© Fes. 10, 1870,

THE CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS.

- v, S e [T . R

msnamm

Refleeting, he pnssed down the
bers of the former Cironde, i _
i It 18 to you, pure men,” sald he bescechingly, # virtuous
men, it 18 to you I address myself, and not to those brigands”

Yo sat down on an emply Reat in their ranks,

« Wreteh 17 they exclaimed. # This was the seat of Verg-
pinud.? @ Vergninud, whoi you have assussinated,”

In horror the outlawed sprang up, and walked towards

> unc. :

“"n" ;'r.-icl;;idcut of nssasking!” hie screeched, shaking his fist at
uim. ® For the last time T demnnd o hearing.”

i Ag soon a8 It is your turn, calmly replied the president.

But the whole convention protested,

1w No! nol' was shoutc_d. No one would henr Rolespicrre,
and the tumult drowned the words hwe uttered.  He gesticula-
ted, threatened, entrented § his volee grew hoarse, he could
produce only gutiural souads.

s The blood of Danton stifles you," exclnimed one of the !
deputics, and this dreadful penctrating word overpowered §
the man who had caused Danton’s avcusativn.,  Robespicrre
stngrprered.

“l:ﬂ.(«_llemmul the arrest of Robesplerre,” soon after coalled o
yoice from the group round Tallien, who was coutinunlly en-
conraging and lending on his combatants; and terrificd by !
this demaud which, the previous dany, even the boldest had
not thought possible, the furious timnult suddenly stopped.
Robespicerru appeared yet in the eyves of many as representing
the majesty of the people, of virtue and lncurrnphbll.ny, and
asif it were high treason to attack him, They hesitated—
there was once more o moment .of irresolution. !

w Applaud, friends,” said Tallien., ¢ Carry away with you

those who lesitate 1

Hall to the remuining mem- | sounded, the national guards had collected, the cannons were

planted against the Tulleries to shoot down the convention—
this inun who required but to beckon, to make the arned force
ut his command fall upon his almost defenceless enemies,
was fnactive snd frresolute,  Was It despondency, or was it
the self-wiil of virtue to obey neceseity and end as a martyr?
Robesplerre could or would not secomplish the necessury deed
for which he scemed made.  His resigonation poarslyzed all
others, and caused immediately the desertion of many from his
own ranks,  Thus the deedr of mnny die away, if they are not
directed by one; men sucenmwb to weakness, while energy
teaches them implicit obedicnce.,

The convention met agoln in the evening, Collot, being
president, was determined not to fuorsake ‘I'nllien and his
friends in this hour of dunger, and throwing himself into his
chuir, opened the meeting with these words ;

« Citizens, this is the moment to die at our posts,”

“ Let us then die,” angwered the whole assembly,

The citizens in the galleries, awed by the heroic demennour
of the representatives, burst furth in shouts of appluuse, calling
out of the windows :

¢ Down with the conspirators ! Down with Honriot 1?

No one knew whether the cannons would answer to this eall
with grape or not.  Hut they were prepared for the worst,
nnd resolved to do to the lust moment the duatics imposed on
themw Ly circomstances, - Resolations were adopted, annulling
the old govermment aund instituting the new one. Heuriot was
declared outlawed, and depnties were gent to inform the na-
tional gunrds of it; Barrag, being nominated commandant
of Puris, hustened out of the hall, mounted his horse, and col-
lected thie national guards in the streets.  Before an hour was
over, he had stirrounded the Hatel de Ville, Henriot's army was

'hen he cried in a loud and commanding voice : i dispersed, and the artillerymen at the.convention bad deserted

i The arrest! The impeachment agninst him.” i their posts) taking their cannons to the seat of the Jacobins in

The conspirntors first agreed loudly and impassively to ; the Hatel de Ville.
thiz call, and with thundering acclamations the whole von- The three men who had been abready designated the trium-
vention followed. virs of France, and had, in fact; exercised their power ns such,

But the friends of Robespierre were not less active; they | witnessed, amidst their faithful friends, how the tide was
protested, demanded to spenk, tl.xrn:n.tn:m-d to speak.  Invain ! suddenly rolling back to destroy them.

