he was .unhappily cut.off.from.foz.

. ciéty, before.he could tafte the.fruits.of . a:

revolution, fo glorious to. Frange.and fo..
‘Honourable, to himfelf,. While ﬁttmgm..

his ftudy, he was fuddenly. feized with.a,
rmalady, ‘which evinced, from the. begin..

-ming, {ymptoms of  the.moft fatal tenden..
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. learn news of his health,

“Immediately, on the. report. of his.
illnefs, all Paris ﬂo;ked to. his” gates,. to
His diftemper;,
which was a ‘rhéumatic gout, brought.an

by exceffive mental and bodily.labour'in::

the fervice of the public, increaféd. every:
day; and fo anxiqus were the multitude.

for the prefcrvanon £ hxs Tife, that not:
gontent with thé accounts puLlithed: eve. -

“ry three hours, they. mceﬂ'antly furround. N

cd “his houfe, and reftmed their angmfh, !
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