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kiis is not die place to eiter.ori.a di~südssion of tle question, we háve.
.dopted'the practice most conironly followed and desci'ibed thé geri
as a portion of the pointal.

The vatieties of the.seedvcssels depend upon tliree cirmtances,
iiz: their situation, their forin and their-contents.

The situation is described with respect to the impalemiint beinj
either inclosei.within it along with the other partà ,of the flowei or
placed below the impalement and of course on the outside öfit. Iná
few rare instances we meet withthe seed vessel standing on a foot-
stùlk of its own, indepèndant of that which supports the, flover, but
this occurs but in a. few plants. It is in this case called a pédicilled
seed vessel; whereas without a foot-stalk it is said to be a sitti]g
seed vessel.

The forni of the sced vessel in general deliends upoi the figi'e of
fs contents. For the.most part it is divided'into cellseach codtain-
ng a defnite number o seeds, but to this we find a gieaï nianÿex-

ceptions; Éome account of which vill be given when. we cormé i
speak of the seeds, or the composition and contents of the séed.yes-
sel, ivhich fornis the next part of the subject for consideration.

Dûring the process of vegetation,. (to be hereafter more .iinutely
desciibed,) the flovers wither and fall.off and the germ ór rudiments,.
ofsthe seed vessel, is converted into what in tié language,of B6tañý
is called the Pericerpin or true seed vessel. This part presents a
great variety in its appearance; and although the systematic arangé-
ment of'vegetables does not depend upon-the sliape ofthe sieed ves-
sels, this part df the study is.not undesérving our attention; aiï'b i.
depends the business of the seeds-man.. This part of the scienée df
Botany is moreover recommended to the attention of the juvenilà
student; from its being moie'liable to be over looked than that whicli
details the more attractive descriptions of the. flowers, or the nore
obvious characteristics of the leaves and branches, &c.. Vegetables-
hIave been divided into two great classes whose distingàishiig màrks
depend upon the seeds being enclosed in a seed vessel or not. The
first of these are said to b*e plants with covered seeds, the sédond
those with nalced seeds. This division- although in géneral coWrect is
liable to soine objection, for we find among the grasses, particùlarly,
the seeds inclosed in a species of chaff or gluna wiâh althougl ob-
viously fiuing the place and answering the purpose of a séed vesseï
can only be considered as an imperfect one, and hence it may fairly
be questioned whether sucli plants as have a chaff forming an imper.
fect covering for their secds ought to be ranked among tlose whicI
are naked or not.

Writers on.this science have enumerated a great many different
kinds of seed vessels, and noted a great many varieties and,3peéifici
differences under each, kind. Sone have described eight, others'thir.
teen, and perhaps more attentive investigatiaos may discovérhany
more. But a few of the most particular species whosé diffefences
are obvious to any beholder,, require ta be mentioned liere. 1. The
first species of secd vesse], is the Pod; which consists of two halves
joined together and containing the' seeds between the. By thé