Tallien gave the nssembly no time to consider, and they felt ! ¢ Take courage, Robespierre, and we muy yet conguer,” said
that they could not &top half-way, He abused the traitors, | Couthon to his immovable fricnd, ’
and his friends stamped their feet, hissed, mocked, allowed not # No, I cannot,” replied he.
n word that might intimidate awd perhaps inflnence the con- ' ¢ Fhen we can but die
vention, Thus the drums drown the lust words of 2 con- - You say it replicd Roberpierre indificrently,
demned man who is fenred il he is dend, o« Then it is you who Kills us,” said St Just reproachfully,
o President ! resumed Tallien, ¢ Ts this man any longer to° No answer was given,  Saddenly Lebas exelanmed @
e master of the convention 7% © w@'Phe enemy are coming to scize us”

u He has been it too tong,” was shonted by the Montagne, A wild tumult and clatter of anas in the corridors and ante-

4 Oh," centinued Tallicn, # s it then o hard to beat down o rovins now strack their enrs,
tyrant 7” t 8 Yes, they are coming,” saild Coffinhal angrily ; ¢ it is the

aQuestion!  Question!” exclajmed most of the deputies. ; stapidity of Henriot that has ruined us” At the same time
wi The nrrest 1"  he gnve a kick to Henriot, who was cowering down like an

The arrest was put to the vote, and decreed in the midst of §idiot, and who, after the desertion of the artillerymen, though
a fearful tumult.  On all sides the deputics roge, shouting : : intoxieated, had made his escape hither,

i Long live the republic I 1 Eriemds, let us div hefore falling into the hands of these

«The republic?” replied Robespicrre sarcastiondly, when the | raflinns,” cried Lebas in the greatest excitement, handing one
rxcitement had for n woment subsided. It is Jost) for the | of his pizteiz 1o Robespicree,

Lrigands trinmph,” ‘ The butt-cud of a gun thundered against the loeked deor,

And prondly, with a Took of contempt, Lis arms crossed, he o Adien, my {viends ! exclnimed Lebas, and shootiug him-
descended from the tribune. tself through the heart, hie fell tack dead.

While the decree of the arrest was being drawn up by a ! Cuoflinbal in his rage now rushed upon Henriot, and seizing
secretary, Tallien went on inciting his friends to strike the : him ronnd the bhody, threw him out of the window on a heap
hot iron still further, 1 of rubbish, ¢ Go, wretched drunkard, yon are not worthy of

u e is the head,” said he; “now let us et hold of the ; the keaffold)”
tail” {  Now the sohliers of the convention, the gendanoes of Rur-
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#Citizens I exclaimed Frévon, ¢ Now the conutry and | ms, broke open the door, and penetrated into the hall
liberty have arisen from their ruins,  Thess trinmvirs, Robes- | o Dearh to the tyrants ™ they cried.
pierre, Couthon and St. Just, intended to step over oir bodies 4 Who is the tyrant 27 exclaimed Cotlinhal, . )
to ascend the throne” P e Ttis he? furionsly said a gendarme, at the same thne liring
uBah " said Couthou, ghowing his crippled feet, i his pistol at Robespierre, who, iu the <ame moment, discharged
look like aspiring to the throne his own upon himself, The bullet, however, only tore away his
6 (Citizens,” cjaculated Collot d'Herbeis; ¢ yon lave saved | jaw, and inticted 8 wonnd of no danger. His bleeding fuce
just now the countey, anld the appeal hins not been made 1o being dreessed, e was daid on s litter, and carriced nway by four
vain, A new proscription agninst you was suid to be renewed | gendanes 5 after him followed 8t Just in fetters, his head
on the 3tst of May.” uncovered, and his eyes cast down in resiguation © the lame
# 1t is a lie ! eried Robespierre furiousty, Ceuthon, supported by his guardinns © Robespierre's brother,
He was answered by sucha fearful tumnlt of the conspirntors | dragged nway in a swooen ; the body of Lebas, covered with a
that he staggered back,  The exccution of the orrest was | Wlowd-stained table-cover; Coflinhal ; Henriot, picked-up half
energutically demanded, but the attendants summoned Ly the | dead, and several other members of the commune, Led
president hesitated ; they stood yet in too much awe of the Thye prisoners were (aken to the convention in the Tuilerivs,
pewerful man, CGendarnes were ealled frem the corridors, | Robespierre was laid in the ante-room on a table, sud aclnir
who scized Robespicrre by the arin, and Jed him wiil his asso- |, turned over given bim for a pillow, Thus he remained ex-
cintes away, Robespicrre was furions, St,Just enbin nand scorn- | pe-ad to the curiosity and ontinges of hosts of people who
ful, and Couthon was earried in hiz chair by the gendarmes, | poured inte the antesroom ¢ the attendants who, somwe honres
amidst the sneers and Inughter of the convention, Some friends fago, hwd trembled Lefore him, now showiod him ot like
who remnined faithful to their unfortunnte brethren, followed | ferocious animal in a menggerie, T'o bear this insult, Robes-
to shiare their fate, pivrre feigned death.  An attendunt was so impertinent as to
Outside, the insurrection was in full activity ; the Jacohing untie the garters of Robespierre, pnll down his stockings, and ¢

Do

. f . ) . i e Bie b R SO I ool s, whose beat- !
were cheering Robespicrre and cursing the convention.  But | place his hand on the bare leg, to feel the pulse, whose beat
Fings betrayed the fulness of Tife!

they lncked o leader to advise them in theiv helplessness and
inspire them to action. The outlawed were conducted in com-
mon conches through the streets to the pricons, while the
people made not the lenst attempt tu liberate them j they fol-
lowed the cortége without stopping it.  Hobespierre was taken
to the Luxembourg ; the noisy manner in which the gendarmes
asked ncmittance had been the cnuse of g0 much npxicty and
fear in the interior of the prison.

The jailer, prepared for denth, had opened the onter gate,
With astonishinent he saw, instend of a blood-thirsiy mnob, the
gendarmes ard Robespierre as their prisoner, and in great
alarm staggered back, ‘I'he terror this great man inspired,
awed him in such o degree that he did not dave to lny hold on
the fallen despot.  He appenled to his order not to admit any
one; this order being still in force, the gendarmes had to
respect it, and turned away with their prisomer.  Bat cvery
impediment given to the actx of an unpopular governuient in
times like those encourages the people, awakening in them a
derire of enterprize ; Robespierre being looked upon nsa demi-
zad by the great mass, the Jrcobing who before had followed
their master to prison without venturimg to reseue him, now
undertook his liheration ns soon as they saw that the gendnrmes
were unable {o exceute at onee their commission.  They were
not resisted, and in trinmph they conducted Robespierre to ihe
Hotel de Ville, where the members of the commune, devoied
Mlherents of Robespierre, were assembled o organize the in-
surrection.  ‘I'he associates of Robespierre had likewise been
refused at the prigons, and had also been liberated and cou-
ducted to the 1totel de Ville. The victory wag, therefore, very
uncertain ; the more ko as the convention had suspended its
Kitting till evening, and the armed force was cominanded by
lTunriot, who was fanatically devoted to Robespierre, But the
manwhowas the cause of the revolt, for whose sake tha tocsin

# Look how he enn feign 17 ealled be'to the multitude,

His elothes were sesrched, and two pistols in their eare
were found in his coat-pocket. The arms of France were ou
them, .

w H, Took at this vaffian!” they sneered. ¢ Here is sutlicient
proot that he axpired to the throne™

A member of the convention came from the hall, exclaim-
ing:

#Hao there, tyrant ! you for whom the republiv was yester-
day not large enough, have to-day to be contint with lhisl
swall table ¥ :

Robespierre suw and heard overything, Each one that wr !
rived from the Asscmbly told him what had been decreed :
his accusation and impeachment to take place ny soon as
possible,

Tallien, Frévon, and Collot were now deerceing instend of
him, of Couthen and StoJust, e was in great agony, nut
onlv from these humiliations which were so cruelly heaped
upc’:n him, but also from the pain of his frightful \\'.uund, frm_n
which the Mood was ponring.  Sometimes he noistened his
lips with a sponge soaked in vinegar, which had been lf‘i(l
bieside him, while he was shaken by fever, and the perspiration
ran from his burning forchead,

At last he was brotght before the connmitize of public safety,
‘where e had to undergo hix fiest trinl, thence to the hospital,
where he reeeived medieal attendance.  Hir brother, Couthon
and Henriot came with him, After his wound was dressed, they
were all taken to the Conciergerie, whither St Just had been
conducted before. A fuw honrs more, and the same Fouquier-
Pinville whom he bad made the poblic aceuser, wonld accuse
him; the same hendsman to whom he had sent thousands,
would behead him with bis associates. }iuslly, the samo

people who had trembled before him, or upplanded him, would
gape and rail at him on the cart, and gather on the Place of the -
Revolution to witness and applaud his execution. . Sie transit
gloria mundi, CL :
But Tallien, hiz vanquisher, would not be there: he was
avenged when his victim lay prostrate. Swelled with triumph
he nided in planning the structure of the new government in
which he received the place he so well deserved ; for with "his
encrgy he had inepired all-others to action; with bis daunt-
lessness he had persnaded the most timid, and relentlessly
subdued the fear of the convention, and by it the great pO\\'(.:l‘
of Robespierre.  He deserved the honour of the victory—the
richest reward, However, he recepted, almost. indifferently,
the distinctions that were offered to him,  When he saw
Kobesplerre bleeding in the ante-room his thoughts turned to
his beloved §n the Luxembourg, for whom he had longed for
so many monthy. It was she who had animated him to action;

{ his love for her had given the impulse to all his encrgy.

Snatehing fromn the convention the decrve ordering the revi-
sion of the prisons, he hurrivd, in the brighiness of the early
morning sun, to the Luxembourg to deliver Thérise Cabarrus
from her prison, and ull the prisoners from their anxiety; for
the liberty of Thermidur should also be extended to thern.
With this greeting Tallicn approached the Jailer of the Lux-
embourg when he opened the gate for hing und presented the
warrunt and decrce of the convention :

U4 Here, citizen,” said he, 41 come ns o messenger of peace.
You conceal behind these walls a woman to whom 1 will miy-
self announce hier liberty ™ '

“Who is it 7" nsked the juer.

“ Madame de Fontenay—Thérese Cabarrus ™

“Ah! Thirése Cabarrus,” replicd the jailer,
her, citizen ?” .

“Where is she at present??

“In the court-yard, citizen.  Or do you prefer looking for
her yourself among the five hundred prisoners? Command,
you are the master.”

i Conduct me to them, frivnd,” answered Tallicn impetn-
ougly. ¢ shall find her among millions.”

The jailer, who had been already informed of the vvents
that had taken place, and which gave him great pleasure,
hastily accompanivd the young, passionately excited deputy,
who was now agnin n commissioner of the convention, to the
court-yard of the Luxembourg prison. Al the inmates were,
as usual, in the open air, and the great excitement in which
they moved abont and talked to each other, proved that they
were already apprized of what had occurred during the night.
After the incapressible anxiety that had tortured them the
previons day, reaching its height when in the afternoon the
violent knocks at the gate were heant, a not less painful
excitement had seized themn on learning that Robespicrre
was a prisoner, and was to be removed to the Luxem-
bourg.  The night had set in, a dreadful long night, with the
distant roaring in the strects of Paris, with the uncertainty
and the many contradictory reports. What had ocenrred, and
what it signified, was, for the prisoners, more matter for con-
Jueture than certainty.

Tallien’s eyes surveywd the motley erowd which was just
thronging in a huge knot in the court-vard. The commissioner
of the convention, whose red scarf ought to have attracted the
attention of those he met, noticed, to his surprise, that their
eyes were directed to a window opposite the Luxemboeourg, the
upper balf of which could be seen across the wall of the court- -
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yard. He and the jailer were not ohserved. A profound quict
reigned.  They were all staring at that window, out of which

a man wius leaning making signs to them. It was Benoit's
friend, who, like him, had experienced the Litter dizappoint-
ment of that night, and who was now hopefully cndeavouring
to communicate in thix way to his wife and her cempanions
in aflliction the overthrow of the rejgn of terror,

He wax holding a woman's dress out of the window, at the
sume time taking a large stone, then laying both articles
nside, made on himself the sign of beheading, A unanimons
shouting burst furth mnung the prisoners, who had understomd
the telegruphing, The dress being Robe, the stone, Pierre,
the third sign indieated that Robespivrre was, or would Le
guillotined,

¢ Robespierre i< dead)” they exelnimed, while vach one cmn-
braced his neighbour in the intoxication of this exceeding
jov. 7This is a turn for the better. Now we shall become
free, Terrvor is nt anend”

s Y es, eitizens!” Lroke forth Tullicw’s powertul voice, ¢ You
unfortunates have rightly guessed, Robespieree is aunibilated,
Terror has come toan end.”

To be continued.

POPULAT SIMILIS.

wet as it ish—as dry as a bone,

Live as ¢ bird—as dead asg a stone ;
plump as a partridge—as poor as a rat,
strong as n horse—as weak as a cat;
hard as a flint—as soft as a mole,

white as o lily—as black as a coal;
plain as a pike-stafl-—as rough as a bLear,
Ax tight as a drum—as {ree as the air;

Ag heavy as lemd——as light as a feather,

As steady as time—uncertain as weather:
Ag hot as an oven—ar cald as a frog

As gay ax a lnrk—as sick as a dog;

As slow as a torfoise—as swift as the wind,
Ax true as the Gospel—as false ay mankind
As thin as a herring—as fat a< a pig,
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As proud as a peacock—as Blithe as a giig:
As savage os tigers—as mild as a dove,

As =UfT as o poker—as limp ag a glove ;

As blind as a bat—as deaf us a post,

A cool as & cucumber—as warm s a tonsi':
As flat as a Hounder—as ronnd as o tall,

As Ulunt as o hammer—as sharp as an awl:
As ved as a ferret—as safe as the stocks,

Ax bold ag a thief—as sly as n fox;

Ag stratght as an arrow—as bent as a bhaw,
As yellow ax saffron—as Lluck as 8 sloe

As brittle as glasg—as tough as o gristle,
As neat as my nail—as clean as a whistle
As good as u feast—as il as a witeh,

As light as is day—as dark as is piteh s

As UBrisk as a bee—as dull as an asy,

Az full as a {tick—as solid as brass;

As poor as a church-mouse—as rich as a Jew,
Aud ten thoysand similes equally nesw.




